Schol’s http://home.lpcuwc.edu.hk/bug/The%20LPC%20BUG

The LI Po Chun UWC
Big
U niversity

Guide

updated August 2006

1 of 127 9/20/2008 3:24 P|



Schol’s http://home.lpcuwc.edu.hk/bug/The%20LPC%20BUG

Author’s Notes

The LPC BUG may be accessed in 3 ways:
On the LPC network: Academics drive > UniversitteBUG
On the websitéttp://home.lpcuwc.edu.hk/bug/
As an A5-sized paper booklet

Reading this on computer is by far the more vdesatid effective way of using the Guide:
The Table of Contents is hyperlinked to the regshefdocument — click on any entry and you will
transfer directly to that section.
In various places | have used hyperlinks to take tgoother parts of the Guide or to other files,
email and websites.
In general the underlined words represent hypeslink

The BUG is organised into several chapters withfitls¢ providing general university information,ett
individual chapters for the 4 most popular placesstudy (Britain, Canada, Hong Kong and USA), a
chapter containing information on English Mediumvensities in Europe, a chapter on other univessiti
around the world, a chapter on standardised tessly about SATs and TOEFL for US colleges), and a
chapter about taking a gap year. | recommend thagll read through the first chapter General UrsiNg
Information to familiarise yourselves with its cents, then skim read through the chapters for kheep
you are most interested in. For example if you niggahcial aid and don’t have predicted gradeshim t
40s, you should probably concentrate on USA andh@an

While | have thoroughly checked the Guide beforélipation, | expect that some mistakes and
inaccuracies remain. The latter may occur througginformation, misunderstanding or simply because
the information has become out of date. These neaprne more obvious once you have started at your
university. Please let me know of any correctiomsniake or additional information you think shoulel b
included so that | can keep this Guide relevantedfettive for the LPCers that follow you.

Steve Udy
Director of Guidance
Li Po Chun UWC of Hong Kong

Tel: +852 2640 0531
Fax: +852 2643 4088

mailto:su@Ipcuwc.edu.hk
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4. New Zealand
5. USA

6. US-style Universities in Europe and Middle East

General University Information

Introduction

This Guide has been produced for you, the stud#nis Po Chun UWC, most of whom are planning to
study at university after graduation from LPC. Vehilencourage you to seriously consider studying in
your home country | accept that for some of yos thay not be possible and even where it is postiele
guality of university education may be significgrtigher in other countries. For others the atioacof a
different university system from their own or theed of scholarships to study in overseas univessithay

be sufficient to start them considering oversed®ng.

It would be difficult for me to provide detailedfarmation on university systems in all the courdribat
our students come from. | rely on you to thorougitplore the university options in your home cowuntr
and then ask for any assistance that you think Igbae. This Guide will focus on the 4 places whedéo
of LPC students attend university: Britain, Canddiang Kong and United States.

In many ways you are more fortunate than your peersther schools around the world, even other
international schools and even some of the othelOdWrhe IB Diploma is a highly regarded university
entrance programme and the academic level in tefniB Diploma scores reached by LPC students is
amongst the highest in the world. While selectiveversities may consider many diverse factors in
deciding whether or not to offer a place to a stidéhey all agree that the most important facsor i
intellectual ability — the potential for academitcsess in their programmes. Your performance inlBhe
Diploma programme is probably the most significaeiasure of this.

Resources

The main resources you can access for researchingrsities while at LPC are:

Academic Centre

University prospectuses, catalogues and brochueedilad by region on the shelves in the
Academic Centre.
Current copies of the most useful books are availebthe Academic Centre. These are to remain
in the Academic Centre — | will treat books andvensity prospectuses removed from the
Academic Centre without my permission as stolen.
Out of print books and a few single-copy booksar&ilable on loan from me.
Meetings with me.
Many universities provide videos or video CDs -sthare stored in the Library.
University Noticeboard — lists of visiting univexsrepresentatives, notices about scholarships and
other relevant information sent to me from timeinee.

LPC Network > Academics folder > Universities folde
LPC University Database — in LPC Applications antfe® folder (seeAppendix 2: LPC
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University Databas#or quick links); see me for the most updated copy
Degree Course Descriptioagticles about UK university courses
Web sites — web links folder

ngher Education offices in HK

UK British Council

us IIE

Canada CEC

France EduFrance

Spain Cultural Officer at the HK Spanish Consulate
Australia Australian Education Centre

NZ New Zealand Education Centre

The Guidance section of the Council of Internatiorachools web site
(http://highered.cois.org/quidance/guidance htm
This site has a wealth of information about uniitess around the world. In particular check their:
0 page of links tdJNESCO descriptions diducational Systems Around the World
0 section on Country Educational System Overview$ wietailed descriptions of higher
education in USA, Canada, UK, Australia, New Zedl US 4-Year, Degree-Granting
Institutions in Europe and the Middle East, OtbBegree/ Diploma/ Certificate Programs.
These descriptions have been downloaded and amd fatAppendix 8 of the BUG.
0 Financial Aid Tables Hitp://highered.cois.org/Resources/FinancialAid)htisting
financial aid figures for universities in many coues.
LPC alumni — see me for contact details.

University visits — most universities visit LPC tine Pt semester making September through to
November a busy period. December through March lstaguieter but there are still many
universities visiting in this period. Notable ardet combined University of London
(LSE/UCL/Kings/Imperial) visit and the combined ¥AlNellesley/Chicago/Duke visit — both are

likely to become annual events in th’édzemester, and both are aimed Sahymars althoughr‘ﬁ|
years with offers may wish to meet with the repnésives. Emily posts an updated list of
scheduled visits on the University Noticeboard.

Make good use of these visits by reading the usiyés materials beforehand so that you can get
clarification on confusing or ambiguous points. Matudents report that getting replies to email

gueries from some places is slow or they just ngeeresponses (consider phoning — rates to the
US and UK are amongst the lowest in Hong Konghgesé visits are excellent opportunities to ask

questions directly from admissions people.

Copies of most forms that you need for your uniignesearch and application process can be foand i
the perspex shelves in the Academic Centre:

ISFAA — International Student Financial Aid Applian

Common Application for US universities

LPC teacher evaluation form

Student Information form

Non Quan Cai Activities form

University Criteria Checklist (or seégpendix 3: University Criteria Checkljst

General university websites

http://stauffer.queensu.ca/referefoollege.htmis a useful website linking to individual univeysi
websites around the world
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Main university destinations for LPC students

summarised from 2000-2006 matriculations

Country % LPC students
usS 47 %
UK 20 %
Canada 13%
Hong Kong 12 %
Netherlands 2%
other countries 6 %

Application Deadlines

Most application deadlines are either the dateec¢ipt by the university (all UK and HK applicatg)ror
the postmark date (most US applications). If US &ahadian applications do not specify that the
deadline is a receipt date then you can assumé tkdhe postmark date.

Deadlines for Hong Kong Universities

2007 Entry
Name of University Deadline Submit to Emily
HKUST 31 Dec 2006 30 Nov 2006
Baptist University 14 Jan 2007 16 Dec 2006

. . Early Decision 15 Dec 2006 Early Decision 30 Nov&00
Hong Kong University

27 Jan 2007 13 Jan 2007
Chinese University 3 Feb 2007 24 Jan 2007
City Polytechnic University 28 Feb 2007 3 Feb 2007
Hong Kong Polytechnic University 28 Feb 2007 3 Fed720
Hong Kong Academy for Performance 7 Apr 2007 27 Mar 2007

Arts

Remember to submit your application forms_as earhas possible

Submit the confidential reference form (specify youchoice of course) and a $3 stamped and addressemvelope td
Emily before the deadline.

We can only estimate the above deadlines basedubsa for last year. Emily will publish updated dews as
they become available.
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Deadlines for Overseas Universities

2007 Entry

Application Package _ ,
Submit to Emily Submit What
Collect Oxbridge

Specify the choice of the College andjsub
application form from

Emily before 25 Aug

2006

(Submit your student data & non-QC
activities form to your tutor for writing
testimonial ASAP.)

Universit Official
y Deadline
20 Sept 2006
(requiring an
Oxford interview in HK)
&
Cambridge 15 Oct 2006
(interview in
UK)
UK (UCAS)
For Oxford,
Cambridge or 15 Oct 2006
Medicine, Dentistry,
Veterinary Medicine
or Veterinary Science
Us 1 Nov 2006
Early Decision
or
Early Action 15 Nov 2006
UK (UCAS) 15 Jan 2007
Regular
UK (UCAS)
Only for Art & Design 7 Mar 2007
Route B
Varies but
us usually around
Regular Decision the end of
December

Canada

Australia
New Zealand

South Africa
NOTE:

5 Sept 2006

(requiring an interview in HK)

18 Sept 2006

(interview in UK)

18 Sept 2006

9 Oct 2006
16 Oct 2006

End of China Week
13 Nov 2006

7 Feb 2007

1 Dec 2006

Usually around At least one month

March — check
prospectus

Usually after
leaving LPC

before university

deadline

March

Completed Oxford / Cambridge
application form
Registration for the relevant test

“Declare” online UCAS form

(Submit your student data & nor

activities to your tutor for writin
testimonial ASAP.)

School Report Form with your name an
address (no need to put the subjects) +
addressed envelope with $10.5 stamps (s
Note 1)

YOU send the application form by
postmark deadline

“Declare” online UCAS form

“Declare” online UCAS form

School Report Form with your name an
address (no need to write in subjegts)
addressed envelopes with $10.5 stanaps e
(see Note 1)

YOU send the application form by
postmark deadline

See Emily/Steve if not sure

See Emily/Steve if not sure

For all US applications, give Emily the School Regeorm: write your name + home address on froatr{@eed to put
the subjects because we add transcript) and aadizved SAE with $10.50 stamped addressed envekgre
document weight over 70g, please add $1.30 for addftional 10g or part thereof.
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If you submit your forms to Emily later than theoale deadlines, | do not guarantee that they wilbbsted to meet
the university deadline. Submit your forms to Entl§kRLY
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Approx Deadlines for Hong Kong Scholarships
2007 Entry (For Hong Kong students Only)

Name of Scholarship

Sir Edward Youde Memorial Scholarships for Overseas
Studies(refer to Note 1)
Studies leading to an undergraduate degree
www.sfaa.gov.hk/eng/scholar/seym4.htm

The Jardine Foundation Scholarshipgrefer to Note 1)
(any one of the preferred Colleges or Universitigsich include
Exeter, Oriel, Queen’s and Trinity at Oxford, andviing,
Magdalene and Trinity at Cambridge
www.jardine-foundation.org

The Prince Philip Scholarships(for Cambridge applicants)

(refer to Note 1www.cambridge.org.hk/PrincePhilip/index.shtml

Sir Philip Haddon-Cave Scholarship
(for Cambridge candidates, priority will be givencandidates
admitted by King's College, Sir Philip’s alma mater
(for both HK and Mainland China students)

The Alice Louey Scholarship
(for US and UK universities)

Hang Seng Bank Overseas Scholarship
(for Harvard, Princeton and a third leading uniitgiis US or UK)
www.hangseng.com/hsb/eng/abo/cc/e/schdtl/main.html

Hong Kong Schools Alumni Federation of Southern
California Scholarship Foundation (for US schools)

www.hksaf.org

The University of Toronto (HK) Foundation Scholarships
(for University of Toronto, Canada)
www.utoronto.com.hk/

Dr Lee Shau Kee Scholarship
(for University of Toronto, Canadajww.utoronto.com.hk/

Dr. Cheng Yu-Tung Scholarships
(for University of Toronto, Canadajww.utoronto.com.hk/

Fung Yiu King Memorial Commerce Scholarship
(for University of Toronto, Canada. Commerce Stajlie
www.utoronto.com.hk/

Submit to Application Results
Emily Deadline Released
29 Sept 06
. 15 Sep_t 0.6 (Student Application)
(if want Principal 13 Oct 06 Mar
as referee) (Referee Statements)
Interview in
6 Oct 06 20 Oct 06 early Jan 2007
Before 4 JanD
3 Oct 06 150ct 06 Offer/reserved
Final Result
11 Nov 06 1 Dec 2006 released afteil
results released
30 Nov 06 31 Dec 06 Interview in Ma
9 Jan 07 31 Jan 07 May/June
Mar/Apr
20 Jan 07 (Interviews)
9 Jan 07 May/Aug
(Result released
13 Feb 07
(if want Principal 15 Mar 07 Mar/Apr
as referee)
13 Feb 07 1 Mar 07 End Jun
13 Feb 07 15 Mar 07
13 Feb 07 15 Mar 07

Ho, Leung, Ho & Lee Scholarship
(for St. Hugh’s College, Oxford University, UK)
HK student with offer from St. Hugh's College vk considered
the Selection Committee automatically

Student with offer from St. Hugh'’s College
will be automatically considered by the
y Selection Committee. No need to submit

application.

Interview in Ja

Dr Lee Shau Kee Scholarship

To be published in

(for Wadham College of Oxford University, UK) 15 Jul 07 Chlneseop7ress in JulyInterview in Au
. . L 1 Apr 07
The GET Foundation (for US cpllege / universities) (if want Principal 15 Apr 07
(www.thegetfoundation.org as referee)
AmChan Chamber of Commerce Charitable Foundation 3 Apr 07
(for US colleges / universities) (if want Principal 15 Apr 07 by the end of Ju

(http://www.iiehongkong.org/scholarships/amcham.htri

Notes
1. The Principal will give a supporting letter for dants w

7 or more As HKCEE

as referee)

ith:

6 more As at HKCEE and predicted grade of 40 ohérig

5 more As at HKCEE and predicted grade of 41 or 42

2. You should submit the application forms as earlypassible with an A4 addressed envelope with safficstamps.
We estimate these deadlines based on those forastEmily will publish updated deadlines whea gits them.
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Costs
(estimated costs for 2007)
Country Tuition Living expenses Total
$15,000 (public) 25,000 USS$ (public)
us $25,000 (private $10,000 40,000 USS$ (private)
UK £10,000
(EU citizens)  (£1,150) £8,000 £18,000
HK Means tested very low if live at
for HK students home
Canada $15,000 $10,000 25,000 CANS$
Australia $15,000 $10,000 25,000 AUS$

[Approximate exchange rate@JK = 14 HK$; $US = 7.8 HKS$; $CAN = 6 HK$; SAUS =5HHKS]

1. The above figures are approximate averages forseasrstudents. Total costs will vary with both
institution and course chosen.

2. Private US universities can cost up to twice ashmag public ones. By contrast UK, Canadian and
Australian universities are nearly all public tHere their tuition costs are quite similar withinet
particular country.

3. In the UK science degrees cost more than arts degiefer for example to The Times Good
University Guide 2007 (copies in the Academic Centr

4. The south of the UK has higher living costs tham ttlorth and London is by far the most expensive
UK city to study in. Refer for example to th8E Overseas Student Living Cqgsighich estimates the
non-tuition cost per year (excluding vacations}£&,000.

5. An Australian research team completed a comparativeey of tuition and living costs at universities
in US, UK, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Thesults were summarised in an SCMP atrticle in
2002. A copy of the full article is iIAppendix 4while a table showing the approximate costs isvgho

12 of 127

here.
All costs in HK$
Australia us us UK Canada New
(private) (public) Zealand

Arts 290,000 1.1 million 630,000 450,000 320,000 270,000
Business 290,000 1.1 million 630,000 450,000 430,000 260,000
Science 330,000 800,000 520,000 520,00( 330,000 280,000
Engineering| 460,000 1.1 million 520,000 520,000 450,000 400,900
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Comparing US, Canadian and UK universities

US Canada UK
. many private as well as . .
Funding public public public
Costs (refer to . : high
Costs table above highest medium [low for EU residents]
Financial aid for Many small, several full few scholarships
international many + a few UWC nearly all < 30% of tota
students scholarships cost
Undergraduate
degree 4 years 4 years 3 years
Wherr:];(;oc?hoose usually by end 2nd year usually by end 2nd ygar  na of application
only specialised
Broad or liberal arts at many | usually have distributior programmes
specialised universities requirements (no distribution

requirements)
pay a single UCAS fee

30 - 50 US$ 50 — 100 CAN$

Application costs (fee waiver available)| (generally no fee waiver) 15
(no fee waiver)
— apply individually to generally apply maximum 6 universities
Application system each university individually through UCAS

less emphasis on most emphasis on

Predicted grades predicted grades in between predicted grades
Type of offer unconditional usually unconditional conditional onri&ults
SATs most require SATs SATs only for US none
students

In many respects the undergraduate programmes abllEges (especially liberal arts programmes)a&nd
UK universities lie at opposite ends of the ranfjaroversity study available around the world. Gdiaa
universities offer undergraduate programmes vemyilai to those in the US while Hong Kong and
Australian undergraduate programmes are simildtio Several Canadian universities have scholarship
support for international students, especially ¢hbem developing countries, while Australia hasyve
little international scholarship support available.
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What Do You Want In A University?

Whether you are choosing 10 universities in onentguor a spread around the world such as 6 UK, 3
Hong Kong, 3 Canadian and 3 US, you will probab&ed to make your choices from a large list of
suitable universities. Having a balance of ‘stretahd ‘realistic’ universities with a couple of Tedy’
choices is usually a valuable strategy. Many bawk2JS colleges thoroughly cover the various cuteri
that you should consider — both of the Fiske barksexcellent starting points. The list of critdveow is
indicative rather than comprehensive, to help yegit considering the factors that may be important
you.

As you research different universities over a peabseveral months, it may become difficult toaiéthe
distinguishing features that appealed to you s itseful to have a system of recording detailshef t
various criteria that are important to you. | sugjgesing a table like theniversity Criteria Checklisin
Appendix 3 — copies in the Academic Centre shelves.
Curriculum
Size
o College of Atlantic 270 compared to Ohio State l@énsity 50,000
o most liberal arts colleges around 2,000 students
Location
0 urban or rural
o close to city or isolated
0 access to sports, arts, travel
o most liberal arts colleges are in rural or smalliricsettings (Macalester is an exception)
Climate
Personality
o formal or relaxed
0 conservative or liberal
0 academically competitive
Class sizes
o small classes like LPC or large lecture hall lesson
Teaching done by ...
o faculty or graduate students — in liberal artsegks all teaching is by professors while in
some universities lectures by professors are fatbly tutorials run by graduate students

Facilities
0 extracurricular
0 social
o dining

Cost

Scholarships and financial aid for internationadeints
% of students international

Women'’s or co-ed

Quality

Selectivity

Research opportunities at undergraduate level
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Predicted Grades

IB predicted grades are the grades that your teaghvedict yowvill achieve (rather than the grades
you are able toachieve) in your IB exams at the end of your 2ryBgorogramme. Some students do
not make enough effort towards their studies taeaehthe grades of which they are capable and may
receive predicted grades below their ability.

=

2. During your time at LPC your first predicted gra@des produced after the exams at the end of y?fur 1
year. These are the ones used for Oxford applicsitio

3. Teachers are asked to update the predicted gradbs and of September only for early UCAS
(medicine, vet) applicants. In late October they @so asked to update only for USA Early Decision
and Early Action applicants.

4. The predicted grades are updated in the main gyaskssion in late November (used for Regular
Decision applications to US and for UK, Hong Kongl&anadian applications) and finally in March
for the IB.

5. Teachers are free to update your predicted gradmsyaime but they are required to update them at
the dates in #4 above.

6. The predicted grades sent to universities will gsvae the most recent ones.

7. UK universities use few ‘tools’ for assessing alsiut’s academic ability, so predicted grades arg ve
important. Most US universities use several topledicted grades, SATSs, transcript covering last 4
years high school, 3 teacher references) so whigligted grades are important their effect is
moderated by other factors — eg low predicted gra@da be compensated by high SATs and strong
references.

In 2001 an LPC student predicted 33 out of 42 (Whi@as also his final grade) won a place at

Swarthmore, at that time ranked! BAmongst US colleges. He had been able to provadademic
ability to Swarthmore in other ways, such as higkT$ and a strong transcript from his previous
school which he supported with an enthusiastic\abdant contribution to LPC during his time here.

Student Information Form and the College
Testimonial

Most university applications require a recommeratatabout you from LPC, usually from either the
Principal or the University Counsellor. In all dfelse cases we will use the LPC Testimonial. Thisss
drafted by your tutor, then | edit it and it isdlty signed by the Principal. It is important tlyau provide
your tutor with accurate and relevant informatiorhelp them write the most useful testimonial fouy
Complete the Student Information Form and Non-QDanActivities Form (shelves in Academic Centre)

and give to your tutor by the end of yOLﬁI Week in August for Oxbridge, UK medicine, veterina
science and dentistry, and by end September fdf&khnd UCAS applications. For later applicatiomshs
as Canada, Hong Kong and many other countries suhenforms to your tutor at least 1 month beftwee t
testimonial is needed. If the application deadimafter you leave LPC make sure that your tuter the
forms before you begin your IB exams.
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Encourage your tutor to meet individually with yudiscuss this information and to allow you toide
clarification — accuracy and detail are important.

Scholarships and Financial Aid

Some scholarships provided by independent orgamisagive financial support at the university ofiyo

choice but most are offered by the university arel therefore tied to that institution. There arengna
places to research sources of scholarship anddaaid for study at university. The following are
particularly useful:

LPC University Database Scholarships Reperthe Database records offers of places and
scholarships made to LPC students since 2000. Sthwlarships report is updated at least once
per year in early August and shows which universitiave offered scholarships to LPC students,
how much was offered and what predicted gradestiment had when applying. Note that some
countries (eg US) distinguish financial aid (needdd financial support) from scholarships
(merit-based and often awarded regardless of neatl)financial aid is recorded in the Database
as ‘scholarship’.

Scholarships Master File — this is a folder (in thaversities folder on the Academics drive on the
LPC network) containing several documents with arsity scholarship information for various
countries around the world. This is updated eaeh glaring summer by Emily — you should check
the accuracy and current validity directly with ti@versity or website listed.

University websites — most have information abawt scholarships the university provides for
international students.

For information in this Guide refer to the scholhapssection within each country chapter:
- Britain
Canada
Hong Kong
USA
Mexico

Maximum 10 applications

LPC will support up to 10 applications total worlde for each student. Any university system thdy on
requires one application for several universitesch as UCAS and the UC application for California)
counts as one of the 10 applications.

The purpose of this policy is to distribute the kiload on Emily and myself fairly amongst all stutten
if you feel that you really need an 11th applicatigou’re welcome to discuss your situation with. e
aim to have each of you who wants to go on to usityeafter LPC, receiving at least one offer fram
affordable university of your choice.

We keep your transcripts and other LPC recordsilenfdr several years after you graduate from LPC.
You are welcome to contact me or Emily for helphwihiversity applications after you have left LPC.
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Suggested calendar for university applications

Year 1l

March

March — May

Summer

Year 2

August

Aug — Nov

17 of 127

Attend lecture on preparing for university appliocas
Familiarise yourself with this Guide if you havealready
Begin initial research into universities of youioate
Attend sessions by visiting universities

Talk to your tutor about your choices

Email to yourself connection details to access @ugle as a research resource
during summer

Collect an ISFAA form if needing financial aid foiS

Complete a draft ISFAA with your parents (new ISFfoA your year not available
until after summer)

Discuss university choices and financial suppatt warents
Write draft personal statement (UCAS) and applbcaegessays (US)
Visit universities where possible

Enquire about scholarships and university fundutfin your country

Complete Oxbridge and UCAS applications if applyiogxbridge

Continue research into universities to narrow oé®ito 10 and UK choices to 6
Collect updated ISFAA and send to parents for detign

Research availability of scholarships

Attend university visits
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Careers advice

It is worthwhile researching your career opportesitbefore committing to your university studies,
especially where you initially apply for specifiowses such as in Britain. The Degree Course
Descriptions softwaresée abovecontains information about the careers that dhfie courses lead to, and
the excellent British Council websitét{p://www.educationuk.oryy/has the Subject Focus page on the
Study Advice pull-down menu that provides detailgdrmation on many courses at UK universities. The
New Zealand careers counselling web sitig://www.kiwicareers.govt.nzhas much information about
many careers as well as links to similar web gitesther countries. The Canadian university researc
website athttp://www.schoolsincanada.coralso looks very useful for careers info: you nemdegister,
then follow the links for careers.

Specialist Programmes

These links take you to institutions offering spdist programmes — it's a growing list and | witlcamore
as | encounter them. These programmes are avaifablany countries but may be more accessible at
these institutions.

Hospitality industry, hotel management, etc International University of Applied Sciences
Also many schools in Switzerland - check
Switzerland file box

Medicine Royal College Surgeons in Ireland
Veterinary Science Massey University (New Zealand)
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Things to do

Informing yourself
- University visits
LPC Academic Centre Library — books and univers#ialogues
Universities Notice Board (outside Academic Centre)
Internet
British Council / lIE / Australian Education Cenfr€anadian Education Centre

2" years and alumni

What to do in summer vacation
- Research different colleges.

Do everything possible to ensure that you can amigfersity at home if that is an option for you.
It is crucial to have a fall-back plan. Even studemwith predicted grades of 38+ are sometimes
unsuccessful in obtaining necessary financial aid.

Investigate fully any possibilities that might eddisr financial aid from your own country. Consult
the US Embassy in your country to see if they adiey funding programmes to students from your
country.

While the Australian Government provides littledircial aid for international students, most of
what it does provide is to ‘developing’ countrieglds only made available through the student’s
home country. You may wish to research these pitisswhen you are home.

Obtain from your previous school official transesipf your school work for the two or three years
prior to coming to LPC. Return to LPC with any amigj exam certificates.

Collect the International Student Financial Aid Apation (ISFAA) form from the Academic
Centre shelves and complete over summer — neeelstpasignatures.

Discuss your plans with your parents. Especially geed to know how much financial support
they can offer you throughout your expected timeraersity.

| recommend that you return to LPC after summehwitshortlist of around 20 to 30 suitable

universities. During theSi semester of your”? year as you collect more information, reduce this
list to the 10 or fewer that you will apply to.

Develop realistic self-knowledge

Think carefully about what you want to study andevehyou want to study it. Consider intrinsic
interest and possible future career.

Define the extent of your ambition. Be optimistiaealistic.

Be an interesting person! That's what universities looking for. With the limited time that you
have at LPC you can aim to do many things supaffycor a few things well. Universities are
more interested in the latter - depth rather thaadth.

Your summer break is an excellent opportunity tetaourses, join programmes and do extra
service work, all things that you might not havedifor during the College year. These will enrich
you as a person and thus can only help your uniyexgplications.

Your education is the best investment you make fahe rest of your life
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Dealing With The Replies

You may find the following useful to refer to dugirour final semester at LPC.

"From Stress to Success!
by Carol Eichert, former counsellor at HKIS

The "good news' the "bad news", the "fat envelofte',"skinny one"! These words will be heard ofiten
the very near future as responses from collegagarr your mailboxes. The "good news" is when {du
your target and are accepted into the school{@wfchoice. The "bad news" is anytime you haveerad
application and are rejected. Many of you inclugiegiour choices one or two "reach" schools wheeg th
likelihood of admission is slim. Obviously, the &pation list should include mostly schools whehe
likelihood of admission is high. These are "targetiools.

The "fat" envelope often includes an acceptanderl@ind housing forms; the "skinny" one could be a
rejection letter, but then again, it may not be. I brave and open the "skinny" envelopes as well.
However, if the letter is an admission denial, itl Wwe disappointing. But "rejection” does not mean
"unacceptable”. A denial usually means a collegglsi had too many applications for the availablecgs
in its dormitories, or that the college felt (basedits experience and judgement) that you wollelylinot
have a successful experience there.

Rejection shatters confidence. If repeated oftergn do major damage to your sense of self-waithat's
why it is important to make wise choices towargghischools when you begin the process. Acceptance
a particular college is often viewed as admissifuture success and ultimate happiness. It may bgé
thought that acceptance to a prestigious university mark of value and worthiness. Bdon't let a
college decision become a part of your self-imagédmissions decisions are often subjective and
impersonal. They reflect human judgements, and huprdgements can never be infallible. For all the
information colleges have about you, many partgoaf strengths may still remain unassesbdmatter
what a college decides, you are inherently and conepely acceptable!

A1

If you are not admitted to your first choice, renizg your feelings. Dealing with setbacks is nesasy.
Rejection hurts, and it will hurt for a while arttete is no way around it. But reactions to suchasss
distinguish a person with character and grit fraameone who is a quitter. Your ability to handle a
denial says a great deal about you as a persoasaadguccessful college student - wherever youe€eci
to attend. You will bounce back and make the mdsyonur other choices. Take advantage of the
opportunities your accepting schools offer, chomse you will attend, do your best academicallynthe
make a contribution to your new campus communitytknwon your people-skills, develop friendships
and you're on your way to an exciting future. 'Igtin" is still more important than "getting in".

Britain

Introduction

Britain has an excellent university system with snargh quality institutions. However financial sugpp
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is very limited for most people outside the Eurap&aion so study in Britain is only realistic if:
- you are an EU resident OR
you can afford to fully or mostly fund yourself OR
you can access one of the few, usually highly cditiype scholarships (there are a few available to
HK students, and a few more to some Commonwealibens) — these generally require strong
academic results.

Applications to UK universities are centralisedotigh UCAS (Universities and Colleges Admissions
Service), a system that can be both a blessin@dndtration. Restricting you to a maximum of Gises
forces you to make some difficult choices as weltkear prioritising in your goals. This provideseven
greater challenge when you consider that it isnofti€ficult, sometimes impossible, to change yduosen
major after starting your studies without delayihg completion of your degree — permission to fiemns

a different major will be affected by the availatlyilof places in the new courses, the ability to
‘cross-credit’ your existing courses to your newjanand the university’s acceptance of you intortlegv
major (ie the new major might be more selectivetyaur existing major).

If you are likely to go to university in Britain i$ important to spread your choices from reachesafeties

- one useful strategy for your 6 choices is to incled?2 reach, 2 match and 2 safetyHowever if you
think you will likely study elsewhere (eg US or Hpi#ong), then you might want to make all your
choices reach or match.

Completing the one relatively short UCAS applicatfiorm does however save you an enormous amount
of time compared to the relatively bloated applaratsystem for US universities where you might
complete 5 — 10 pages of application for each usitye Since UK universities receive less inforroati
about you on which to make their admission decsigou need to make sure that what you write has
maximum effect — this is crucial in your persortatsment.

Oxford and Cambridge have the earliest applicatieadlines of any university to which you will apply
receipt in UK by §' October and 18 October respectively. The application deadline rfoedicine,

dentistry and veterinary science in the UK is asoly at 18 October. Note that the full UCAS form
must be completed for any of these, which means yhar UK university research must be mostly

completed by the start of you'?dZyear when you arrive back at LPC in August.

The British Council littp://www.educationuk.or)/provides an excellent website to help with your
university research — check out the Subject Fpage on the Study Advice pull-down menu for lots of
information about specific fields of study, wheecestudy it, links to more info and so on. You mésoa
find UKCOSA to be a useful website to start at. The D&partment for Education and Skilas relevant
information for international students includindjrék to a page to determine your fee status (Elblesg

or not).
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Resources

Information in Hong Kong

British Council (Hong Kong)
3 Supreme Court Road, Admiralty, HK
Tel 2913 5100
http://www.britcoun.org/hongkong/index.htm

Books

- The Times Good University GuideThis provides an excellent overview of UK unsiggr education
with overall rankings of universities as well askimgs by subject. The book has 2-page summaries of
all UK universities and is revised annually.

- UCAS The Big Guide THE reference book for UK courses; updated aliynbat some information
likely to be out of date by the time you apply -ed¢o check the UCAS website for current details.

- The Virgin Alternative Guide to British Universiie Reviews of UK universities distinguished from
other guides by including samples of student opinio

- How To Get Into Oxford and Cambridgeexcellent resource for Oxbridge applicants; esivailable
on loan from me

Web sites

UCAS http://www.ucasom/

scholarships http://www.britcoun.org/home/learning/learning-leug/learning-funding-your-studies.f
at British
universities

Rankings

Various newspapers publish their own rankings —rémkings in the Times book above are probably as
valid as any.

UCAS

All of the following information, and much more, e®vered in the various UCAS publications and on
their web site. Particularly useful publication(sed in the Academic Centre library) are:
Go Higher with British Education — A Guide for International Students. An A5-sized booklet
providing an introduction to UCAS
The Big Guide — a thick A4-sized book listing details for allwses offered at UK universities.
The enclosedCDrom that contains course information and allows ea&arches (for example to
find all universities offering a particular course) placed on the LPC Network (Universities
folder) in August each year. As course detailskesimg continually revised until the start of the
academic year, some of the information may be dutate when you complete your application
form — check the UCAS web site for updated infoiorabefore finalising your course choices on
the application form.
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Applying to UK Universities
UCAS application

A single application form providing spaces for wp6t courses (at 6 different universities or somthat
same university) is completed and sent to UCASchvtinen distributes the application informatiorite
universities. Note that you are limited to a maximaof 4 courses in each of the areas: medicinejsignt
veterinary science and veterinary medicine. UCAy mgveals to a university the information relevémt
that university — each university does not know tdther universities you have applied to. The fdras

4 pages: the first 3 are completed by you as tphécant, the i page contains your LPC testimonial. The
cost of applying to UCAS 815 (or£5 if you apply to only one course).

UCAS “Apply”

We use the online Apply method for all UCAS apgiimas — you will create an online application which
you can open to amend and edit repeatedly unsl domplete. You first need to register yourseliaas
LPC applicant by opening the web pagehtp://www.ucas.com/apply/index.htmi&hoose the student
login for the correct year of university entry aselect REGISTER. Follow the instructions until yane
asked to enter a BUZZWORD - the buzzword for LP@pischunuwc. Once registered you will be asked
to choose a username and password for your perapphtation.

Applying to UCAS after you have graduated from LPC

Use “Apply” as described above.

Use the Admissions Statement!!

Every course at every university in Britain shoblave its own Admissions Statement. This provides a
detailed description of what is required to gaimasion to that course at that university. Amongany
other things it should detail what they are lookiagin your personal statement, and in the in@wif it

is required. You will probably only find these orbsites — complete a course search on UCAS oreon th
university’s website. If you are serious about yalK applications, you should find and read the
Admissions Statements for the courses you haveiegbpbr. As an example read th&edmissions
Statement for Medicine A100 at Bristol

Personal Statement

This is the section provided to allow you to sellgself.

1. You should aim to explain clearly why you have &pfor the courses you chose. State any relevant
work experience or career aspirations that re@{@tir course.

2. Positions of responsibility and leadership — oetiour achievements both in and outside LPC.

3. School activities — have you been a member of ampd/LPC teams? do you play a musical
instrument? Have you been involved in drama pradns? have you visited theatre or outside
lectures?

4. Out-of-school activities — what do you do? Commyrsiérvice in your free time is particularly
important.

5. Work experience — detail could be included heitid relevant. For some careers work experience is
virtually essential eg medicine, veterinary science

6. Format — there are 2 acceptable styles and both e@en used successfully:

e Essay style with clear focused paragraphs on péaticpoints mentioned above. Write in full
sentences.

e Headings and bullet points — this can make youesgments stand out and make the personal
statement easier to follow.
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7. You may need to edit your personal statement mamst Ask your tutor to help check it.

See also the Help screen in UCAS Apply
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How to write an effective personal statement (Durhian University)
http://www.dur.ac.uk/undergraduate/apply/personalstitement/

The first thing you must remember is that your peed statement will probably be the or
opportunity you get to "talk" directly to the admsiisns tutor on the programme you want to studg.
therefore vitally important that you make this staént as effective as possible! If you do applg
programme which invites candidates to interviewyrypersonal statement may also form the bas
your interview.

Your personal statement is an opportunity for ymdeémonstrate why you think you would be a g
student for the programme you are applying to ahg the University should select your applicat
over those of other candidates. It is primarily arademic statement and you must target it

directly towards the subject in which you are iagted, though a University will also want to kn
something about your more general interests.

We recommend that you cover three main areas inp@ensonal statement in the following order:
1. Why do you want to study this subject?
2. What have you done in the past that makes youcpéatly suitable to study the subject?
3. What else have you done that would contribute ¢ociburse and the university community &
makes you an interesting and unique individual?

1. Why this subject?
This could be a short sentence and needs to capieineason why you are interested in studying
the programme you are applying for. Some of thetrafiective personal statements start simply,
example, "I want to study History because...". Withistopening statement you are trying
communicate to the admissions tutor your enthusisnthe programme. You might want to thi
about these questions and areas:

 Your knowledge of the subject area

» What does the programme entail?

e Why does it interest you?

e What interests you the most?

e Where could studying the programme lead?

2. Why You?
Once you have outlined your reasons for being ested in the programme you are applying to,
need to demonstrate why you would be a good stuttetlis section you are trying to convey Y
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inclination and ability to study on the programnyeu need to be able to show the admissions futor

that you have the right background in terms of agad ability and the right interest or inclinatig
that is, that you know what the programme you warstudy involves. For example, if you want to
a primary school teacher but have never worked whildren of that age the admissions tutor \
wonder what your inclination to study to be a teacis! When writing this section you'll need
think about and quote evidence from:

 Your academic studies

e Any voluntary work

 Your hobbies and interests

e Things you have learned from books, newspapergprogrammes and so on

o Experiences in your year out (if you are having)one

e Any relevant work experience (e.g. medicine, physoapy)

e Particular project work in your studies

3. Areyou interesting and unique?
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Finally, you should write about what makes you ateriesting and unique person; all those e
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things you have done or experienced which will grsomething extra to the community of the
University you want to join. It doesn’t matter whattu’ve done, you need to reflect on the skills and
lessons you have learned and write about that.nvaywant to cover:

» What do you enjoy doing outside of school

 Your hobbies, leisure activities

e Sports you participate in

» Other sorts of extra-curricular activities

« Significant responsibilities you hold, at homemclubs or societies

e Special achievements

e What you have learned if you have had a job

 Remember to mention these parts of your life, dagpropriate the skills that will help you with

the course.

Some common questions...
Q How can | write a personal statement aboutghregramme | want to study when | want to apply
to three (or more!) different sorts of programme?
A You can't! It's possible, but harder, to wridestatement that covers two different areas beethr
simply won't fit. Remember, your personal statemesgds to convince an admissions tutor that
you are the right student for their programme ayidd to do that for three or more programmes in
one personal statement doesn’t work.

Q How far back should | go when mentioning myaegtirricula activities?

A You should only mention those things which helgpport your application; a long list pf
everything you've done is much less impressive th@king on one or two things and writing
about the skills you learned through them. Remenalsar that recent activities may be of mpre
significance than those a long time ago. The d®#/iyou took part in over the summer will cafry
more weight than the awards you won when you wigte s

Q | think | have achieved some truly great thingsmy life, should | not make sure these
achievements make up the bulk of my personal statém
Anything that makes you a unique and intergstimdividual is important but always remember
that an admissions tutor is primarily interestedvhry you want to study their course.

Q I'm not interesting or unique!

A Yes you are! Everyone has special skills, elgmees or achievements to mention. We don’t have
any set ideas for what we are looking for, we yuaht to know what makes you, you.

Q Do | need to use long words and elaborate |lagguto impress the Admissions Tutor?

A No! An Admissions Tutor will be impressed byethise of good English; a personal statement

needs to be well written, in simple English, and laut carefully. If you try too hard to impregs
with clever language you will normally make youatsiment harder to read and your reasons for
wanting to study a particular programme less clear.

Every year in August the Languages Department maka®sentation to the returnin@da/ear students
about writing personal statements and applicatgsays. A booklet of advice and samples is disteithait

this meeting — you should all have this by OrientatWeek in your Ad year. See alséppendix 6for
examples of personal statements by successful LRIErHS.

Note that when you cut and paste your personatraett into the UCAS application, your text will be

reformatted to a particular size and font and yall mot be allowed to complete this section if your
personal statement is too long.
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Studying Law and the LNAT

Note that applicants to study Law at several UKvarsities are required to sit the LNAT, the Nationa
Admissions Test for Law. Check the websiti://www.Inat.ac.ukfor more details.

Studying Medicine or Veterinary Science and the
BMAT

Note that applicants to study Medicine, Veterin8gfence and related courses at a few UK univessitie
are required to sit the BMAT, the Bio-Medical Adsiens Test. Check the website
http://www.bmat.org.ukfor more details. In Sep 2006 these universitieevDxford, Cambridge, Bristol,
Imperial, UCL, and the Royal Veterinary Collegecuyshould check each year for the updated list.

BMAT has only one test date (in 2006 this is 1 Nov)
See me (Steve) to borrow a copy of the "Prepaonghie BMAT" guide.

There is a deadline for registration to sit the tesn 2006 this is 29 September. If you are amg\io
Oxbridge, you must enter the registration detarisyour Oxbridge application form. If you want your
Oxbridge interview in Hong Kong (ie most of youljetdeadline for Oxbridge to receive your applicatio
is 20 September and we will post your applicatibfisweeks earlier. Therefore you need to regidtérea
latest by early September.

Studying Medicine or Dentistry and the UKCAT

More than 20 universities now require you to takee tUKCAT, Clinical Aptitude Test
(http://www.ukcat.ac.uk/homg/if you apply for medicine or dentistry. Note thdtyou apply to
universities from both the BMAT list and the UKCABt, you must sit both tests. These UKCAT
universities are listed dmtp://www.ukcat.ac.uk/home/fags/eq/

The test may be taken at either of 2 centres inMice the special requirements when you turnougitt
the test (such as HKID or passport or turning upiroe) - if you do not meet these you will neegpay
for another test.

Whereas BMAT has a single test date, you may mgistsit the UKCAT on a choice of dates. But note
that the final date to take the test in 2006 iS2@tember (in later years check the website fongbs).
There might be difficulty booking a test spaceeadrthe information carefully and book soon if yaed
this test.

Tuition Fees

Students who are ‘normally resident’ within the &ugan Union are entitled to heavily subsidisedanit
fees — this maximum &1,150 in 2004 may be further reduced after theesttisl family has been means
tested. Approximately a half of all such ‘home sgatstudents are fully exempt from paying anything.
‘Normally resident’ means that you were living lretEU before coming to LPC and that you are onkg he
for educational purposes — ie your family stillds/within the EU. While each UK university uses the
same rules for determining whether or not you nieetEU resident conditions, you might find variatio
from university to university if your situation isclear. If you are unsure you need to have yatust
confirmed by contacting your chosen universitiesfeR also to théepartment for Education and Skills
web page to determine your status
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Non-EU students pay full-cost tuition fees whick Bkely to be in the following ranges:

(from the Times Good University Guide 2007)

Subject £ Sterling

Humanities and Social Sciences £7,600 — 8,500

Sciences and Engineering £8,300 —£10,900

Clinical subjects £19,500 £22,700

Scholarships and Financial Aid

As UK universities are publicly funded, there iswmal scholarship support from the universitieste3al
universities do have financial aid money availafsleed-based) as well as scholarships (merit-based).
Several scholarships are available from other asgéions however these tend to be highly competitiv
Check the Scholarships Database for a completeflstholarships that we have on record. The faligw
table gives links to scholarships at some UK ursities. Many other universities will have some fioal
support — check their web pages. Also che#COSA, British Counci| Scholarship Search Ukand
LSE’s financial support web page

University Notes

Bath financial aid as well as 50 scholarshipst8f000 per year for students paying f
fees

Dundee several2,000 scholarships + a few 50% scholarships

Durham £2,000 scholarships

Exeter dedicated Law scholarship3,000) for an LPC student + several other schoipss
in various subjects

King's College

LSE financial aid for overseas students

Manchester

Newcastle

Nottingham

Reading also check for financial aid

Sheffield 4 scholarships 0£4,000 each for IB students, as well as Engineeiuagy and
Science scholarships

UCL One full tuition scholarship for HK and PRC studentseveral smalle£8,000 —
£5,000) scholarships available

Warwick

York

Deqgree Course Descriptions

This is a software package containing articlestamitoy leading UK university professors about cesirs
that they teach. It contains articles on over 1fdrges and is an excellent resource for researcloinges
that you might be interested in as well as thegwsibns that they lead to. Included in each deasmnigre
links to relevant web sites and a section on cavpportunities. There is also an article entitledkig A
Year Out (find it under All Descriptions on the egbries menu at the left) about gap years — iuoes
links to web sites offering gap year opportunitésu can access Degree Course Descriptions thriiggh
hyperlink above or within the Degree Course Desicmys folder in the Universities folder on the LPC

network.

Replying to UCAS: Firm & Insurance Choices
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From January through to March (earlier if you apglto Oxbridge) you may receive decisions from UK
universities about your applications. These dens@re not official until you receive a letter franCAS
stating the universities’ decisions.

Each decision will either state the offer or statg you have been unsuccessful this time.

Offers may beconditional (usually conditional on particular IB grades oraototal mark, usually out of
45 but sometimes out of 42) enconditional.

You must reply teeachof your offers in one of the following 3 ways:

1. Firm acceptance
You can only accept one offer firmly
If you accept an unconditionaffer firmly you commit yourself to that coursedamust decline all
other offers.
If you accept a conditionabffer firmly and you achieve the grades for thdffielp you are
committed to that course and will not be able teelpewhere in the UK — your insurance choice is
cancelled.

2. Insurance acceptance

If you receive 2 or more offers and you firmly ggta conditionabffer, you may also accept )
offer as insurance. If you achieve the grades Iieg tnsurance acceptance (but not the firm
acceptance), you are committed to this course.

3. Decline
You must decline all other offers.

When making your first and insurance choices youndb reply directly to the universities. From
Feb/March onwards UCAS will write to you requestyaur replies — you must reply directly to UCAS.
The deadline to reply to UCAS is for you, and maglivbe different for other students. Think carefull
about your replies — when you reply accepting asmuyou are committed to that course.

UCAS Extra

If you applied for 6 courses and you did not reeeiny offers from those choices or you declined all
offers, you may find a suitable place through tH@A$ Extra process. From mid March 18 to late June,
universities that have vacancies may publish thenthe UCAS website. Students who are not holding
offers from any of their 6 courses may apply faesth vacant places. UCAS will automatically send you
details of UCAS Extra if you meet the above coiais.

Clearing

If you do not receive any offers or you fail to rhéige conditions of your insurance offer, you mandf
places during Clearing in August and Septemberar@ig is a special service where universities déer o
unfilled places to students without places. Tolii@te this process UCAS and many UK universities a
represented at a Clearing fair in Hong Kong. UCAB automatically send you details if you are dtilg
for Clearing.

Planning for studying and living in Britain
Once you have a confirmed place at a UK univerditg university is likely to send you general
information about moving to Britain with details ali immigration, living costs, climate, transport
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options and so on. THeurham University Handbook for International Studds a detailed resource for
information of moving to and living in Britain. Wi some of this information pertains to Durham
University, most of it is generally applicable tmdy anywhere in Britain. As many of you studyimg i
Britain will be in or around London check the LSEhgite
http://www.l|se.ac.uk/collections/studentServicesi@@newArrivals/ | recommend that all students
planning to study in the UK spend some time rewgthese 2 resources. THEKCOSA website is also a
useful source of information.

Oxbridge

Although part of the UCAS network)xford andCambridgealso have their own application system and
deadlines. You may apply to Oxford or Cambridge fitto both. There are around 30 colleges in each
university and students apply to a particular gmlalthough the courses are centrally administienethe
whole university. Within their college students assigned to small tutorial groups of around 1 to 3
students for each tutor — this tutorial system ke feature that distinguishes Oxbridge from otbi&r
universities.

Most applicants to Oxford will need to sit a testated to the course they applied for. The tests ar
scheduled in early December — copies of previogtstare filed in a folder in the Academic Centre.
Applicants to Oxbridge for medicine and veterinagience need to sit the BMAT sometime around
November (cost appro¥45). Your BMAT registration details must be incldden your Oxbridge
application form.

While many students may wish to apply to Oxbridgjenust be recognised as an intensely competitive
process. The minimum predicted grades that LPCsupiport for application to Oxbridge are a totaB&f
out of 42 and 6,6,7 at Higher Level. | will congidequests from students with a 37 total but they a
unlikely to receive my support unless they can shavistinguishing strength in their application.

While your application is made with the predicteddgs from the end of youFt]year, | am prepared to
notify Oxford or Cambridge, as well as your othdf Universities of changes to your predicted grades
after the November grades are available — you teesde me to request this.

Refer toAppendix 5for a transcription of the chapter on The AppiimatForm from the Oxbridge book
mentioned below.

You might also find it useful to check the websifernative Prospectugstablished by Cambridge
Students.

Interviews

Interviews are scheduled around late October folofdxand November or December for Cambridge.
Different colleges have different practices forestihg students for interview: eg Downing College
(Cambridge) invites all students for interview anibridge if they are available to interview in (UK,

but if the student states s/he is not availableiritarview in the UK then only short listed studeiatre
invited for interview in Hong Kong, and then onlyfraction of these would be expected to get offeaed
place.

Read theCambridge Interview bookldor guidance on preparing for the interview.

Books

The Times Good University GuiddJseful overview of Oxbridge and profiles of @lé colleges.
How To Get Into Oxford and Cambrid@en loan directly from me) — Detailed information the
application process and choosing your collegeadtimseful sections on preparing for the interview.
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The book was published in 1998 and is now out it [@o its information on the various colleges
may be becoming out of date — use the Times Gooadedar details of the colleges.

Application Deadlines

Both Oxford and Cambridge must receive your appbos by 18" October if you will interview in
Britain but note that if you choose to have youdeiiew in Hong Kong, the deadline is brought foreva
to 20 September.

The Oxford applications can all be sent togethetheomain Oxford Undergraduate Admissions Office,
which will distribute them to the various colleg@&t the Cambridge applications need to be setttego
admissions offices of the individual colleges. Candte applicants may need to cover the costs of
sending their applications by courier.

Oxford Admission Criteria

Checkhttp://www.admissions.ox.ac.uk/courses/criteriargtior the Oxford admission criteria for various
majors. This should be useful to help you focus ymrsonal statement and interview responses.

How should you use the Referee’s section?

What may be sent?

Both Oxford and Cambridge provide a space on éggplication forms for a referee comment. They also
both suggest that if there is nothing to add beytdrel UCAS reference (which here at LPC is our
testimonial written by your tutor), then we shoyudt attach the UCAS reference. One differencéas t
Oxford does not allowextra sheets to be attached while Cambridge providemall space for extra
comments and does allow both an extra referenceaamupy of the UCAS reference to be attached. The
result is that you can send two references withGambridge application but only one with the Oxford
application.

Should you send an extra reference?
All UK universities want references to describe iyperformance and potential in subjects relevant to
your chosen course, such as:

history, English, modern languages and maths (&oalability) for Law

sciences and maths for Medicine

maths and economics for Economics or PPE

physics, maths and art for Architecture
You should explain this to your tutor and encourage or her to write in depth about the relevant
subjects in the testimonial. Another reference deen just a few pertinent comments) written by the
teachers of these relevant subjects should addbaufurther support to your application. If younca
persuade these teachers to write a reference geskart one of 1 or 2 paragraphs) then do so —rbewy
to give this to Emily by the end of Orientation VKeklowever, you must realise that this might beegyv
busy time for the teacher(s) concerned and theyquag reasonably say they cannot help within tinne
frame. This is not their fault (or your fault),jitst reflects the early deadline that Oxford andnGadge
imposes on us. If a teacher says s/he is too lmubkglp, you might ask that s/he send some feedback
email to me or to your tutor for inclusion in tlestimonial. In any case, ask the relevant teaceatg!

What about Oxford only allowing one reference on tk application form?

Oxford applicants need to consider this carefufpu can choose whether to have only the UCAS
reference used on the Oxford form or to try foreaitra reference and hope that UCAS sends your UCAS
application (with the LPC testimonial) quickly toxford. The earlier you complete your UCAS form, the
earlier we can send it to UCAS and then the so@xéord receives it. Note that Oxford will initiallyead
your application with the one reference attached amd if you are interviewing in Hong Kong, Oxéts
earlier deadline of 20 Sep suggests they need ke malecision on your application quickly. You ntigh
prefer to have your tutor's testimonial addressh&llrelevant issues (ie relevant subjects) anddecthat

on the application form rather put an extra refeeean the form and risk Oxford making their deaisio
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based on this alone because the UCAS applicatismetirreceived in time.

Choosing a college

Deciding on the college seems to cause more questiod uncertainty than any other issue. Read ¢tre w
pages that both Oxford and Cambridge provide attpic
http://www.admissions.ox.ac.uk/colleges/choosinmgéh

http://www.cam.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/geéchoosing.html

FAQ

32 of 127

1. Do I need to use the Personal Statement sectithei®xbridge application form?

| recommend that you do use this section rather ldsave it blank since Oxford and Cambridge

will be expecting successful applicants to have totsay about themselves — if you don’'t have any
more to say than your UCAS Personal Statementytbemmight be seen as just too limited. Use
this space to both supplement your UCAS Persomrée®ent and to focus specifically on your
Oxbridge application (course and college appligd to

Should | write my Personal Statement in the botherform or may | paste a printed copy on the
form?

Pasting a printed Personal Statement is quite #adolepbut make sure that it is well stuck down,
especially at the edges — these forms are oftetopbypied and if your form jams their photocopier
...., well, I know what | would do with it if it haggmed to me.

Should | attach certificates for my previous edim#

No, these will be requested if needed.

Can | apply to Oxbridge if | want to take a Gap Wea

In general, applying for deferred entry for a Gagalris acceptable if you are applying for

non-science courses, but not acceptable for suatses as Medicine, Physics or Maths. Check
directly with the college to which you are applyiagfind out what they recommend.

Canada

Introduction

1.

3.

Canadian Universities offer 4-year undergraduatgess similar to those in the US. For general

degrees you do not need to specify your intendegrmae the application form and the university
typically requires you to decide your major by &l of your Hd year. Most application deadlines are

in the 2'9 semester.

Canadian universities are nearly all publicly futhaéhich means that financial aid for non-Canadians
is not common (although much more common than fteensimilarly public-funded universities in
Britain). Read the articl€inancial Assistance for International StudentswHbworks at Canadian
Universities in the Scholarships section, for an overviewimdificial aid for international students.

While some universities might offer admission caiedial on particular 1B scores (usually for
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particular courses), in general their offers argellaon the same conditions as US university offees
that you maintain a standard similar to your trapsgrades.

4. Many universities oﬁer%year course credit for IB HL scores of 5 or moriis exempts you from
taking that course and in all cases reduces tlggheof your degree.

5. Most degree programmes have distribution requirgsnemilar to those at most US liberal arts
colleges — ie there will be a required breadthaafrses within your degree.

6. Canadian undergraduate degrees are widely recagmiteznationally making it easy to transfer to US
and other universities for graduate study.

7. The American Colleges and Universities website daseful overview of Canadian universities at
http://www.acuinfo.com/index.do

8. The Association of Universities and Colleges of &websitehttp://www.aucc.cg/has a
page linking to all Canadian universitidgtp://www.aucc.ca/can_uni/our_universities/indektrmal)

9. Application to universities in Ontario Province é¢gntralised through the Ontario Universities
Application Centre ww.ouac.on.cato which you submit one application to cover @htario
universities. Universities in other provinces h#weir own application forms.

Resources

Information in Hong Kong

Canadian Education Centre (HK) 1216 China Merch@atser
Shun Tak Centre168 Connaught Rd, Central, HK
Tel 2524 9668
http://www.studycanada.ca/hongkong/
mailto:cechk@cecnetwork.ca

Books

The Macleans Guide to Canadian Universitiesankings, university profiles and a scholarship
directory (although not always obvious if interoatal students are eligible), updated annually.
The Directory of Canadian Universities useful profiles of Canadian universities, updated
annually.

Web sites

(also see #7 and 8 above)
http://www.studyincanada.com/
http://www.schoolsinaaada.com/

Rankings

Refer to the publications listed above for curmamkings.

Scholarships and Financial Aid

Although Canadian Universities are publicly fundseyeral have scholarships for international sttgjen
as well as a few special scholarships for UWC sitgl€Trent, Simon Fraser, and Alberta). The main
scholarships that | know about are described beloger the university headings — there are manylemal
scholarships available from various universitieschlprovide an incentive to go to that universeyher
than making the university affordable to those wlithited funds. The following article by Karen
McKellin provides a useful overview of FA for Carnaal universities — note that the costs relate @120
so the figures may now be a little out of date.

Financial Assistance for International Students: Hav it works at Canadian
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Universities
By Karen McKellin, University of British Columbi&001)

How does financial assistance work in Canada foerimational students and what should students
their parents know when deciding whether they deoréda Canadian university education?

and

The key to understanding Canadian universitieshis knowledge that education in Canada i$ a

provincial, not a federal, responsibility. Most uarsities in Canada are public institutions fundsd
their provincial governments. They are accountabléhe Canadian taxpayers in those provinces
the tuition fees they charge and the way in whindy tdispense public funds, particularly in relatimn
students who are neither Canadian citizens nor p@ent residents of Canada. While proving
governments have authority to regulate or de-retgufaes for Canadian citizens, most allow individ
universities to set their own international tuitibees and to establish their own internal policéesd
practices in relation to scholarships or financedsistance for international students.

It is for this reason that international tuitiong iCanada will vary considerably according to eg
institution. Tuition for a typical Bachelor of Arts Science program across Canada ranges from a
of about $5,000 CAD a year to a high of $14,000 CABordable though these tuitions may se

for

ial

ch
low
em

when compared to the out-of-state fees chargeddst h.S. universities, these fees can be anywhere
from 2.5 to 7 times higher than those charged tmdZigan citizens or permanent residents whpse

tuitions are generously subsidized by provinciavgroments. One of the most important fact
contributing to the affordability of Canadian tutis is the favourable Canadian-US dollar exchar

ors
ge.

In June of this year, the rate of exchange wasZCBD to $1.00 USD. At this rate, a $14,000 CAD

tuition fee converts to a mere $9,000 US dollars.

Tuition fees are not the only consideration wherdshts and their parents are deciding whether they

can afford to study in Canada. The cost for housiagd, books, lab fees, student fees, transporta
health insurance, clothing and entertainment waly widely, depending on the region. Universit
located in smaller centres may offer more affor@albbusing than in larger centres, but that may
offset by the higher cost of food and clothing ransportation. A student's lifestyle choices wila
affect his cost of living, but on average, accogdin the Association of Universities and College
Canada (AUCCQC), a first year undergraduate studeititveed an estimated $7,000 to $10,000 CAD
academic year in addition to tuition to cover redtcosts.

Admission to Canadian universities is need bliriddd&nts are considered for admission on the bas
their academic achievement and whether they hawvetlmerequirements for admission, and not
their ability to pay. Rarely will students be ashedtate on their application whether they are lgjpm
for financial aid. It is assumed that when studexgply to a Canadian institution, they are awaredhs
costs of attending, and if admitted, will be aldarieet their financial obligations. Very few Caraad
universities will waive application fees, althougbme do not require application fees from studg
applying from United World Colleges.

Canadian universities, like their U.S counterpadsstinguish between need-based financial assists
and merit-based scholarships or awards that areedasn academic achievement and not on

t
ies
be

of
an

SO
on

2Nts

ANc
the

financial circumstances of the student or pareimtabme. Few institutions, with perhaps the exceptio

of Trent University, have set up need-based schbipr programs for outstanding international

students who would otherwise not be able to afforstudy in Canada. Trent's exemplary Internatio

nal

Scholarship program provides for several tuitioruplcosts entrance scholarships for outstanding

students, as well as some smaller awards admiedtesn the basis of outstanding acade
achievement as well as financial need. Just tha&s,y@BC, which charges the highest internatio

mic
hal

tuitions in Canada, unveiled an ambitious new nleasled financial assistance program that will award

entrance scholarships, ranging from $12,000 to @@, CAD, to outstanding internation

al

undergraduate students. The University of Ottawaickv currently does not offer financial assistance
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to international students, is actively consideriagund-raising campaign to establish international
scholarships out of private donations.

These examples are encouraging, but they hardlstitate a trend. Like their U.S. counterparts,
Canadian universities caution international studepltanning to study at their institution that fircaal
assistance is limited and students will need toeddpprimarily on parental support, savings, loams o
scholarships from their home country in order tor@otheir tuition and living expenses in Canada.

They further advise students that when they applyCanadian Student Authorization (student visa)

they will be asked to demonstrate to Canada Imniigmna through bank statements and other means -
that they have sufficient funds to cover theiridnitand living; costs during their first year in 6ada.

Canada's Student Loans and other provincial loamd grant programs that operate exclusively on|the
basis of financial need are only available to Caiaadcitizens or permanent residents (landed
immigrants) of Canada. There are few if any uniwgradministered borrowing programs in Canaga

for international students, with the exception bk tStafford subsidized and unsubsidized loans,
available only to American citizens and permanesidents of the US. Students and their familied mus
first complete the Free Application for Federal &uat Aid (FAFSA). Only those Canadian universities
that have a Title IV code from the U.S. Departm@&nEducation may administer these loans. U.S.
students relying on the Stafford program should enalire that the Canadian university they are
applying to has (and has retained) this code.

The story is somewhat different when it comes totdm@sed scholarships. Although policies differ
institution by institution, a number of Canadianiversities - University of Toronto, McGill, UBC,

York, Simon Fraser and others - open their unitgtinded merit scholarships to all students,
regardless of citizenship. International studentsyralso be eligible for privately funded awardsttha
are based on criteria other than citizenship. Natlyrthe competition for merit- based awards isrkee
and the chances of an international student winnamg of these can be slim indeed - but |not
impossible. Recently, an international student woe of York University's highest entrance awards|. T

even the playing field, Queen's University thisryediated a set of merit-based entrance scholgrsh
for outstanding international students who were vipasly ineligible for their regular entrande
bursaries.

For the most part, once students are in attendaincéheir program, restrictive criteria based on
citizenship disappear. Many Canadian universitidiova international students to compete for

in-course awards on the basis of high academiceagment beginning their second year, whether they
are Canadian citizens or not.

When it comes to emergency bursaries or work-sprdgrams, again policies differ institution by
institution. Generally, those Canadian universitvsich vigorously support student success will defe
fees for a short period of time, and ensure thagrimational students are not denied emergency bursa
funds if they encounter unexpected financial diffies. These funds are usually modest, one- time
grants to cover students' basic needs. Adminigtsataution students not to depend on having regular
access to these funds to pay tuition or supplethentincome.

Under the terms of their authorization to studyJanada, international students are expected tonge i
full-time attendance at a university, which predadchaving a full time job. Although they may gnly
work part-time on campus during the academic testanclents may work full time on campus during|the
summer. They are also allowed to work for one yahr in a field related to their studies, once they
graduate. International students may obtain emplymauthorization to participate in paid
co-operative education work terms, if it is an g part of their degree. Not all universities @i
international students to participate in their cp-programs, so again, it is important for studeaisl
their parents to inquire about what each universffers or doesn't offer when determining which
institution is right for them.

35 of 127 9/20/2008 3:24 P|



Schol’s

36 of 127

http://home.lpcuwc.edu.hk/bug/The%20LPC%20BUG

University work-study programs, which provide prwmial wage subsidies for students hired i
part-time jobs on campus, vary in the degree toctvlthey are open to international students. S
universities allow their international students compete for work-study jobs; others, sensitiveh®
concerns of provincial taxpayers. restrict intenioaial student access to such programs.

Lower average tuition fees, moderate living cosisgd the lower Canadian dollar are factors th
without question put a Canadian education withiaale of many international students around
world. This should not be cause for complacencyran@anadian universities. Canada's universit
which have a strong tradition of humanitarian atsme to developing nations, have a more tang
level of support for international graduate studemtihan they do for undergraduates. They could
better.

recent years, financial assistance for internatiosiadents is a kind of social activism that thay oo
longer afford. Indeed, the fiscal reality may mehat in order to provide a more extensive array
need-based financial assistance for internationadlergraduate students, Canadian universities |
have to raise their international tuition fees datta portion of these higher fees can be plowetk lra
to support viable assistance programs.

There may be another practical reason why Canadiainersities are not developing more need-bg
scholarships. To ensure such programs have integuitiversities must find a way to properly ass
the financial situation of international studentsdadetermine parental income. This is difficulttmin

colleagues who seemingly have developed appropiadesfficient ways of doing this.

These practical considerations aside, it is my dfethat Canadian universities, as well as |
universities that are committed to internationatiaa should consider the long-term benefits, nat
for the students who receive assistance, but iitb and vitality of their own institutions - arnleir
own nation - in making it possible for studentsnira diversity of backgrounds and citizenships
attend their university. This year at UBC we adedtteight new international students under

brand-new need-based awards program. These studemesnominated by their secondary schools
the basis of their outstanding academic achievemeatership skills, community involvement &
personal statement of goals. Not one of them wbale been able to attend UBC or any other N
American university without financial assistancbe3e students, the majority of whom were nomin
by ECIS member schools, are from Mexico, Moldaws#o@bia Argentina, Hungary, Norway, Hoi
Kong and Turkey. We know we are making a differemtiee lives of these bright and intelligent you
people, but we are very much looking forward tonthemaking a difference on our campus. Th
outstanding individuals won these awards fair agdase, but in my opinion, it is our institution a
Canada itself that will be all the richer for it.

| am indebted to the following for sharing with their policies on financial assistance for thisial:
Vanessa Grafi, York University; David Zutautas, wémsity of Toronto; Linda Kemp, Quee
University; Andre Pierre LePage, University of Qi Cynthia Bennett-Awe, Trent University; Th
Father, Simon Fraser University.

Some might argue that with provincial subsidies mgvand waning as unpredictably as they have i

an international context and from a distance. Iisthrea they could perhaps learn from their U.
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Trent University UWC Scholarship

Each yeairent Universityoffers this scholarship specifically to a totadohon-Canadian UWC students.
Refer toTrent International Programor other scholarships available to internatiostaldents. Each UWC
may nominate 2 studentsr this scholarship (students may not apply Fas UWC scholarship directly).
A sign-up list for students wanting to be considef@ nomination will be posted in December — ask i
you do not see the list. The deadline for receighe nomination package by Trent is around thedheid
of February each year. Application forms for Tré&miversity and for their other Trent International
Programme Scholarships are with Emily. ReferAppendix 7: Trent UWC Scholarshifor more
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information.

Simon Fraser University Shrum Scholarship

SFU offers the Shrum International Entrance Scholarébr UWC students to approximately 5 students
each year. There is no nomination process — yoly amectly to SFU for the scholarship using thespl
Shrum Scholarship application form (look in the SiHe box in the Academic Centre). Receipt deadline
by SFU is usually around mid February.

York University

York University has several full scholarships déssxu on theischolarships web pag€&he deadlines for
all are mid March.
» 1 UWC scholarship
» 4 West Africa and Kenya scholarships
= 3 Caribbean scholarships
It also has 4 Global Leader of Tomorrow Awards andther 5 scholarships for students from Caribbean
and Latin American countries, each worth Can$10@0year.

University of British Columbia Financial Awards

UBC invites each international school to nominate stoelent for theiFinancial Awards for International
Students Two kinds of award are available and up to 3 estiisl may be offered each award: for 2003 the
Global Citizen of Tomorrow Award worth Can$27,00€r gear and the International Leader of Tomorrow
Award worth from $12,000 to $20,000 per year. Batie renewable for the following 3 years of
undergraduate study. A sign-up list for studentatmg to be considered for nomination will be padsie
January — ask if you do not see the list. The deadbr receipt of the nomination package by UBC is
around the middle of March each year.

University of Toronto

While UT has few scholarship opportunities for most nondcigans, there are several valuable
scholarships for Hong Kong students. Most of trexd®larships are financially supported by UT alumni
living in Hong Kong, hence their restriction to H¥udents. Note that the Lee Shau-Kee Scholarship
described below is available to students of anipnatity residing in Hong Kong — one requirementhiat

the student return to live and work in HK afterdstimg at UT so this would not be available in gahéo

our overseas students.

All of these scholarships allow the successful siitsl to apply for free (no application fee) to UTyou
are certain that you could not afford to attend Without one of these scholarships then save the
application fee and apply if you win the scholagpshi

The size of UT (~50,000 students) and its popwylamitHong Kong has justified a full-time office ong
Kong, theUniversity of Toronto (Hong Kong) FoundatioRefer to its the web page for current details
and application forms. The following was copiedirthis web page in January 2006.

University of Toronto (Hong Kong) Foundation

2006/07 Scholarship Application Information
Since 1995, the University of Toronto (Hong Kong) Foundation Limited has been creating and offering
scholarships for exceptional undergraduate students from Hong Kong with financial need to attend the University
of Toronto. Alumni and friends of the University living in Hong Kong and the University of Toronto generously
provide support for these scholarships. These scholarships are administered by the Foundation in Hong Kong:
Dr. Cheng Yu-Tung Scholarships
Dr. Cheng Yu-Tung generously endowed this scholarship program. The value of this award for the academic year
is CDN$13,000, renewable annually to complete an honours undergraduate degree in four years in any discipline.
There are three scholarships available for the academic year 2005/06.

Fung Yiu King Memorial Commerce Scholarship
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Dr. Patrick Y.B. Fung and family generously endowed this scholarship. The value of the award is CDN$13,500 per
annum, renewable annually to complete an honours undergraduate degree in four years. This scholarship is for a
student pursuing commerce studies. There is one scholarship available for the academic year 2005/06.

Dr. Lee Shau-Kee Scholarships

Details to be confirmed

[email dated 20 Jan 2006 confirms this scholarship now used for direct entry to UT’s Engineering Science
programme. Worth maximum HK$100,000 per year for 4 years.]

University of Toronto (Hong Kong) Foundation Schola rship

This scholarship is available to students pursuing any undergraduate program at the University of Toronto. The
value of this scholarship is from CDN$21,000 to CDN$24,000 per annum, depending on program, renewable
annually to complete an honours undergraduate degree in four years. There is one scholarship for the academic
year 2005/06.

TERMS & CONDITIONS

e Payment of the award is conditional on full-time registration at the University of Toronto in September 2006.

e Renewal each year is based on satisfactory academic performance in the preceding year, and continued
registration as a full-time student.

e Scholarships are available for a maximum of 4 years of study towards an honours undergraduate degree.
Additional funds are not available for the summer session at the University of Toronto.

e Should a successful candidate withdraw or substantially reduce the course-load, he/she may be required to

repay all or part of the award.
General Criteria:
Successful candidates for the Dr. Cheng Yu-Tung Scholarships, Fung Yiu King Memorial Commerce Scholarship,
and University of Toronto (Hong Kong) Foundation Scholarship must:

¢ be a permanent resident of Hong Kong who will return after graduation;

¢ not have citizenship, landed immigrant status, permanent residency or any other claim to residence in
Canada, or any other country or territory outside of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region;

¢ have an English proficiency equivalent to TOEFL paper-based score of 600 (combined with a TWE of 5.0),
TOEFL computer-based test of 250 (and 5.0 on the Essay) or IELTS overall band of 6.5 (with no individual
score under 6.0);

e demonstrate strong family financial need;

e be in the process of completing at least 3 A-levels with distinction (or equivalent);

¢ have strong personal initiative and community leadership;

¢ have genuine interest in living abroad and want to enjoy a new cultural experience;

¢ be able to provide three personal references;

e be committed to developing a career and community service in Hong Kong.
Special note to candidates for the Dr. Cheng Yu-Tung Scholarships, Fung Yiu King Memorial Commerce
Scholarship, and University of Toronto (Hong Kong) Foundation Scholarship:

e because these scholarships are intended to assist international students from Hong Kong to meet their
costs at the University of Toronto, applicants who have had at any time citizenship, landed immigrant status
or any other claim to residency in Canada, or any other country or territory save and except Hong Kong and
China, may not apply (such students are normally eligible for other forms of financial support and domestic

tuition in Canada and elsewhere);
e those who do not qualify for these scholarships because of their Canadian citizenship or landed immigrant
status may be eligible for the Dr. Lee Shau Kee Scholarship;

¢ once the online application and the required supporting materials are received, the applicant is eligible for all
three scholarships and the appropriate scholarship will be assigned, by the selection committee, to the
successful applicant based on his/her chosen field of study, academic results and performance at the

interview;
o all applicants are required to demonstrate strong family financial need.

Quebec Universities
Note that universities in Quebec (édcGill) have substantially reduced fees for students from
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Francophone countries — countries that use Fremehrational language. These fees are lower tloeme th
for Canadians from other provinces to study at @uaelniversities. While these fee subsidies are not
technically scholarships, they do serve the sametiton of reducing the student’s study costs.

University of Alberta
U Alberta introduced a United World College Scholarship 602 valued at 80,000 CAN$ over the 4
years of the undergraduate degree.
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Hong Kong

Introduction

The Hong Kong university system is modeled closatythe UK system with 3-year undergraduate
Bachelor degrees. While HK students sitting the AKevel exams may apply through the centralised
Joint University Programmes Admission System (JURASB others such as those of you here at LPC
must apply individually to each university. In geslewhere admission numbers are restricted for
particular courses, universities reserve placeadorJUPAS applicants.

Check thedeadlines for HKuniversities in the first chapter.

The 3 main universities that LPC students appréo

e HKU University of Hong Kong
e CU Chinese University
e UST Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

In the 6 years from 2000 to 2006, 67 LPC studenstrioulated at these 3 universities. Another 4
matriculated atCity University, 2 at theHong Kong Academy for Performing Arand 1 atBaptist
University. HKU, CU and UST all welcome applications from rAgK students and HKU has an early
decision application process starting 2005 witlagplication deadline in December.

There is considerable information from these ursiies on file in the Academic Centre and all are
readily accessible by public transport.

Scholarships and Financial Aid

While Hong Kong students can apply for needs-bésedcial aid to study at HK universities (refertha
Student Financial Assistance Agency web page fmalimstitution$, there are also scholarships available
to HK students for study overseas. The followingaidrief summary of scholarships available for
undergraduate study — check tBéudent Financial Assistance Agenexebsite and our Scholarships
Database for more details.

Sir Edward Youde Memorial Scholarship | We will only support:
- : : ¢ students with 7 or more As at HKCEE
Jardine Foundation Scholarship : students with 6 or more As at HKCEE anhd
Prince Philip Scholarship predicted grade of 40 or higher
- — - students with 5 or more As at HKCEE and predigted
Sir Philip Haddon-Cave Scholarship grade of 41 or 42

William SD Louey Scholarship

Japanese Government Scholarshipr study in Japan

Hang Seng Bank Overseas Scholarshipr study at leading US and UK universities

Rosita Ho Foundation Scholarship for Universitywafginia, UC San Diego and UC Berkeley
Hong Kong Schools Alumni Federation of Southernif@alia Scholarship Foundation — universities
in California

Various scholarships for study at University of dimio (seesectionin the Canada chapter)
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USA

Introduction

A major problem with researching US universitiesdsaling with the vast quantities of information
available. Enquiries to a few universities can ltegsumany kg of material being posted to you — mo¢
this we may already have in the Academic Centrgoarcan readily access it on the internet. Apamnfr
material sourced from the universities themselvesny organisations are in the business of persgadin
you to use their information. Be selective abouatwou read, both in consideration of the time tloat
spend and of the quality of the information.

Thin Fiske

My preference for a simple and thorough introduttio researching the US university application pssc

is the ‘thin Fiske’, the Fiske Guide To Gettingdrthe Right College. This is the single most usbhdk

we have for general information about applying t8 Unhiversities. It provides valuable information on
most aspects of researching and applying to USaéetamd | recommend it as a ‘must-read’ for anyone
applying to US universities.

Thick Fiske

Once you are ready to research particular univessypu have a wider range of sources — my prederen

for a starting point is the Fiske Guide To Collegdsis book provides a 2-3 page overview of eacBO&f
selective US institutions and includes some mapgmadian and UK universities. It is updated annually
and by August each year we should have copieseafeiv edition in the Academic Centre library. dfin

this guide much more useful than the larger anceraomprehensive guides such as Petersons, Princeton
Review and Collegeboard Handbook guides which declall 3000 universities and colleges in the US.

ACU

The American Colleges and Universities websitdpf//www.acuinfo.con)/ also seems to be a useful
place to refer to, and once you've registered twess the site, check out the Information and Advice
section.

CollegeBoard International Student Handbook

If you need financial aid then check thBC University Database records of scholarshiprsfte LPC
students as well as the College Board InternatiStadlent Handbook. The latter consists of a tabtata

on every US university — particularly useful aree thumbers of international students, the average
international financial aid award and the numbestafients receiving this aid. Remember to useitbe f
section of the Handbook, which applies to undenga#el students — the second section is for graduate
students.

Linden

Linden is a US organisation specialising in tound aollege fairs around the world. It has a usefeb
page about US education fatp://www.lindentours.com/int_students/study ire ths.shtmlThe Linden
Tour usually visits Hong Kong in October each yaad it might be worth attending if you want to meet
with schools that don’t usually visit LPC. Mostyafu will be satisfied by the schools that do vist

Credit and advanced placement

High scores for your HL courses might get you dreati some colleges, allowing you to skip the
corresponding first year courses. Some collegdsedlice your total credit requirement (ie you ctete
your degree with fewer courses) while others wik ithange your total credit requirement (ie same
number or courses but at least no repetition oivedgnt first year courses).
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US Department of State

The US Department of State has a useful web patfe:/(éducationusa.state.gov/undergrad)hfor
undergraduate study for international studentshds produced a series of 4 detailed and highly
informative guides for international students abstutly in the US. Booklets 1 and 4 are relevantoio
and have been downloaded in PDF format (includatiensame folder as this Guide). Click on the links
below to read the documents:

Booklet 1: If you want to study in the United State

Booklet 4: Getting ready to go: practical inforneatifor living and studying in the United States

Booklet 4 can also be downloaded in various langsdgpm the Publications link on the web page above
(not sure where Booklet 1 can be found now).

Interviews, application essays, and listing your dxacurricular activities

While there is lots of university application adviavailable on the internet, and much of it shdanddead
with caution, | found th& columnsby Jay Mathews for the Washington Post to be eglew they “ring
true” for me. The column on interviews is very good
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Resources

Information in Hong Kong

Institute of International Education (Hong Kondk; | mailto:iiehk@cuhk.edu.hk
General Commercial Building, Room 601 www.iiehongkong.org
156-164 Des Voeux Road Central
Hong Kong
Tel: 2603 5771

Books
Also read the US Department of State guides farir#tional students referred to above.

General advice
- The Fiske Guide To Getting Into The Right Colled&ourcebooks, Inc., 1-57071-906-3, HK$150) —
superb guide to researching and applying to USge#ll, a ‘must read’.
- The International Student’s Guide to going to Cgdlen Americgout of print) — one copy available on
loan from me.
- The Kaplan Parent’s Guide to College Admissiorether useful general guide to researching and
applying to US colleges; one copy available on lisam me.

University information(all on the Academic Centre shelves)

- The Fiske Guide to Collegesgenerally reliable reference to 300 top collegies first book | refer to;
updated annually and several copies in the Acad@witre.

-4 Year College¢Peterson’s) — reference to more than 2000 cdlege

- The College Board International Student Handbeokest general resource | have for details of
international financial aid, proportion of interimatal students, TOEFL scores, etc

- College’s Which Change Lives40 schools you should know about even if you'reanstraight A
student- worthwhile reading; highly recommended

- The Insider's Guide To The Collegesreview of 300 top US and Canadian universitigth \&
student’s perspective

Web sites
Common Application http://www.commonapp.org/
College Board http://www.collegeboard.org/
scholarship search for foreign studeptsgtp://www.iefa.org/
US News main college web site http://www.usnews.com/usnews/edu/college/cohome {htm
US Yahoo College Search http://features.yahoo.com/college/search.html
US Princeton Review Online http://www.review.com/college/

US News Rankings

Rankings for the top universities and collegesratbe Excel spreadsheet titlels News Rankings 2005
(in R:\Universities\Useful univ documents). Theesguisheet contains 2 worksheets, one for univessitie
and one for colleges — select using the tabs didliem of the screen. Printouts are posted in the
Academic Centre.
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Terminology

University and College

While most other countries just use the name usiteffor institutions offering the undergraduate
Bachelor degree programme, W&hoolsare typically classified asniversities (usuallyoffer research and
both 4-year undergraduate as well as graduate )studgolleges(only offer the 4-year undergraduate
degree programmes- although there is no post-gradesearch, some colleges do offer excellent relsea
opportunities). Also sommstitutes offer Bachelor degrees — eg MIT, Caltech. Someearsities offer
their undergraduate programmes within colleges -Cemell University has 7 undergraduate colleges
(Arts and Sciences, Engineering, etc). In this doeot | will use the words ‘college’ and ‘university
interchangeably.

Liberal Arts and Pre-Professional

Most colleges offer &iberal arts programme, which includes compulsory breadth wwitftocus on your
chosen major. This is similar to the IB Diploma gnamme where you study across 5 disciplines and
“major” in 3 Higher Level subjects. Some professiarquire specialised training at the undergraduate
level to prepare for a graduate programme. Thmeegorofessionaprogrammes are not available at all
colleges. Refer to the Fiske books for recommeandatior various pre-professional programmes.

Scholarships and Financial Aid

1. Inthe US ‘scholarships’ usually referneerit scholarships— awarded for excellence in some area, eg
academic, sports, music. Merit scholarships areusoglly dependent upon the financial means of the
student.

2. Financial aid is need-based money provided to aalfudent without the financial means to attend the
university. All US universities have FA for US ains but much fewer have FA for international
students, and the budget they have for interndtiéa is much smaller than for domestic FA
(although the Davis Incentive Grant has increabéxdonsiderably). A few colleges treat Canadians
as domestic for FA purposes.

Need-blind

Most universities have separate offices for admrssiand for financial aid, each dealing with tHevant
applications. When a university states that itasdiblind, it means that each of these 2 officekasias
decisions without consulting the other — ie a stidaight get an offer of admission but no offer of
financial aid. One rationale for this is that ad&gnt may be able to use the admission offer t@ faisds
or sponsorship for the university costs (this haygdein 2002 with an LPC student who had an offemfr
Cornell but no financial aid).

Many universities state that they are need-blint umless it states this specifically for internatib
students you should probably assume that theyrdyeneed-blind for domestic students and ‘need-awar
for others. If the university is not need-blind nhie will usually only make an admission offer ifi$ also
prepared to offer financial aid. One effect of tiesthat many students receive rejections because t
universities could not afford them and not becatige universities did not want them. You should be
aware that if you apply for financial aid to unisgies which are not need-blind when you do nodnée
you risk a rejection on financial grounds.
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Applications

You can get application forms by:

e requesting from the university — Admissions Offexmail addresses are available on the university

web sites and in their catalogues in the Acadersiat@

o downloading from the university’s web site — mampersities provide this option

o completing the form online at the university's wste

¢ using the Common Application form if the universgya member of this system (dsow)
Your Application should be submitted with eithee thpplication fee or a request for a fee waiverig¢tvh
will only be considered by the university if it @&companied by a supporting letter from me). | ary o
prepared to write a letter supporting your reqimsa fee waiver if | believe the fee would causacial
hardship to your family — you need to discuss wwikt

Early Decision, Early Action and Regular Decision

Some US colleges offer Early Decision (ED) or Egkltion (EA) applications. If you apply for Early
Decision you commit to attend that college if ifes§ you a place — ie you can only apply ED to one
college and you must be certain that that college/aur first choice. Many US colleges have ED
application deadlines in October or November (soarebe as early as Oct 1) and will give you a d&tis
several weeks later, often before the ChristmaakbrEmily has posted the deadlines for submitthmeg t
School Report form to her for ED applications.

Some advantages of a successful ED application:

You will know where you are going by the beginnofghe 29 semester
You will save time by not applying to other univies

You might have a small advantage over Regular Dmtspplicants
You avoid the uncertainty of waiting until March/Ador decisions

| require that you discuss with me first any plansyou have for
an Early Decision application

Components of the US Application for UndergraduateAdmission

US university applicationssually require 4 parts:
1. your application (completed by you)
2. 2 teacher evaluations
3. School Report (completed by me and including yestitnonial and transcript)
4. Mid-Year Report
(+ a financial aid application, ISFAA, if needed).

TheLPC transcript has 3 sets of grades:
May 13tyear Achievement Grades
15'semester™ year Achievement Grades (either Oct or Nov, whielhés most recent)

semester™® year Predicted Grades (either Oct or Nov, whiehé&v most recent)
We will alwaysuse your most recent predicted grades.
We do not send effort grades on the transcript.

1St
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Transcript from your previous school

Nearly all US universities require original tranpts (or a photocopy which has been chopped amdig
by Emily to certify it is genuine) covering younél 4 years of high school — ie 2 years at LPCagdars

at your previous school. If your previous transcignot in English you must have it translatedeTh
easiest way is probably for you to translate thepgants and ask a suitable LPC teacher or youguage
tutor to sign on the transcript confirming the slkation is accurate and attach a brief note on LPC
letterhead stating who they are.

LPC Testimonials
All US applications processed through the offieediven to Emily) will be sent with the LPC testinial
as a part of the School Report. Readréievant sectiom the General University Information chapter.

School Report Form

On the university’'s form or Common Application foroomplete your name and address details and
submit to Emily (no need to enter your subjecthesé will be shown on the transcript — just wrgeée'
attached”).

Mid-year Report

In most cases the grades we provide in the SchepbR (the LPC grades in late November) are not
updated by the time Mid-year Reports are requisedrbversities. Our next grades would be early Marc
following Project Week. Check the deadline for mestibmit the Mid-year Report. If it is mid-March or
later, then submit the form to Emily. If the deadlis earlier then leave it. The only exceptioif you are
applying Early Decision — submit that Mid-year Reggo Emily. If you are not sure, ask me.

Teacher Evaluations

Most applications require teacher recommendatiaegglly 2). Some specify which subject teachers for
the recommendation (eg English teacher or a Scityawher). For US universities ALL cases use the
LPC blue Teacher Evaluation forms in the shelvabénAcademic Centre.

Do everything you can to make the teacher’s joleeas
a. askhe teacher at least 2 weeks (ideally 4 or morekajebefore the posting deadline. The more
time you give the teacher, the more likely theytargay ‘yes’ and the more time they will have
to write your recommendation carefully.
b. provide each teacher with:
- one copy of the blue LPC Teacher Evaluation fortiwour details completed at the top
- a stamped addressed envelope for each college goutiae evaluation sent to (if you want to
send the complete application with School Repedgcher evaluations and your application
together, just give them an addressed envelopasithem to return to Emily)
- a brief summary of your goals, interests and eutrécular experiences within Li Po Chun,
and any important ones previously — perhaps usgwaaf your Student Information form

The Common Application Form

The Common Application is a single application gted by more than 200 US universities. Copies ef th
forms and a list of these member universities marthe Academic Centre shelves, and also on thengite
at http://www.commonapp.orgThe major advantage of using the Common Appliceis the time saved
by completing one form, then photocopying it to déo the various universities you wish to apply to.
Even better is completing the Common App onlinee thethod most preferred by all universities.
Although you only need to write the one applicatemsay, you might want to alter it slightly or ewerite

a completely different essay for some universitsme universities have extra forms (“supplements”)
which you need to get directly from the universitylownload from their web site or have them post to
you.

The Common Application has 4 sections
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Application for Undergraduate Admission — you coetelall parts
School Report — complete your details then givErtoly
Midyear Report — not needed for us unless you jpé/eng Early Decision or Early Action
2x Teacher Evaluation — use the blue LPC form (&oaid Centre shelves). See theacher
Evaluationssection above for advice on requesting the evialsit

PobdPRE

Be sure to complete any supplements required byithéal universities.

You have a choice of 3 ways to complete the Comma@pplication
a. Complete the paper copy by hand, photocopy oncedohn university, then post to the universities
— copies of blank forms are in the Academic Cesltreves

b. Complete the form online, then print off and pasthiversities

c. Complete the form online, then send electronically
print off application and check carefuBEFORE pressing send
easier to spot mistakes on a printed copy thames¢reen
after you have submitted application you can noitdgeack or make changes
can only send amendments by psthe university

Cases a and b — print off the Application Agreenfaatement, sign and post it with your applicafies
or fee waiver lettefrom me.

The Application Essay

See als@d\ppendix 6for examples of essays by successful LPC students.

Introduction

The essay is often the only opportunity you haveintooduce yourself on a personal basis to the
Admissions Officer/Selection Panel. It is your cbaro present yourself as an individual who is dble
stand out from the rest of the group. Also, likeewhve meet a person for the first time, these first
impressions tend to stay with us. The essay isobitiee first impressions that will be gained of yaud
much may depend on how this is viewed.

Be aware of the cultural differences that exisiMeen different English-speaking countries. In sj@ci
terms, for instance consider the differences batveggplications going to universities in the Unit&ttes
and the United Kingdom.

How to go about preparing and writing the essay:
Read "Some Tips on Writing Your Essay" below.
Review the sample essays below
Discuss with peers, teachers, parents

Write one essay and adapt it for different applicaibns

You can spend a tremendous amount of time redgadtnd polishing essays for different applicatiohs.
efficient approach is, where possible, to produce bigh quality essay then adapt it for your défer
applications. Even where you can submit the samaye® different universities (eg for the Common
Application) you can improve it significantly by kiag small modifications dedicated to each univgrsi
— even reference to the university’s name in a iaces will suggest that you have not just seninthe
recycled essay that has also gone to several pigess.

How to avoid being boring ...
Give specific personal examples rather than geisatains, eg:
o "l enjoy working with children ..."
0 "When Suburiyam told me about how he had escapmd Wietnam in a fifteen-foot
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fishing boat with thirty ..."
Be creative — employ divergent thinking ...
See Sample Essay 1. Notice the use of the "formula”
See Essay 2. Notice the use of the metaphor apérs®nal nature.
See Essay 3 and 4 for further illustrations ofgbed, the bad and the ugly.

Refer also to the articl€ips for writing your College application essarpduced by théssociated
Colleges of the Midwedglso on the Guide to College Planning link ors thCM website — other useful

information here).

Books

On Writing the College Application Essay
The College Application Essay (College Board)

(both on loan from me)

Purposes of the application essay

1.

2.

ok

The essay gives you a chance to tell the admissimmsnittee more about yourself and your character
than they can find out from your grades, scored,ranommendations.

The essay gives you an opportunity to tell the adians committee something special about yourself,
something which makes you different from all thieestapplicants.

If your transcripts show some weakness, for exanfpleu had a problem in a particular class or on
an examination, you can use the essay to explaipribblem and highlight your other strengths.
The essay gives the college a good example ofwating ability.

If your application is a "borderline case”, theagssan help the admissions committee make a final
decision. It can be used to determine your seress(or laziness).

Some Tips on Writing Your Essay

Do

Don't
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Read the question carefully and take time to tlaib&ut the topic.
Make sure you answer the question that is asked.
Discuss the question with your parents, friendseachers.

Treat the short answer questions seriously, too.duestions that ask you to explain your
involvement in your extracurricular activities, cse the few activities that you spent the most
time participating in and tell what they meant tuy
Spend time, over several days, thinking about tleston and preparing to write.

Make an outline and organise what you want to say.

Write a first draft.

Use a simple style and be concise. Using langusgeybu are comfortable with will make it easier
for your ideas to be understood.

Have someone else read and give their opinion afmautfirst draft.

Revise and edit your essay.

Write or type your final draft neatly.

Proofread your essay.

Do not just repeat information about yourself thati have written elsewhere in your application.
Do not give details about or compliment the colleflee admissions committee wants to know
about you, not the school.
Do not use the same essay for different collegdcatpns.
Do not write an essay about something you do nowkabout.
Do not try to impress the admissions committee daygudifficult language that you may not be
able to use correctly. It is more important to eegs yourself clearly, so it is fine to use simple
language that you easily understand.
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Do not have someone else write your essay. Thesagms committee will usually be able to tell,
and if they find out, you may be disqualified.

For more information about writing your applicatiessay, consult:
- Inthe LPC library and at the Institute of Inteinatl Education
Guide to College Admissions — Peterson's
Writing Your Application Essay — The College Board
From my office:
o On Writing the College Application Essay — HarryulRh
o The College Application Essay — The College Board

Some Sample Essay Questions

1. Please provide us with autobiographical informateomd an explanation of your educational
objectives.

2. Choose one memorable or significant hour from yerthat gives us a better understanding of who
you are and describe it in detail.

3. Describe one of your most humorous or embarrassipgriences.
4. What are your educational and career objectiveshamdwill this university help you achieve them?
5. Why have you chosen your field of study and how yal use your education in your home country?

6. Describe some event in your life that you feel bhaped your development or taught you some
lessons.

7. Describe an aspect of your life in your hometowthim year 2084.

8. If you could meet and talk with someone who isalote today, who would you meet and what would
you talk with him about?

9. Briefly describe the factors that have influencedryinterest in studying your major, giving specifi
attention to experiences or ideas that have ledyahoose this course of study.

10. Make a statement regarding your educational oljesti(University of Wisconsin-Madison)

11. Choose one memorable or significant hour from yiberthat gives us a better understanding of who
you are. Describe it in detail. (Washington Univig)s

12. A hero is defined as someone demonstrating bragdsdand noble qualities. Can you point to an
individual whom you would classify as a contemppraero? What characteristics of this person are
most noteworthy? Your choice need not be widelpgacsed. (Boston College)

13. Please indicate, in your own words, why you woulke Ito study in the United States, and in
particular, why you would like to study at RIT. Addnally, indicate why you have selected your
intended field of study, and how this study willate to your career plans. (Rochester Institute of
Technology)

14. For some prognosticators the end of the world wasght by the year 1000. How do you foresee your

world of 20207 (or) What is your favourite newspapartoon or comic strip? Explain. (Dickinson
College)
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15. Describe in detail some special interest, expedeanrcachievement. (or) Discuss a person you've met
or known who has had a significant influence on.you) What idea has most influenced your life? In
what ways? (Brandeis University)

16. Explain why one of the best days of your life hasl ksontinuing importance to you as a young adult.
(Northwestern University)

17. What single adjective do you think would be mostjfrently used to describe you by those who know
you best? Briefly explain. (Stanford)

18. What has been the most significant historical, apar political event or development in your ragio
of the world during the past ten years and whys{&o University)

19. In addition to the information form, what other tias would you like the Board of Admissions to
consider in evaluating your candidacy. Feel freextdude some of your important accomplishments,
your goals, or your ideas about education. (Bokloiversity)

20. What factors let you to seek an education outside gative country? (Boston University)

21. Imagine you are writing your autobiography. Pleakare chapter 7 with the Board of Admissions.
(Mount Holyoke College)

22.Indicate a person who has had a significant infteern you, and describe that influence.
23. Please write an essay about one of the topicsl Istéow (From the "Common Application").

Evaluate a significant experience or achievemaeatttias special meaning to you.
Discuss some issue of personal, local, or natiooatern and its importance to you.
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Sample Essays A

Essay 1 by Stacey Hau Guih Ng

%20BUG

| had never thought of living in another place ottiian Hong Kong when | was a kid. | still remembe

the day my parents told me that we will move tooro. Since | had never been to Toronto before,
really worried about how | would adjust to the difnces. However, once | did | began to like thike st
of living in Toronto. In the first few weeks, | clounot get use to speaking English, | was just ke
mute. So that, my parents forced me to go to sunsetevol, and fortunately it improved my spoken
English.

The North American educational system gives maredom to students, in comparison to the Britisl
system in Hong Kong which gives students so muekgure. The system in Hong Kong really make
impossible for students to get into university. Althe teachers in North America is so much nioer g
more patient than those in Hong Kong. | think teithe main reason that makes me want to study @
of my home country.
The environment in North America is so much nitemnt Hong Kong. Since Hong Kong is such a sn
city, and it has a population of seven million, greblems of lack of housing and pollution is ses0o
May factories dump their waste in to the harbouicWinas polluted the water badly. Also, the exhay
gases from taxis, buses, and trucks created dayeryin the sky. My problem is that | suffer when
breathe the dirty air, because | have an allergge¢alust in the air. In North America, the aiclisaner
which makes me feel more refreshed, and have arratiod to study.

Another reason that makes me want to study in Néntlerica is that | can learn about another cultuf
other than Chinese or Asian culture. | can learnenadoout different behaviour of different kinds of
people, and also to see and absorb more matters eviteunter different situations.

In conclusion, | would like to say that | reallidi North America. It will be the best if | can syud
Sleepy Hollow because it is a city that | havelmen live in before, and | look forward to get some
important experiences and adventures in the city.

Comments

Was Stacey too tired when she sat down to writessay, or was she just having a bad day? Besid
her difficulties with English grammar, Stacey's prgblem is her negative tone. She isn't very pasit
about living in Hong Kong, why should it be anytéein Sleepy Hollow where she has never lived
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Essay 2 by Geoffrey Bin Go Yan

In my opinion, I think that it is very difficult foone to write about oneself. One has to try toolely
unbiased and absolutely objective. It is also Vemd not to sound proud when one is writing about
one's merits and | don't think anyone really lit@sention his/her drawbacks. However, | shoulddry
be as totally objectives as | can and | hope thatwill forgive me if | fail in the aim.

How much could I tell you about my character ire@ hundred words? Not a lot probably, but | wiy {
my best.

In the field of extra-curricular activities, | ddf@w racquet sports, particularly badminton, squearsth
tennis. In badminton, | am presently the captaitheflst Badminton team in Green Ivy College (a
secondary private school). I+ have just acquiredutiycolons (a way in which the school shows that
particular boy has achieved the highest standatdhie school expects is capable of any student). |
squash, | play in the first five and | have got Inayf-colors (a standard below the above) and hoyet
both captain and to get my full colons next year.

Tennis is the Summer equivalent of badminton. paesently on the 1st team and hope to get my fu
colons in the near future.

| like to think that | am sociable, but this is setimng which only the rest of the year could tellly
(Hopefully, they agree with me!) I like to thinkathl am generous, charitable and considerate Kieut t
there is no way | could convince you that | wash§uc

| would like to complete a degree in Business Managnt during my study in Economax University
and then to start putting theory into practicedsrhing from my father in his present company.

| hope that | have not sounded too proud and wbeldery grateful if you would forgive me if | have.
Thank you.

=

Comments

Geoffrey who? This young man acknowledges a corpnattem. It is difficult to write about oneself.
Unfortunately, he is so worried about sounding hvtishat he never really tells us much about
himself. He spends a lot of time using flowery teage. The Admissions Committee, however, really
wants to know more about his sports activities. Has he learned from them? Is there a specificteyen
in Geoffrey's sporting career that is particulartyemorable and shows (rather than tells) how good|he
iS?

52 of 127 9/20/2008 3:24 P|



Schol’s http://home.lpcuwc.edu.hk/bug/The%20LPC%20BUG

Essay 3 by Thomas Ying Gwo Tsai

| have lived outside of my country, United RepuldfcAtlantis, for most of my life. | have been in
Hong Kong for about eighteen years. | did most gfgrowing up and learning on this small island in
the South China Sea. Therefore, it seems suitablgite a piece on the place | have come to love
during these years.

Hong Kong, a British Colony, is located on a smpalhinsula on the southeastern tip of China. A short
distance of water separates the "Kowloon" peninola Hong Kong Island. This stretch of water
known as the "fragrant Harbour" is one of the bstssea ports in the world. The population is alhout
million, with 98% of the people being Chinese. Theod here is very fast paced and businesslike. New
office buildings are popping up every day, with sojust inches from each other. Space seems tceebe th
rare luxury in Hong Kong. There is only so much yam build on a 1070sq Km area.
With no many buildings accommodating so may pedpkre tends to be a very intricate street plan for
Hong Kong. Small alley ways lead to major stregter@ neon signs of every colour burn magnificently
twisted amongst each other competing for visibililazelike side streets are strewn with shops
catering to the nearby residents. The central legsidistrict of Hong Kong (appropriately named
"Central), is the financial centre of Hong Konaariks along side each other try to out do each ather
architecture or height. Currently, the tallest 8img in Hong Kong is Central Plaza, with 78 stariBise
Bank of China building comes a close second witstédies. Straight ahead hard edged business
strategy, mixed in with Chinese superstition, vajigatus symbols, and traditions, leads even the
western businesses in Hong Kong pay heed to meneafuperstitious traditions in the Chinese
folklore.

| can only hope that when the time comes to leawegKong, | will be better prepared, because of my
stay here, to deal with life on a more understagdiasis. My brief stays in Nepal, Hawaii and Taiyan
have led me to believe that Hong Kong is in fazcégy unique place.

With China's repossession of Hong Kong in 1997 drgwloser, | can tell that life here will never be
the same. No one is really certain what will hapdre newly appointed governor, Mr Chris Patten,
has been aggressive in negotiations with the Math@@hinese. This has attracted some criticism frgm
the press and various China watchdogs. By this, tirnepe to be already studying in the Statesshwi
to attend your film program in the future. The @fyBoston sounds very exciting. Rich with musid an
the arts, a place where I'm sure | could studyialacollege environment and also have access to
guality education and state-of-art facilities VasitUniversity provides for its students.

Comments:

This essay is fairly well written until one comeghe last very long and incomplete sentenceaitds
a poor impression. But what else is wrong? Dodhistessay sound like something written by the Hong
Kong Tourist Association? The only thing the Adiaiss Committee learns about Thomas Ying Gw
Yan is that he has travelled in Asia. He says hetsvep attend the film program, but the essay ams
address future plans, or how living in Hong Kong vafluenced his decision. there really isn't
anything personal about his essay at all.

|®)
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Essay 4 by Charity Dai Fa Li

When | was in Secondary 4, a very special thingpeapd. The grandmother of my friend, Jackie, has
Alzheimer's disease. One day Jackie's grandmotibsapmeared. This was reported to the police, but
nothing happened. Jackie was very upset and tolhas happened. We were all willing to help. We
sat together to discuss what we were going to deelo. Then, we proceeded separately. Some of u
went to the newspaper office and radio stationddoe an advertisement for a missing person. A fe
boys even went to Macau over the weekend becauke 3afather works there.

A few days later, someone responded to our adeengst in the newspaper and telephoned Jackie to
tell her that an old lady was seen wondering inTtkien Sha Tsui area. Jackie immediately callecbus
help. After three hours of searching, we finallyid her grandmother. It was the happiest day of my
life.

| was very enthusiastic in helping Jackie becaus#iéve we should not be selfish. Everyone is ldou
to go through misery and we all need help sometifiesrefore, we all should be concerned with
people and offer our help when we are able.

For years, | was a girl whose main concerns weget@good grades and to look good. However, after
going through this incident | realised that helpatlgers is the most joyful and meaningful thingha
world. Therefore, | have become more involved iaritl and voluntary work. Now, | participate
actively in Red Cross Blood Donation Projects, atieer projects to raise donations for people in the
Third World. Last Christmas, | helped my schoolrisite toys to children in a Viethamese refugee
camp.

Through these projects, | also learned the impoeanf leadership and organisational skills. | hadie
all of us are basically kind and generous, buftérotakes someone to launch, organise, and paatei
in projects before the energy to do good can bpeastp channelled.

s

—

=)

A\1%4

Comments:
Charity has used a specific event from her lifdeémonstrate how she has changed over time and the
essay works very well. It is short and to the pantd Charity uses simple sentences, which are quit
effective. Charity's essay isn't perfect. She émalsibruptly and could have fleshed her writing aut
bit more to make a truly great essay. On the whudeyever, the Admissions Committee has learned
something important about Charity and would welcdraepositive outlook on life and her proven
leadership and organisational skills.
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Sample Essays B Colby and Grinnell rate these 10 essays by rededWC applicants as
excellent

1 Briefly discuss your reasons for applymto Colby

Science confuses. It provokes. Never failing tcat@econtroversy within society, it pushes barri

ers,

forces paradigm shifts and is actively engagetiénquest for knowledge. Hungry for this knowled@e o

the universe, and the people within it, | have madence my passion and vessel for acquiring

this

knowledge. | was first attracted to Colby due ®4dtrong scientific program and the emphasis placed
on opportunity for exploration and serious reseanth areas of academic interest. The "Nature \&ersu
Nurture" debate has fascinated me, and | strongligve that the environment has a greater effegt on

the individual than genetics. Steven Pinker's "Hienk Slate' allowed me to further explore t
potentially radical point of view. His explanatiaf homosexuality in terms of cultural influen

NIS
Ce

particularly interested me, and although | was tatélly convinced that the propensity towards
homosexuality is "caused" by cultural factors, @shcertainly forced me to reconsider my own

viewpoint regarding this age-long debate.
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2 Personal Statement
One week. It had the potential to change my whelesgective on life. | am no great adventurer, no
Junko Tabei or Valentina Tereshkova. | do not hidonedr skills or expertise in mountaineering gnd

space adventure respectively, but | believe | msdbe same passion, determination and drive to
succeed. So, my best friend and |, armed with laegkpacks, copious amounts of insect repellent and
a travel guide, waved goodbye to our parents, ahdfsfor Cambodia during the Summer break.

We were going to visit Lavalla School in Phnom Beatprimary school for children with physical
disabilities, ranging from children with injuriesom land mine accidents to those with congenital
disabilities. For four years | have been part & @Global Concern which supports this school. | had
earlier visited the school during ‘Project Weeka fiave the opportunity to return to this projetied
me with excitement and anticipation. We indepengdmboked all our tickets and for three months
before the trip we look lessons in Khmer, and netesasd many ways of teaching English to children.

Ignoring the growing feeling of anxiety in my stocha | looked out the window of the speeding jeep,
the dust hitting the side of the vehicle ratheiously. Spotting the familiar gate of Lavalla Schdo
would like to say all apprehension disappeared,tbanly intensified! When our jeep pulled up aéth
school, familiar faces ran up to the vehicle, aratmly welcomed us to their home. We were instantly
engulfed in the atmosphere of excitement; this thasweek that the Year Six pupils were gradating
from Lavalla, and the Graduation Ceremony was téobbewed with a trip to Sihanoukville, a seaside

town.

On the third days, the Year Six pupils graduatennfithe school. They proudly marched onto the
makeshift stage to the tune of ‘Love is all aroutite children with prostheses pushing those in
wheelchairs. The parents, ex-students and friemdse audience looked on with pride, they all knew
how hard it had been for these children to gehi® point. They come from some of the poorest parts
Cambodia, yet what they have achieved is amazieging§ the year six pupils of Lavalla school
graduate gave me increased motivation to passignaesue what | want in life. | do not pity these
students; | respect them for their drive and maitiva Where others would fell, thrive.

The next day, twenty students, four teachers aadwlo of us, piled onto a very old bus meant|for
about twelve people. The five hour trip to Sihanolilk was filled excited singing, sometimes,
alternating to ear-drum blowing screeching from ¢hergized children, only interrupted by the bumps
from the many pot holes found along Cambodia’s motgs roads. These children had never traveled
anywhere for holiday, let alone to the sea, and #citement was obvious. When we arrived at |the
beach, it was quite difficult to help all of therfi the bus, but the transformation once they jumineal
the sea was amazing. Children with no limbs weoatihg around a rubber tubes with the wayes
crashing down on them. Boys with only one leg stagplaying football, tackling each other with |as
much force and agility as many able bodied peopleTthat night we all stayed at a local guesthouse,
and the children stayed up all light talking andghing. It reminded me of my own sister, and how sh
stays up till all hours just chatting to all hdefrds when she has sleepovers. They are no diffecen
us.

Looking back | am stuck with awe; we were two gefabarking on a potentially dangerous trip. |
explored a totally foreign country, traveled oratiieerous roads and perhaps most worrying for some,
opened up to and trusted complete strangers. Xperience didn’t just have a momentary effect uppn
me. To the students of Lavalla School, perhaps ese Just two more faces in the sea of volunteers
who pass by, but for me it was an opportunity tpegience life outside my comfort zone and immergse
myself fully in a culture and lifestyle differerd my own.

13 Short Answer: Extracurricular, personaland work experience |

56 of 127 9/20/2008 3:24 P|



Schol’s

57 of 127

http://home.lpcuwc.edu.hk/bug/The%20LPC

May my lips be a shield; may my tongue be a spway, my words be flying daggers and my thoughts

%20BUG

be the guide, leading me through the battlefieldrgiiments. Chinese debate means most to me only

because it witnessed an era of rapid developmanyithife, it has been the cause of it itself.
Confronting opponents and cooperating with teamsateave acquired effective communication
skills, critical and logical thinking and astutes@ghen meeting an emergency. | have come to
understand the importance of team spirit and apgaeethe art of speech. The most significant lesso
that Chinese debate gave me is that the purstntitbf can only be attained through constant
guestioning and answering, just as debaters irittaraong themselves and with the floor. This spirit
penetrates into every aspect of my life. | wouldaialy assist me to further my intellectual expitoon.

4 Personal Statement

It started with a script. It ended with a storyt nast of ‘Stolen’ by Jane Harrison but our journ
through the creative process that had a life obws and a transformed existence. | stood on s

n

ey
tage

when it was over thinking: In this moment | am whoy want to be. Two months earlier when the offer
had been made to direct the theatre class’s m@donmance a certain hesitation talk hold of me.

Could I do it? The enormity of it was overwhelmitfpwever, it was the opportunity of a lifetime a|
had to be taken care for. It only took two monthght weeks, to transform my life. If | could haseen

nd

the road that was about to be treaded | would hlawegh twice, but still ultimately made the same
decision. It is when | look back that the instanoé€nlightenment become special and the times of

hardship even more so. They have defined who | aiteibthan | ever could.

It was everything, at once. A semi-organized chabswenty people. It was learning in a hur
instincts in rehearsals are often invaluable. Isvimping for the best: constantly worrying ab
choices. It was searching for a soul: of the characand my own. A world contained but alwa
expanding. In this whirlwind the figure of an ovemked co-director was standing in the midd
determined to make this happen. The focus wastbatdep and | learned that sometimes, it is bédte
let go momentarily, and then, re-focus. With a $rbadget but grand ideas that art of compron
become one of the hardest lessons. There is difiedetween accepting limitation and to settle
less.

Catastrophe hits the production but ends up mogpimto bizarre luck for myself. | have to take mfe
the roles. The extraordinary chance to accessgvisworld from two different aspects; The Direc$g
and the actors. Digging so deep into the humanhgsyierough Stanislavsks method was absolu
terrifying but essential, and world it. The birthimdividuals that sprung from the play’'s pagesatee a
separate world, one that we had to master. Wheariegtthat universe all else was forgotten. Stamc
on the edge of fiction and real life blurred th&#edence between the two.

Limbo was the state. A constant swinging betwegrehend despair. Balance was a concept that
wished for and was obtained but not without sasdi Human communication and trust were the
to everything. They not only underpinned the dmviarce of the production but also unlocked thé
to my sanity and salvation. Like the play the feglof teamwork started out as something small
undefined but as we progressed through learninigjrigeand trusting each other it transformed i
something larger than life. The answer to my eadigestion became crystal clear. | could never h
done it. We did it.
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5 A meaningful extracurricular activity
The UWC Peace CD Project

February 18 2003. The day of the famous worldwide protest @gjaimpending war on Irag. A
busload of Armand Hammer United World College shiddraveled to Santa Fe, New Mexico. There
they would participate in one for the largest in&ional protests in history, chanting peace slegard
singing songs in solidarity with thousands of oshacross the world. Unfortunately, | was not ong of
them. Although | had signed up for the demonstratemd had helped paint oversized peace signs, |
overslept that morning. Unlike my protest placatdsgad missed the bus to Santa Fe.

When | eventually woke up, | was filled with guilthad wanted to be apart of the demonstratiomadi|h
wanted to voice my dissent concerning the invasiolnag, and saw the protest as a way to do sot Tha
afternoon, | turned to the piano to vent my frustra By nightfall, | had written “Goodbye” — a spn
about the anguish experienced by the civilians leaug the cross-fire between two warring sides.
Sitting alone in a worn Baldwin piano beach, | weretl where | should go from there. | had compased
a song about the war — what if | could motivateeothto do likewise? What if we could share|an
anti-war message with others through our music,spndad awareness and concern about the sityation
in Irag? What if | could think of a tangible way neake a difference in Iraqg, through the intangitdés
music and lyrics? Bit by bit, an idea germinatedrould start a UWC Peace CD — a music project that
would eventually spin 5 countries and raise furmSIARE’s humanitarian work in Iraq.

An informal school concert was scheduled a few \gdater. At the concert, | nervously performed the
song with a friend, and announced my intentionaienth a “UCW Peace CD Project.” We would
compile original peace songs onto a CD to be soldaise funds in aid of Iraqgi civilians. We
encouraged students to come up with songs or poetrfyonting the issue of war, and spent the next
month drafting a formal business proposal for thejget, holding meetings, looking for the best
organization to raise the funds for sourcing foe thearest recording studio that would give| us
discounted rates, and researching the best posgiyeto carry out professional CD duplication.

| sent out persistent appeals to the 10 UWCs ardbiedvorld, asking for contributions from their
students, following up on these appeals with peakteiephone calls, trying to convince students and
teachers miles and miles away of the project'smi@ke Perseverance paid off, and | managed tsEnli

the support of 3 other UWCs. The project becomermational, with all those involved working acrgss

time zones, overcoming the barriers of physicatadice to collaborate for a common cause. (We
exchanged tips on engaging professional recordindjas, recruiting committee members, and getting
funding from individual school administrations. Tial mastering of the CD was done in Hong Kopg,
with the song files distributed via secure servargl copies of the master CD mailed to all the UWCs
involved. The final product: an album of 14 trackstitled “Breaking Waves”. By the end of May
2003, the CD had been released in Norway, Indiaa@a, Hong Kong and the USA, sold at $10 each.

To date, the UWC Peace CD Project has raised rhare §SD$1,000 for CARE. More than just {14
songs on a platter, it is reaching many beyonduWéC community: viawww.peacecd.org@part of a
fundraising ‘Blogathon”), and SoundCrack, a coneegt organized in conjunction with the local Las
Vegas and Santa Fe communities. In Spring 2004ntead to produce a second album addressing the
issue of HIVAIDS along with a week-long tour in Mar2004 that will consist of a moving concert and
presentation HIV.

| have learnt and continue to learn from the P&adroject in many ways. It has allowed me to
realize that everyone has skills to contribute, tweeartistic or organizational. More that other
inter-UWC collaborations in recent memory, the pobjhas fostered close ties among a substantial
cross section of UWC students continents apartpandd the way for many other inter-UWC projedts.
For me personally, especially after the downfallhaf once-successful organization | had founded in
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Singapore, Musicweed, the project has reinforcecdomfidence in my ability to organize large-scar
projects that use artistic expression with a megfnlrmessage on a world issue. Perhaps most
pleasantly, | have been blessed in this projedt mitstworthy and trusting colleagues and friends —
some halfway across the world.

6 Personal StatemenDiscuss your ambitions, and how you work to achigkiem

For me that was a day | will not forget for a laimge. | was fascinated by the way they worked; h
they opened his chest, the tools they used, andidlgeghey kept him sleeping throughout the procke
stood above, in a place where they cannot see mvatched every move they made and listene
every word they said. | could see the gravity osirteweaty faces. Their hands moved so fast ds

was independent from their bodies. Every one ainthad a part to do and did it well. It was cleatth

they have been doing this job for a long time. Nbekess, | could still see, through their mas
glimpses of passion as if it was the first timeytlde it. “Yes that’s it. This is what | want to do¢”
whispered to myself not to disturb the magic of ti@ment.

Other than being sick that was my first medicaloamter; an open heart surgery one of my relat
invited me to attend. | grew up in a society wheeeple think highly of a doctor for many reasoris,
noble intentions, great importance and mostly gk ncome. This attitude caused many high sck
graduates in my country to follow medicine in umgity despite their lack of interest. For as losgl :
can remember this situation has always angered bbedieve that a good doctor is one who is skillfu
heart and mind not any less than in hands.

From experience | know that a successful doctoulshacquire a smooth ability to deal with oth
people. In order to develop my abilities in thisldi | engaged in several extracurricular activitidgere
| had the opportunity to come in contact with thiblc. Last summer | did volunteer work at The Ki
Hussein Hospital for Cancer. | was located at thileen section; | played with them and taught t

English. Furthermore, | had the chance to meet tfaenilies and know how they felt about t
situation. This year | joined a newly founded seevicalled Greenagers (Eco-Campaigners).

basically an environmental awareness group direz$iyociated with the international organizatf
“Greenpeace”. During this service the group andganize environmental campaigns. We raise
public awareness and direct the people’s voice tadsvine government for it to legislate for the god

if i

ks,

ves
h
ool

er

ng
em
he
tis
ion
the
)

the environment. This service enriched my abildtycommunicate with people, and convey my ideas

efficiently.

In the past two years | have been receiving a bigllity international education. It gave me thendsa
to improve my knowledge, personality and leaderdhijgng in a school where English is the spoker
language prepared me well to follow my study inltheted States without hindrance. For me it is
important that | continue my International educatsmd have the chance to improve my academic,
extracurricular and athletic abilities altogethafith rich social involvement and rigorous academic
programs | believe studying in the United Statdsalear the way for me to become a successful
doctor. Just as | always imagined myself.

I

7 Personal Statement

"Go for it and succeed. Nothing is impossible unthersun.” My father’'s maxim.

As a child born in a very poor African family, heutd not see meaning in his life as he thougl# it i
only the rich who can change the world. My fatreadgo me, “I learnt how to endure hardships,

working hard to change one’s life as well as abstgifrom those things that can make one to fail in
life.”

Growing in a very poor family, my father had lofspooblems: shortage of food, poor quality clothes

and having to walk on foot about ten miles to gedbool. Being the only child left living at homethv
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his parents, he had to work hard to help both tmther in domestic chores while at the same time
helping his father. Because of these chores, i@sds teased him: laughing at him for doing women
household tasks like going to fetch water. Howekierdid not give up but worked hard to improve his
life. He told me, “With my academic ability and Haworking, | always got higher marks and the higher
the marks | got, the more motivated | became. Myhg appetite increased every day; | used oil
lantern to study even at night, as | had no elgttri He finished primary school and secondarycsah
with higher marks but got selected to join the Iag professional because of the country’s policy g
fighting against ignorance. Later, he decided o Rolice military force in order to defend the oty.

To me all these are very encouraging as | can @&ehlke improved his life from his very poor
background to a comfortable place in the middlsamfiety. When | was in eight grade he spoke to me,
“Three people truly serve the society: teachertatcand policeman. In my family we have a
businessman, a teacher, and a policeman. Whileofausy children are still in school, | wish one of
them to become a doctor.” Ever since he told meltgot influence intellectually to an extent that
developed my interest in medicine.

Now, | realize whatever | have done so far enecg#yi as my service, or action has somehow been
related with medicine. He helped me in finding vakering work in the hospital during my last
summer break where | helped disabled elderly ardreh. It was through this influence, which
motivated me in finding volunteering work in hosgpiin Hong Kong after my summer break. Now |
have finished my Hospital Volunteer Infection cahffraining and have started to work.

It was after participating in these activitiesulyrgot encouragement and felt the hope that | apalble
of being a medical doctor. | believe the dreamspffather flourish in my blood. His determination i
the face of obstacles serves as a shining exampiad. | want to fulfill his aspiration in the made
world to nurture my skills so that | can lend cielity in the eyes of others. | remain eager, hgpim
join Grinnell College with the anticipation to gaasademic and social education of an international
standard that shall enable me to be helpful to eopke, country and the world at large.

8 Common Application Topic 6 (Topic of youchoice): “What makes you African?”
Imagine a world where the smell of rain in the a@liste gives rise to the feeling of an inner hapgines
that is higher than high — where the sweet scefif esterday-today-and-tomorrow” flowers is the firs
thing you inhale in the morning. Hear the soundsookters crowing and mother-goats’ reassuring

bleats serenade you in the morning. See fertils Huat are the colour of white-powder-dashed gl
while other soils have hues so red no artist’stpatean match them. This is Botswana — a landlocked
Sub-Saharan country.

Is it the complexion of my skin that makes me Adn€ My mother fondly describes it as, “Coffee-with
a dash of milk.” Is it my full lips, that effortlel spread into a smile in the presence of gooddwifh
Perhaps, it is the colour of my eyes; chocolatevhrdike the hills near my village which hint atming
ebony under a winter sunset. Is it the way | damg@@n | dance, my body becomes like water. Fluid. |
let it move. Time ceases to exist as | communit@tBe universe in an ancient language that s#ys,
is well.” When | hear rhythmic music, the urge mnde wells up inside me. Waves of happiness eb
and flow within me, gradually building up into a@ai wave of joy at the center of my soul. Yet,
although dancing is an integral part of me, | amhaomvinced that it is the crucial essence of what
makes me African.

O

“Botho” That’s it! “ Botho!” makes me African. “Bdio” is a term in Setswana (the national language
of Botswana) which means, ‘living by the principlierespecting oneself enough to respect the people
one encounter in one’s life'. It is the warmth Liee which hopefully touches all those | meet. g
effort to create a rapport with a stranger, bechase willing to smile and say, “Hello!” “Botho”

cannot be bought nor forged. It comes from a plaegpdeep within me. It emphasizes the importance
of doing the ‘smilé but important things such as endeavouring to leaeeyone | meet with a smile

v
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on their face, and more importantly in their heatiishome, | put “Botho” into practice by waking up
early in the morning and sweeping the parameteosioyard with the traditional Botswana broom; a
custom that involves turning our sand-filled yamtbia lively mosaic of intricate lines and designs
which serves to welcome all guests into our housklBecause of “Botho”, no matter where | am. |
always volunteer to wash the dishes after a mealveay of thanking my host. It is the motivating
factor that allowed me to rock-climb and kayak iong Kong, facing and conquering my childhood
fears of heights and drowning, head-on.

No rubric or assessment criterion can determind wiakes me African. However, when all my uniq
gualities are fused together by my strong beli¢Botho”, my soul sings and my love for humankind
shines through. That is what makes me African.

9 Personal Statement

Now that I'm writing this essay, | look back a yeenrd a half and recall my last year in Guatemaia, 1
home country. | was studying with a scholarshipme of the best schools in Guatemala. | particgat
in national competitions of science and mathematcbobtained good results. This motivated me;
plans for the future had always been to studyentdip university in the country and | felt | waskimay
the right steps to achieve my goal. Neverthelegsaaand a half ago | was no longer sure of what
direction to take. | could either enter universitystudy in Li Po Chun UWC of Hong Kong.

Staying in Guatemala was my original choice. | bpdlied to the United World Colleges but | didn’t
know how good or bad they actually were. | was uage of what my future would be after studying
there, since many of the Guatemalans that atted®¢@s had come back to Guatemala and studieg
the national universities. Dubious of the kind pportunities people had in the UWCs made me po
if it was worth going there for two years. Thereswvitae risk that | would go back and study in theesa
university that | would have otherwise. The oppoitiucost seemed high to me: two years of my life
and a lot of effort from my parents to cover cdbtt the scholarship didn’t cover. Studying in the
Guatemalan university was tempting.

On the other hand, I didn’t want to hastily discdrd UWC opportunity. | talked to several peopleow|
had studied abroad. | could conclude from theiregigmces that staying would bind me to a standar
education thereafter making me a standard perswrori€e | started thinking of greater
accomplishments and started dreaming of even bjgggects. The potential losses fell short of the
huge possible gains. Accepting the scholarshiprigég, but it would prepare me for an international
education: | would learn more English and createla base for attending a university abroad.
Studying in a university abroad would in turn prepae to dream and succeed on another scale. In
end, | chose to come to Li Po Chun United Worldl€zyd.

While studying in Li Po Chun my horizons have bagtened and my aspirations have magnified.
While following a rigorous academic program the LE&@nmunity participates in many other activiti¢
| have had the opportunity of working with autistids and playing cricket and solving math probler
with people from different backgrounds. Meetingesétd people from more than seventy countries
changed my perception of the world more than winaid thought it would. | see people fighting for &
better future with rock solid determination, tryitey“rise above oneself and grasp the world” as | d
now. While | write this essay, | daydream of NoBekzes and Fields Medals.
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10 Personal StatementHow a boarding school experience has led to my g@nal growth”

My parents sent me to a boarding school at theoage. | thought they did not love me. It was unti
very late that | realized their substantial conttibn towards my independence and personal grosvth
a whole.

It was hard to do everything by myself at that dggproached some of my schoolmates. We begat
share ideas, played and did our assignments tagdtiethrough these interactions that | learttesl

nto
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importance of cooperativeness, willingness to saneklisten to other people’s ideas.

After completing my primary education, | appliedatd®oarding high school. There | met my peers who
were not familiar with such an environment of stulgme did not know how to act when they had
problems. | did not hesitate to share with thempmgpary school experiences. | devoted my time to
improve their daily school lives.

Furthermore, | created a group of study-mateshiosé who had problems with studying in their spare
time. | collected necessary materials such aseash papers for the subject reviews and organizeg
revision periods. Our frequent discussions resuftdgetter knowledge and understanding for one
another. Moreover, these did not only boost o@nfilship, but our academic performance as well.

| became involved in various projects after movimgHong Kong. | volunteered to teach English to the
young children in the Yao tribe of China and intvin S.0.S. School. In Hong Kong, | helped
mentally handicapped children by improving theewling and painting skills. The services have been
challenging because | can speak neither Viethamas€hinese. However, my strong dedication to
them did not allow space for this language bartibave also joined TeenAlDS Club and have been
receiving training from different AIDS organizat®nVe have recently begun teaching about AIDS |in
both local and international schools of Hong Kdngaddition, | donated blood to the Hong Kong Red
Cross Society in order to save people’s lives.

All these voluntary works and services | did asdlized my initiative and motivation to share and

serve. The very essence of making a differencéhiers’ lives is what | treasure most. It is throtlgé

important tools that | picked at my early childhabdt | am able to be of service and importance to
other people. The challenges | encountered arestlmeaningless because they are outweighed by the
good qualities | gained. | am now proud to say thgtparents, by considering such options for my
schooling, have helped me to develop into an indial whose future will not be confined by national
borders.
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Scholarships and Financial Aid

Refer to the Terminology section for explanatiohsaholarships and financial aahdneed-blind

To apply for financial aid US students completédhaitthe CSS Profile or the FAFSA, while non-US
students complete the ISFAA (International Studénancial Aid Application). Copies of the ISFAA are
in the shelves in the Academic Centre (check tbathlyave the current form) and you can download the
ISFAA 2007 here and the International Student CertificatiérFmances 2007 here or at tlillege
Board website international secti@but it can be hard to find sometimes). You masnptete the form
once and photocopy for each of your applicatiorssthfe ISFAA form needs parental signatures as agell
information about your parents’ finances, | recomthéhat you take the form home with you in summer
(unless you live in Hong Kong in which case it vii# easy for you to have the form completed when it
needed). Remember that the form has been desigreg tb accommodate the huge variety of financial
situations that exist around the world — partst@hay seem confusing or irrelevant. The univerditgs
however need to have an accurate assessment diilyancial means before they will produce a finahci
aid package for you. Whatever you can do to mak&ddim complete and accurate will help the univgrsi
to help you.

Certified translation of supporting documents In general you daot need to get the supporting
documents (such as tax and salary statements)at@mhand certified for your ISFAA. Provide your ow
translation of key parts of the documents, eitheth@ document itself if there is space or on #ached
sheet. The university where you eventually matataimight ask you for a certified translation atttime
and they might ask for more information so, sirtee ¢ertified translation is likely to cost monegave it
until you are asked for it.

Where and when to send the ISFAAWhile many universities expect you to submit tSBEAA with
your main application, some (eg Princeton, MIT)uieg you to send it to their Financial Aid officeé a
different address. Check the instructions carefully

While theCertificate of Financesform (included with the ISFAA) only needs to bes® the university
you choose to attend, it is easier to completehienvyou are completing the ISFAA and many colleges
prefer to receive it with the ISFAA. The universityust receive this before they can issue an I-2® fio

you for you to apply for a US student visa. In aage keep a photocopy of the forms you send.

The purpose of financial aid is to make universtiydy affordable, not necessarily free. It may hapdo
3 components, although loans are not common fernational students:
Grant — awarded money that does not need to bearepa
Work study — employment on campus (note that ytudlent visa does not allow you to work
outside the university)
Loan

In the US, universities may be state/public or gev State universities are heavily subsidisednf@tate
students (fees may be as low as a few thousand WEI# out of state and foreign students pay much
more. AlImost no state universities offer scholgysho foreign students (the Brockport campus of SUN
State University of New York, is one exception), sodents needing financial aid must direct their
attention towards the few private universities wilirs funding. The College Board International %toid
Handbook provides data for each institution on lkenber of international students receiving FA and
their average award so it is easy to find thosé Vats of international FA but impossible to knowvh
many, if any, of these students receive the fultding that many UWC students need — ie we don’ikkno
how that FA is distributed amongst the studentsb&bly more useful is th®cholarships repoftom the
LPC University Database that shows all scholarahigh FA offers by university since 2000.
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Each institution uses its own formula for determgnthe FA package for its applicants. One compoagént
this formula is the amount of international FA mgribe institution has available — a university with
limited funds might not try to meet the full neeat instead offer some incentive in the hope thadestts
can find the remainder themselves. Another comporseethe maximum amount awarded to any one
student — some universities for example providedddy for tuition fees, leaving the full living casto
the student, which is unrealistic for many UWC stud. Again the Scholarships report from the
University Database allows you to identify univées that have made full or large FA offers.

Note that:

University of Florida has (at 2005)8VC Scholarshipgsovering full tuition and living costs for
non-US students from UWCs, as well as the Davieritice Grant described below.

Methodist College has 4 full scholarships for UWGdents as well as the Davis incentive Grant
described below. One of these 4 scholarships ia f&tudent from a country devastated by war or
natural disaster.

Lewis & Clark College has 5 full scholarships foMZ students each year. Check their
information onhttp://www.|clark.edu/dept/iso/davisuwc.html

Davis Scholarships and Incentive Grants

The Davis Scholarship

With the generous support of Shelby Davis the D&NSC Scholars Program guarantees to meet the
financial need (up to US$40,000 per year) of eudWy/C student admitted t@rinceton, College of
Atlantic, Wellesley Colby andMiddlebury . Given that the full cost of attending these stha® little
more than US$40,000, this makes you as attractinan€ially to these schools as full fee payers. 3All
schools make far more funded offers to UWC studéinés similar colleges (eg 15 LPC offers by
Middlebury in 2003, 23 by Colby in 2005, and 6 bynBeton in 2004). Note that this is financial ad
therefore is need-based (not a merit scholarship).

The Davis Incentive Grant

A further 11 schools are now supported by the Dantentive Grant list for earliest matriculation
September 2007. These have an asterisk (*) inghbélow. The Grant provides up to US$10,000 (e f
$10,000 if needed) financial aid per UWC studentysar of undergraduate study. Many of the schools
below have been chosen because of their long-stgndierest in and support for UWC students. This
Grant allows these schools to make more finandidl cifers that meet a student’s full need than
previously (but in many cases will not make it easd gain admission with lower grades). Note tlat

do not need to do anything special for this Grasubmit your usual financial aid form and the unsiy

will note that you are a UWC student and will irsduthe $10,000 in their calculations.

Conditions for all Davis Scholarships and Incentivesrants:

1. available to UWC students who enter the univeiisit®004 or later (2006 for the new schools listed
above)

2. not available to students who have already statethother university — ie transfer students

3. students must maintain satisfactory academic pssgteough their 4 years

Note carefull: while this new Davis Incentive Grant has alreadylied in more offers to UWC students
from these schools, it may be unwise to restrictiryapplications to only these Davis-supported
institutions. Many other excellent schools have psufed our students previously and are worth
considering for their particular strengths:@gicagq MIT, and there are many more.

jnes Scott Colleg(women’s)* Duke University* San Francisco Art Institute
bertson College of Idal * Earlham College Simmons Collegé

nherst Colleg Franklin & Marshall College | Skidmore College

t Institute of Chicag Georgetown University Smith Collegglwomen’s)
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irnard Colleg (women'’s) Gettysburg Collegé St. John’s College (NM)
ites Colleg Grinnell College Swarthmore College
)ston Conservato (music, dance | Hamilton College Trinity College (CT)
1d theatre Harvard University Tufts University
ywdoin Colleg Haverford College Union College
andeis Universil Hood College University of Florida
own Universit Johns Hopkins University University of North Carolina at
yn Mawr Colleg (women’s) Kenyon College Chapel Hill*
icknell Universit * Lafayette College University of Pennsylvania
arleton Colleg Lake Forest College University of Redlands
aremont McKenna Colle: Lehigh University University of Richmond
Jlgate Universit Lewis & Clark College University of Virginia
Jllege of Notre Dame of Maryla | Luther College Vassar College
'omen’s Macalester College Wartburg College
Jllege of the Holy Cro: Methodist College (NC) Washington & Lee University
Jlorado Colleg Mount Holyoke College Washington U. in St Louis
dlumbia Universit (women’s) Wesleyan University (CT)
ynnecticut Collec Northwestern University Westminster College (MO)
yrnell Universit Oberlin College Wheaton College (MA)
artmouth Colleg St. Lawrence University Whitman College
ckinson Colleg Williams College

Yale University

SATs and fee waivers at Davis Schools

1. I have gleaned the following information mostlyrfraghe universities’ web sites and in some cases
from current (2005-06) prospectuses. Use thisqgde — while | am confident that most or all of
this is accurate, you should always check the mé&tion yourself. Please let me know if you
believe | am wrong somewhere.

2. SAT 2: many schools say they require the SAT buteme mention of SAT 2 — | have assumed
in these cases that SAT 2 tests are not required.

8 Note that most schools that do not require SATtillsscommend that you submit them if
you have them — | believe that IB predicted grddas UWCs are considered highly reliable,
especially by these Davis schools, so the lackAdf 3 scores will not be important for the
schools thatlo not require them

8 However high SAT 2 scores will always help your laggtion so, if you have them, submit
them.

3. Three SAT 2 tests
A few schools (eg Harvard, Princeton, Yale) demidmnde SAT 2s even though many of our
students are only studying two SAT subjects inrtiprogramme (and a few students only have
the Maths test). Harvard has said they will acteph Math 1 and Math 2 and | suspect that
Princeton and Yale will also accept this. If yoedeo sit an SAT 2 test in a subject you are not
familiar with, let me know and | will write a lettef explanation to accompany your scores.

4. Sending SAT scores

From August 2006 we will send a copy of your SAdrecreport with your LPC transcriff you

provide Emily with youtORIGINAL posted SAT score report. Many schools will acchkist and

if they don't, they will ask you for an originaldm Collegeboard. However, if you can afford the

Score Report or Rush Report fee then use it asl ialow the school you applied to to process

your application faster.

? means | have not been able to find the informggyet!).

Application fee waiver for online application: sci®that waive this fee make it very clear on

their web sites

oo
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8§ But many schools state the application fee and makaention of a waiver — these | have
rated as “no”, ie no fee waiver for online applicas.

Steve Udy
Sep 2006
iIs SAT 1 is SAT 2 | is application fee waived if apply
School . . .
required? required? online?
Agnes Scott College
(women’s)
Albertson College of Idaho
Ambherst College yes 2 no
Art Institute of Chicago yes no no
Barnard College yes 2 ?
Bates College no no fe(_a W?ived for_aII non-Us
applications (online or paper)
Boston Conservatory no no ?
Bowdoin College no no ?
Brandeis University yes 2 no
Brown University yes 2 ?
Bryn Mawr College yes 2 no
Bucknell University
Carleton College yes no waived
Claremont McKenna Collegg yes no no
Colby yes no waived
Colgate University yes no waived for online for
UWC students only
College of the Atlantic no no no
College of Notre Dame of -
Maryland yes no '
College of the Holy Cross no no no
Colorado College yes no no
Columbia University yes 2 no
Connecticut College no 2 fe_e W‘T’"Ved for_aII non-Us
applications (online or paper)
Cornell University yes yes ?
Dartmouth College yes 2 no
Dickinson College yes no ?
Duke University yes 2
Earlham College yes no no
Franklin & Marshall College yes no no
Georgetown University yes 3 ?
waived for all

Gettysburg College yes no international applications
Grinnell College yes no waived
Hamilton College yes no waived
Harvard University yes 3 no
Haverford College yes 2 no
Hood College yes no waived
Johns Hopkins University yes no ?
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School IS SAT 1 5 SAT 2 | is application fe_e waived if apply
required? required? online?
Kenyon College yes no fee waived for all non-US
applications (online or paper)
Lafayette College yes no no
Lake Forest College yes no waived
Lehigh University yes no no
Lewis & Clark College (or Poyﬁiﬁo Path) no waived
Luther College yes no waived
Macalester College yes no ?
Methodist College (NC) yes o waived for _UWC students only
(online or paper)

Middlebury yes no no
Mount Holyoke College no no waived
Northwestern University
Oberlin College yes no no
Princeton yes 3 no
St. Lawrence University no no ?
San Francisco Art Institute yes ? no
Skidmore College yes no no
Simmons Collegéwomen’s) waived
Smith College yes no waived
St. John’s College
Swarthmore College yes 2 ?
Trinity College (CT) yes no waived
Tufts University yes 2 no
Union College yes no no

. . . waived for UWC students only
University of Florida yes no . o

only online applications accepted

University of North Carolina 5
at Chapel Hil yes no '
University of Pennsylvania yes 2 ?
University of Redlands yes no no
University of Richmond yes no ?
University of Virginia yes no ?
Vassar College yes 2 no
Wartburg College waived (both online and paper)
Washington & Lee University yes 2 ?
Washington U. in St Louis yes no ?
Wellesle yes o waived for online for
e UWC students only
Wesleyan University (CT) yes no ?

. waived for online for
Westminster College (MO) no no UWC students only
Wheaton College (MA) no no waived if apply before g

January
Whitman College yes no no
Williams College yes 2 no
Yale University yes 3 no
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Dealing with your offers

Most US universities set a Maﬁtbleadline for replying, either accepting or declgntheir offers. This
date is usually a postmark deadline, and | thinis isafe to assume this unless your offer lettatest
otherwise. Accepting the offer typically requirending a non-refundable deposit, usually as a biaaft
(~HK$50 at many Hong Kong banks) although some emities do allow payment by credit card. The
deposit is likely to be several hundred US$.

Offer of admission with insufficient financial aid

Universities assess your financial need carefifilyou are sure that the amount they expect yopaipis
unreasonable:
the university might have misunderstood your famaifinancial situation.
your family’s financial situation might have chadggnce you completed the financial aid form.
the university might have insufficient funds to rgeur full need.

You are welcome to contact the university’s Finahgiid Office to explain your situation — this willot
jeopardize your admission offer. What you say tenthand how much more money you request will
depend on your particular situation. For exampl@ei have been assessed as high need and onlytasked
pay, say, US$5,000 out of $40,000 then a justifiequest for another $1,000 would be considered
seriously (it is little money to the university balearly a lot of money to your family). Howeveryibu had
been asked to pay $20,000 then it would not beoredse to request another $1,000 aid — if your fami
can afford $19,000 then it can likely manage toraff$20,000. Similarly a student of high need may b
able to get a significant reduction in the amotat they pay (if justified) while a student of maneans
may be unable to get a useful reduction simply beea useful reduction for the latter student wawoisk

the university much more.

Asking a Financial Aid Office to reassess your Fkage implies that they made a mistake — henge the
may be reluctant to change their decision unlesspyovide some new information (eg a change inliami
circumstances or a collapse in your country’s eagonsince you completed the financial aid form) or a
clarification on some important point that perhapsy not have been obvious to them. A blunt reqgioest
more money simply because you cannot afford to tdjopnobably get you nowhere. If you do not have
new information or anything that you think needsritying, then it may be best to ask what otherses

of financial support are available, such as loar$ @-campus work (note that your F-1 student fosa
the US does not permit you to work outside the ersiy).

Multiple offers

If you are in the fortunate position of receivingiltiple offers, you may want to reconsider the tieta
merits of each institution, or you might alreadyda clear idea of your first choice — this isradito
revisit the various books you found useful whemtially doing your research (Fiske, Insiders Guidé¢he
Colleges, etc) and discuss with friends and fagolyr options. Often the match between your ownelu
and the characteristics of the college will deteenhow comfortable you would be there. Contacting
current students at these universities who holdlaimalues to your own (eg student from your cowynt
LPC and UWC alumni) can help you identify importéedtures, both positive and negative.

As soon as you have made your decision pleasenédy Enow and inform all of the universities thave
made offers. It is important to send declines tivensities as soon as you are able so that theyamhly
recycle these places and perhaps also financiatcaidaitlisted students, who may well include our
students.

Waitlist
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Waitlisted applicants will usually not receive acd®n until after the university’s reply deadlireie
sometime in May once the university knows who haglided its offers. Some schools do not rank their
waitlist — this means that they will review all weted applications before making decisions on mho

offer places to aftersiMay. You do need to reply to the university (usulefore Pt May) to confirm
your interest in staying on the waitlist - ther@wsll be instructions in the envelope with your demi. It
is a good idea to explain why this university istsa good match for you (for example it might hast
the right programme, facilities, etc) and to memtamything new and significant that would suppatiry

application. In most cases another reference will hrelp — this would be theMUreference they would
receive about you and it is unlikely to add muclhi® other three.

If your first choice university has waitlisted yoggu do need to secure a place somewhere elsedprbvi
you have other offers. Be aware that only a smadition of waitlisted students receive offers. Jamy if
you have an offer from a university but they hawathsted you for financial aid, you need to secare
affordable place elsewhere — because there is rrcehalthough small, of receiving a waitlist demsi

before May g you may want to delay your acceptance to younriersity until late April.

Accepting your best affordable offer means payindeposit that you might not use if your waitlist is
successful. You can think of the deposit as anrarste - you pay it but hope that you won't needde it.
As the deposit will probably be a few hundred U8 ynight not wish to forfeit this amount if you eap
matriculating elsewhere. For some of you this mayaldifficult decision to resolve and perhaps takh
about rationally — you are welcome to discuss ithwne. It is important that you think through this
carefully.
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Obtaining a student visa

By Peter Briggs, Director of International Studemid Scholar Services, Michigan State University
(article in American Colleges and Universities maiga, 2003 and the ECIS Circular publication)

The processes for obtaining a student visa andtaiaing your legal immigration status while in the
U.S. have, unfortunately, become more complicaiedesthe events of September 11, 2001. [The
changes in these government regulations are tliét ipolicy-makers facing the challenge of how to
balance the need to live in a free society whilagguoting U.S. borders from terrorism. Please niodd
these regulations are likely to continue to chaage the information in this article should be cleztk
when you read this.

—+

It is for this reason that you are advised to chagth the International Student Office at the
college/university you have selected to attend @b the latest information. In addition, the U|S.
Department of State provides updated informatiorstmgent visa issues in the section of its welsite
dealing with visas. To access this, go to

http://travel.state.gov/visa/temp/types/types 1268

One thing is clear. The doors of the U.S. institasi of higher education remain open to internationa
students. Advisors both in and out of the U.S. wiithply need to learn the new regulations and adjus
to a bit of increased bureaucracy. U.S. Consukatasnd the world are continuing to issue studesdsi
and the U.S. still hosts more international stuslénan any other country in the world. What doés [th
mean to you? Do not be discouraged. The purposghisf article is to provide you with the
understanding of how to obtain a student visa.

What is an 1-20 form?
When an institution in the U.S. admits a studendwhnot a U.S. citizen or permanent resident, they
must issue a Certificate of Eligibility, more comntpknown as a Form 1-20, that the student cantose
apply for an F-1 (student) visa. The informationtlb@ Form I-20 indicates several important points.

The institution has determined that they have meedtyour academic records and that you|are
academically qualified to be admitted to the degmegram offered by the institution.

The institution has determined that sufficient fin&l support is available to you for the period
of time you need to complete the degree programwhicch you have been admitted. The
institution should not issue the Form I-20 to yatiluyou have provided them with information
on your ability to meet all estimated educationad éiving expenses. It is for this reason that
they probably asked you or your parents to prothéen with information about how you plan to
budget for the cost of higher education. Demonsigdtnancial responsibility is one of the mast
important steps in applying for a student visa. $tieool states their estimate of the full cost of
education in Section 7 of the I-20 and they stag¢efinancial information they have about you in

Section 8. It is common that verification of healtsurance to meet any catastrophic probléms
is included in the financial information.

The institution states in Section 6 of the [-20t tiey have determined that you either have|the
proficiency in English to enroll as a full-time di&nt or that you must enroll in special language
courses to bring your language skills to the leegluired by the institution. This is usually dgne
by requiring you to provide scores on standardiestls like the Test of English as a Forejgn
Language (TOEFL) or the SAT.
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Section 5 of the I-20 indicates your major as vaslithe dates of when you must report to|the
school and the length of time they expect it véke you to complete the course of study. This is
all important information, but the date of repogtiis essential for you to know. If you cannot
arrive in the U.S. by the reporting date listed your initial attendance at the school, U.S.
immigration laws will not allow you to enter the3J.

Your name and your date of birth are listed in Bacl of the form. The spelling of your name
must be exactly the same as it appears in youpp#éssf the spelling of your name is different,
or if the date of birth is not listed correctly,yghould contact your school to request a hew
form with corrected information.

The role of the U.S. Consul
If you have your Form [-20, you are now ready tckenan appointment to apply for the F-| visa at|the
U.S. Consulate. You should make an appointmenaasfadvance as possible. Given new security
regulations and background checks that are takiacepit is now taking longer to obtain U.S. vis@as.
You should take with you a valid passport, your k020, and the same financial verificatipn

information that you provided to the institution.

The Consular Officer has several decisions to nadkeit you.
1. Do you have sufficient financial support? This isywwou must present the financial documents.

2. Do you intend to return to your country upon coriple of your studies? U.S. visa laws assyme
that every applicant for a nonimmigrant visa inteta remain in the U.S. It is therefore up to you t
demonstrate that you have strong ties to your hoooetry and that your intent to enter the U.S. is
to depart upon degree completion. In short, youi lvalin the U.S. for a temporary period of time,
and not permanently. This can be challenging. ldezesome suggestions.

Economic ties: These include your family's econopusition, property you may own or
inherit, and your economic potential when you cdrame with a U.S. education.

Family and social ties: How many close family mernsbiese in your home country,
compared to those who may live in the United Statéan you demonstrate involvement
in your school or community that would be indicatigf a sincere connection to yaqur
town or country? What leadership, sports and otbkrs have distinguished you as a
person who appears likely to return home and playeain the community?

What is SEVIS?

The U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service§)Nmaintains records on all students in the U.S.
This system, known as the Student and Exchangé&¥isiformation System (SEVIS) is scheduled to
be fully implemented by January 30, 2003. SEVI8ndnternet-based system that involves electronjc
reporting of information. When the institution ieslyour Form I-20, your name was entered into
SEVIS and this system will monitor your progressiaiy the time you are in the United States.

What if you are refused a visa?

If your visa application is denied, the Consulafi€@f is required to give you an explanation intimg.
You have the right to apply a second time, butat yeapply, make sure to prepare carefully. [The
Consular Officer will want to see new informatiaorh the first application that was refused.

Some things not to do

When vyour intent is to be a student in the U.S naioenter the U.S. on a tourist visa. If you are
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from a country that participates in the visa waergram, do not enter on that program. You
must obtain and use the F-1 visa. If you use aoriact visa, the U.S. government will consider
that you have misrepresented your purpose foriegtére U.S.

You are required to attend the institution who2® lyou used to enter the U.S. It would be a
mistake for you to use the I-20 from one institatio enter the U.S. and then actually enroll in
another school. This can be tempting if the sclioat is your first choice offers you admission
quite late. You will create legal problems for yseif if you fail to enroll at the institution that
issued the Form 1-20 you used at your port of etatithe U.S.

Obtaining the visa and entering the U.S. is thst fitep in a much longer relationship with the U.S.
When you arrive in the U.S., you should become liamwith your responsibilities to maintain your
student visa. Students who are serious about shadlies should not expect difficulties with the new

immigration rules.

Europe

Also read theCIS noteson US style universities in Europe in Appendix 9.

Except in Britain most European public universitiese no or low tuition costs leaving you with ottig
living costs for that country. Most of these arerkéo accept non-European students although thye rain
English-medium courses may be quite limited. Negherlandshas the best choice of university courses
in English with some universities offering compledegrees in English. Some universities in other

countries may provide degrees with tﬁéybar of study taught in English (€grmanyUniversities

There are several colleges and universities in fur@ther than national universities of Britain and
Ireland), which teach mainly in English. Some a#4@ are private universities offering an Americgtes
education. The ECIS Higher Education Directory rfig office) contains descriptions of most of these
English medium universities. Most of these belofeiosome financial assistance to international esttsl
but it is rare to find scholarships covering baittion and living costs. The only one that seembdue
significant financial aid for international studers the International University of Bremen.

The European Higher Education Fair is held evesr y@ Hong Kong around March but unfortunately
often clashes with the weekend at the beginnirendrof Project Week.

If financial aid is offered, it tends to be meriaded more than need based. There are significant
scholarship opportunities at Utrecht, Vesalius sl

Several of the schools have late winter or sprohgiasions deadlines. Note that IUB offers threendsu

of decision (ie 3 application deadlines), includexg early round in December — your chance of ggttin
financial aid is higher if you apply earlier. Apgditions to these schools tend to be fairly simpleof
them require transcripts, essays, and counseldmmmendation. Most of these schools require préof o
English proficiency and may ask for the TOEFL andife SAT.

Note that while classes are taught in English, mafctine life outside class is conducted in the ¢oim
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native language. So for example, if you expecttena IUB, you should plan on learning German.

Austria

Webster University (www.webster.edua branch of Webster University, MO, USA. Littlé, any,
financial aid is available at the European brandié¥ebster.

Belgium

Vesalius College

VUB Brussels www.vub.ac.be/VECPassociated with Boston University. Vesalius affsome full and
partial scholarships to international studentsd&tiis must be nominated for these scholarshigsulfare
interested please see me.

Bulgaria

American University in Bulgaria (www.aubg.bg
City University, (associated with City University of Seattle, Wasjon)

France

The French Consulatehas the EduFrance department that employs an Bolucafficer to offer advice
on study in France

EduFrance, Consulate General of France
25/F, Tower 2, Admiralty Centre
18 Harcourt Rd, Hong Kong
Tel 3196 6208
mailto:etu@france.co.hk

On the Consulate’s web site select English, them@im France from the menu on
the left, then select Studying in France

American University of Paris

AUP (www.aup.f)is well established and is much an American libarts colleges. It is also one of the
most highly regarded US style universities outdide US Half scholarships are available to qualified
applicants. AUP also grants a year of credits &mlgates of IB programmes.

Parsons Paris School of Design

www.parsons.eduAssociated with Parsons School of Art and Desigthe New York and Los Angeles.
Little financial aid is available.

Germany

Germany actively promotes study opportunities foreign students through the DAAD (Deutsher
Akademischer Austausch Dienst, or German Academah&nhge Service) http://www.daad.de/There
are several DAAD booklets in the Academic Centre.

IB Requirements for German Public Universities

While public universities in most countries arouthé world accept a pass in the IB Diploma without
other conditions, German public universities hatr&ctsIB requirements — read the details in tiBe
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documenin the BUG supporting files folder:

International University of Bremen

IUB (http://www.iu-bremen.dg/is a new (opened 2001), small university affdcto Rice University in
Texas that is growing quickly. Uniquely it is a Ifrunternational and comprehensive university that
combines both American and European styles of dmuncalt offers an academically challenging
experience in a variety of majors, most of thenatesl to the sciences although they also offer hlig
regarded interdisciplinary degree in social studi®e have had several visits from IUB representstiv
recent years and they seem keen to matriculate Gi¥dents.

Financial aid is available, although there are aypp#,000 euros of costs that are never coverethdiy

aid package. There are 4 application deadlinegirggawith 1! December — apply early if you need
financial aid as this will become more competitinghe later application sessions. | visited IUBNov.
2003 — ask me if you want to know about my expeeethere.

International University of Applied Sciences Bad Honef — Bonn

(www.fh-bad-honnef.de

This is a totally English-medium university speisilg in management in service industries, withrdeg

in Aviation Management, Business Management, lat@wnal Hospitality and Tourism, and Event
Management. They are recognised as one of theatfing Hotel Schools in the world. See me if you are
interested — they have a contact person in HonggKeho can meet with you to provide more
information.

The International University of Germany

IUG (http://www.i-u.dej is also a new private university. IUG offers sew@cademic courses of study that
combine work and study. IUG specializes in busimeaesagements, IT and related fields.

Technical University of Hamburg

The Technical University of Hamburg, general engiimg science programmej\yw.tuhh.de¢, offers a
highly regarded engineering degree.

Greece

University of LaVerne California, Athens Campus (emaddmis@Iaverne.edu.gr
The American College of Thessalonicénttp://www.act.edy/

The American Farm School(http://www.americanfarmschool.ojgfounded in 1904; offers excellent
educational opportunities in the field of agricu#tueconomics.

City Liberal Studies (http://www.city.academic.gy a branch of University of Sheffield, U.K., offer
degree programs in such as business, computenssgndology; graduates are awarded diplomas from
the University of Sheffield on successful completal programme

Ireland

Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland

RCSI (ttp://www.rcsi.ie) offers degrees in medicine, dentistry, pharmamysing and physiotherapy.
Admission is open to students with IB Diploma seooé at least 28, which makes it far more accessibl
than the UK where places for non-EU students ateemely limited and scores around 40 are needed.
Check the RCSI filebox in the Academic Centre fooreninformation and also read thedectronic
brochure
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American College in Dublin
email: degree@amcd.ie

Italy

University of Bocconi

The Universita Bocconi in Milan, Italy has an Imtational Economics and Management degree entinely i
English with other programmes (Law, Economics andiBess Administration) in Italian. Bocconi is very
keen to get non-ltalian students and has a lotleblarship support — approximately one third okfgn
students will get a scholarship covering all totiticosts and some contribution to living costs, atier
Italian government funding may also be available fugh need cases. Check the web site
(www.unibocconi.it/fundergradugteand make enquiries through their dedicated enseilvice at
undergraduate.services@unibocconliPC had a presentation by 2 Bocconi represemstia March
2006 — these were Bocconi graduates completingnt@nniship in Hong Kong, and most years there are
Bocconi grad’s working in HK so let me know if yawant to make contact with someone like this.

Iltalian-medium universities

The following on Italian universities was sent te@ oy the university counsellor at Adriatic UWC in
October 2003.
The most prestigious and well-known universities &

e Bocconi — Milano — for economics and finance anchaggment (private)

e Luiss — Roma — for social studies (private)

» Facolta di Medicina di Padova (public)

» Facolta di Architettura di Venezia (public)

e Scienze Internazionali e Diplomatiche di Gorizialgfic)

e Scuola Interpreti e Traduttori di Trieste (public)

e Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna and Normale di Pisa @hpublic and private) — social and

experimental sciences

Application Procedures
In general, things happen much later than for Acagriand British Universities, the only exception

being Bocconi (dossier for foreigners in April) ahdiss (entry exam in April). The so-call¢
preiscrizione is not compulsory and usually youeht register only during the summer. The el

0|
ntry

exams are in September. Foreigners need to gstaawicome and they have to make a deposit for

about 350 euros per month (September to Decenildd@g) means approximately 1400 euros. For
entry exams there are no general rules. Every tsityedecides its own criteria and procedui
Anyway, this is only to get accepted in the Uniuigrand not to receive the scholarship. The g
exceptions are the Collegi di Eccellenza (Norm&bnmt'’Anna and Collegio Unico di Bologna) whi
are very selective and which are, in practice, sgibée only for Italians.

Costs and Scholarships
The public universities normally cost 800 euros year in taxes. The private ones range betw
3000 to 8000 euros per year. Then, you have tofpayccommodation, food, and books. T
scholarships are always partial and they arriver dtan the actual start of the university; so aue
to have some money to count on. There is no such #s a total financial support. The institution

which you normally apply for financial aid is the-salled ERDISU (ente regionale per il diritto al

studio universitario). It can help you with a retloe of taxes, with accommodation at a minin
price, and with mensa. It is also of course possiblwork (eg in bars or shops or giving priv
lessons). Italian Universities are not like camgusaey are usually well integrated in the town.
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University entrance for foreign students

Each year at the beginning of May the Italian Mmie dell’lstruzione e della Ricerca publishes|on

internetwww.miur.it a document (Circolare Ministeriale) giving instiioas to foreign students gn

what they should do in order to matriculate at &ensity in Italy. The matriculation procedure

MUST start from the Italian Consulate in your own coynBe scrupulous not to miss the deadlines

indicated in the Circolare Ministeriale.

Books

Annuario delle universita degli studi in Italiaircl. 75 universities in Italy
RAPPORTO ANNUALE DEL CENSIS SULLE UNIVERSITA ITHEIAdited by Repubblica

Web sites

http://www.murst.it/ General site f@alibn universities

www.careerbookuniversita.somedia.it Career Book Universita

http://www.fondazionerui.it/ Fondazione Rui — Italian fdation with limited
scholarships

http://www.virgilio.it For university sda

http://www.univ.trieste.it/ Universita degli StudiTdieste (incl. School of
Interpreters)

http://www.pug.units.it/ Universita di Trieste Gorizia - Economics & Poldic
Science

http://www.unifocconi.it/ Universita Bocconi (incl. DIEM Degree in Interratial
Economics and Management)

http://www.luiss.it Luiss Guido Car

http://www.unive.it Universita di Venezia

Scuole di Eccellenza

http://www.collegio.unibo.it/ Universita di Bologna

http://www.sns.it/ La Scuola Supe Normale Pisa — pure sciences

http://www.ssup.it/ La Scuola Superiore Sant'Anna di Pisa —social segenc

Netherlands

Anne-Marie van Kempen runs Nedudesk at the Nethasl&Consulate in Hong Kong to offer advice on
study in the Netherlands.

Nedudesk Consulate of the Netherlands
Suite 5702
57/F, Cheung Kong Centre
2 Queen’s Road Rd, Central
Hong Kong
Tel 2297 0898
nedudesk@netvigator.com

Several Dutch universities offer courses and a fellvdegree programmes in English. For example
Maastricht University College offers a 3-year Atisgree and a 3-year Science degree similar to $he U
undergraduate bachelor degree. While individualvensity websites are given below, the Study in
Netherlands websitén{tp://www.studyin.nly is probably your best starting point.

Most or all of these English-medium courses argelgrsubsidised by the Dutch government and maty cos
as little as around US$1,500 per year for tuitewen for non-EU students. Depending on the locatifon
the university, living costs may be comparable t@wen cheaper than in the UK and definitely cheape
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than London. The application deadlines are in fesemester.

University Web site addresqcorrect at Feb 2003)
Maastricht http://www.unimaas.nl/default.asp?taal=en
University of Tilburg http://www.uvt.nl/

Erasmus University of Rotterdarhttp://www.eur.nl/

University of Groningen www.rug.nl

Amsterdam School of the Arts | www.ahk.nl

University of Amsterdam www.uva.nl

University of Delft www.bu.tudelft.nl/ssc/english
University of Leiden www.leiden.edu

University College Utrecht www.uc.nl

University of Nijmegen www.kun.nl

University College Utrecht

Each year we may nominate 2 students for the CBBElaships at UC Utrecht. This scholarship covers
approximately 75% of the full costs (tuition + Ing), leaving the student to cover less than 3,000 e
each year. The application deadline is usuallyailyeDecember and | will post a sign-up list in Gur

for students who wish to be nominated.

Also check out the following:
e Emerson Collegein Maastricht, a branch of Emerson University, MF§A
e Erasmus University, Rotterdam, International Program in Business Asion (vww.imscba.eur.nl
¢ University College Maastricht
e University of Amsterdam, BA in International Economicsvw.fee.uva.nl/ace
e Webster University (www.webster.nla branch of Webster University, MO, USA

Spain
Costs

Spanish state universities cost around HK$4,00¢/@ar and living costs may be as low as HK$2,000 pe
month. There is some scholarship support for stisdeom "developing” countries.

Entrance Exam

All students need to sit an entrance exam (sam8ganish and international students). There isatiyr

no exam session held in Hong Kong (nearest is Jagtough if sufficient numbers wanted to sitthtis
may be arranged. The entrance exam score rangafitow) to 10 (high) and different universitiest s
their acceptance criteria for various courses basethis scale. A '5' or '6' is sufficient for gnto BA
programmes in most universities. A '5' is the lowsssing score so | expect all Spanish speakeos wh
pass the IB to be able to achieve this — you mayt wacheck with one of our Spanish students atiwait
content of the exam.

Mireia Ruiz is the Cultural Officer at the HK SpahiConsulate. She has been very helpful.
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mailto:espcghk@asiaonline.nétl 2525 3041

Spanish universities web sites
- http://www.seui.mec.es/Conexiones/conexiones _usigades.html
http://www.netmastertti.com/unis.htm
http://www.mec.es/consejowith an English version under construction
(http://www.mec.es/consejou/erasmus/UK/indexerasriListon)
http://www.becas.com# information on grants at Spanish universities

St Louis University

St Louis University in Madrid, a branch of St Louis University in MOSA, offers accredited coursework
that can be applied towards a degree at an aceded®B university, but it does not offer a full degrMost
students who start their degree at St Louis U inifilacompete their bachelor degree at the US campus
at another US school.

Sweden

The Swedish Instituteh{tp://www.si.seY is a public agency that promotes higher educatioBweden.
Although most foreign students study in Swedenxat@nge students from other universities, thetkas
opportunity to apply directly to study in Swedamwhich case you are referred to as a ‘free mover'.

Read more on the Study in Sweden weblsiig//www.sweden.se/templates/SISFrontPage .49p8

Switzerland

Franklin College Switzerland (www.fc.edy
Webster University (www.webster.r), a branch of Webster University , MO, USA

Several Swiss colleges offer highly regarded prognas in hospitality and hotel management. Check
http://www.hospitalityguild.com/Education/World/Szerland.htmfor a list of schools. Th&lion Hotel
School (http://www.glion.chj is one of the more prestigious programmes. Sggb®ols offer little, if any
financial aid.

United Kingdom

(excluding national universities)
Regents Collegéwww.regentsac.uk) offers limited financial aid to internatadrstudents.
The European Business Schodhttp://www.ebslondon.ac.ukoffers two full scholarships per year.
Richmond, The American International University in London (www.richmond.ac.ukoffers limited
financial aid to international students.
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Other Regions

There are many universities and other higher educatstitutions around the world that teach in Esig
Some of these have accredited US undergraduateapnaotes. One site to research these options in more
detail is Hobsonshttp://www.hobsons.co/

| have the ECIS Higher Education Directory avaabth loan from my office.

Australia

Information in Hong Kong
Australian Education Centre
Room 1708 Harbour Centre, 25 Harbour Rééah Chai, HK
Tel 2827 5475 ext 13
Fax 2827 1765
http://studyinaustralia.gov.au/Sia/en/Home.htm
Links to scholarships for international studentsdividual Australian universities
http://www.detya.gov.auijhered/scholarships.htm#AustralianUniversitySclabigurs

Books
Getting into Australian Universities
The Good Universities Guide

Application Deadlines

Note that although international students may be tbapply as late as November or December (ib sta
the following Feb or Mar), Australian students msigsbmit their application by around mid September —
check with the individual universities for theirrpaular deadlines.

A Quick Guide for the Student Adviser
By Tim Beckett, Director International EducatiomelAustralian National University, Canberra (2002),
article published in the ECIS Circular publication.

Australia: fantasy and fact

Ah, Australia! Uluru, the Sydney Opera House, tiveds Barrier Reef, the Great Southern Land,|the
Land Down Under, land of sea and surf and sunCittback and the Reef and the laid-back Aussie
lifestyle, "Crocodile Dundee", the Aussie Swim Teathe archetypical images of Australia.

So, what's the reality:
Australia is the most urbanized nation on eartlailyet0% of the current population of roughly
19 million live in just Sydney and Melbourne);

Australia has a dynamic economy growing at rou@ty a year (better than most other
industrialized nations) and advanced social andsiphl infrastructure in a stable, liberal,
democratic society

24% of the population was not born in Australia andther 27% had at least one parent born
overseas; over 16% of the population speak a layjggother than English at home; Islam and
Buddhism are the fastest growing religions - Ad&tria a country of racial diversity;

more people are employed in cultural activitiemtiasport in Australia and Australians are
reputed to be among the highest per capita boo&rbuy the world.
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Australian inventions with worldwide application clode the "Black Box" flight recorder, the
self-raising construction crane that is a featufes@ many skylines and, believe it or not, the (dry
photocopier; an Australian, Professor Frank Fenleerthe world smallpox eradication program and
Australians play leading roles in world Media, ABisiness and (particularly, Medical) Science.

The Education Sector

With around 9,600 schools (Primary and Secondarggleng more than 3.2 million students, nearly 2
million students in Vocational and Training institms and 39 universities enrolling nearly 700,000
students across all imaginable programs from Adfication is alive and well and living in Australja.
Indeed, the recently released results of the OE@igrBm for International Student Assessment fank
Australian school students among the world's tdgeading, Math and Science.

The 38 universities that are members of the AuatraVice-Chancellors' Committee (AVCC) - the

Council of Australian university presidents - inddu37 public and one private university. There |are
specific requirements for membership and all of Alustralian members of ECIS are members of|the
AVCC. You can find out more about the AVCC andntembers ahttp://www.avcc.edu.auMhile
Australian universities are self- accrediting, thafer degrees and diplomas within the Australian

Qualifications Framework (AQF) that is endorsedliy Australian Federal and State governments and
by the AVCC. More about the AQF is fatp://www.aqgf.edu.au/

Australian university education has its 150 year+alots in the British tradition but it is now mag
closer to the US model of hours and grade point®rporating greater flexibility in degree struetsito
enable students to broaden their programs. Incrglgsithe professions are moving to graduate
admission and this is especially true in Medicihaw is now most usually undertaken in the
particularly Australian invention of the "Combin&kgree" which allows students to fast track both
their undergraduate degree and Law degree in ayésge integrated program. Combined degrees in
other disciplines allow students to prepare both dmployment in a profession and to follow a
particular academic interest and are becoming a&singly popular with Australian and overseas
students alike.

-

Interestingly, in Australia there are no officidédgue tables" of institutions: there are a nunige
publications that rate various university attritsub@it none that rank institutions one against theroA
useful guide is published by the Federal DepartroéBducation Science and Technology (DEST) and
can be found dtttp://www.detya.gov.au/tenfields/

Overseas Students

In 2000 there were over 95,000 overseas studenddlexhin Australian universities - roughly 13% |of
the student population. An overseas student isadylwho is not an Australian Citizen or Permanent
Resident or a New Zealand Citizen. Overseas stageatrequired to pay full cost-recovery tuitioase
unless they are on a reciprocal exchange progranmual tuition ranges from around A$12,000

(US$6,000) for Humanities and Social Sciences, AH1® (US$8,000) for Engineering and lab-based
programs to A$30,000 (US$15,000) for Medicine, Viesry Medicine and Dentistry. Add another

A$12-14,000 annually for living expenses (dependingthe location of the institution) and you will
have a fair idea of the affordability of Australianiversity programs.

Australia has a closely regulated overseas studaoigram and all Australian institutions offering
courses to overseas students must be accreditekgistered on a Federal Government register called
CRICOS. Unless an institution is able to quoteORICOS number, it cannot accept overseas students
nor promote its courses to them. Student visas matl be issued to students looking to enroll in

non-registered institutions.

In addition, Australian institutions must conforona National Code of Practice, enacted by the Bbder
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Government, that mandates minimum program informnastudent service, financial and
administrative requirements for overseas studémesguiding principle is: "what you see is what you
get". The AVCC has also weighed in with Guideliaesl a Code of Ethics for universities in their
dealings with international students. You can fimel National Code (and information about CRICOS)
at http://www.detya.gov.au/esos/

and the AVCC Guidelines attp://www.avcc. edu.au/news/public statementsipabbns/code. htm

So why Australia?

Here's six good reasons:
- stable, safe, exciting English-speaking country
multicultural and welcoming; diversity is encourdge
tradition of quality education at all levels
flexible, student-centered programs and services
legislative protection for overseas students andda@ry Code of Practice
highly affordable programs

All  social statistics sourced from Australian Bureaof Statistics (ABS) collections
http://www.abs.gov.au/
Enrollment statistics source: DEST collectidrigp://www.detyg.gov.au/highered/statinfo.html

Japan

The web site below has information in several laggs about studying in Japan.
http://www.studyjapan.go.jp/en/index.htmi

There are scholarships available for Hong Kongesttgito study in Japan — check the web page for the
Japan Consulate in Hong Korgtp://www.hk.emb-japan.go.jp/eng/study.html

New Zealand

Information in Hong Kong
NZ Education Centre

Suite 6502, 65/F, Central PlazaH&a8bour Rd, Wanchai, HK
Tel 2526 7898

Websites
General education in NZ http://www.educatinnz.org.nz/
Study in New Zealand http://www.study-in-newzealand.org.hk/

NZ Vice-Chancellors Committee  http://www.nzvcc.ac.nz
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University

CIDE

Centro de Investigacion y
Docencia Economica

TEC

Instituto Tecnoldgico y de
Estudios Superiores de
Monterrey

EBC

Escuela Bancar

Scholarships

2 scholarships @ 90% of tuitior

Minimum 2 scholarships @
90% tuition

15 scholarship

Living costs

300 — 400 US$ 400 - 500 US$
(student pays
Majors Only social sciences: 26 majors — check the 10 majors — che
available - Public Administration website
Economics
International Studies
Law
Political Studies
History
Entry
: SAT1 > 1500 PG > 34 (out of 42) PG> 29 (o
requirements
Aggggﬁtrl]gn early in 2'9 semester early in" semester 15 Me
WWW www.cide.edu www.tecdemonterrey.edu.mx www.ebi
University | Lic. Andrea Fernandez de Castro C.P. Norma A. Rodriguez | Lic. Cristina Carri

contact persorn

Coordinadora de Promocién de
Programas académicos y
admisiones
mailto:andrea.fernandez@cide.g

Zamora

Directora de Becas y

Financiamientos
donailto:nrodrigu@itesm.mx

International Affa
Coordinator
mailto:mc.carrasc

Info on file in

my office

various brochures

catalogue

CDrol

There will be Spanish entrance requirements, affhaatal fluency in Spanish might not be needed.
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Singapore

Singapore Management University

SMU is one of Singapore’s public universities arfters business courses in collaboration with the
Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvanibefie are 3 main undergraduate programmes: Business
Management, Accountancy, and Economics. The IRdsgnised for admission and credit is offered for
courses where you achieve 5 or higher at HL. SASr&quired and maybe an English test such as TOEFL
also. There seem to be some scholarship oppo#gsr{gpecifically a Li Ka Shing scholarship for PR@i

HK students and probably others) but they may Ing #@mpetitive. Tuition fees for international séunds

are around Sing$6,500.

Lots of info on their web sitéattp://www.smu.edu.sg/

The following was adapted from feedback generously provided by the counselling
office at UWCSEA in April 2006

SMU has an excellent reputation especially due to its connection with Wharton (U Penn). They are very pro-IB, so
there is no problem getting admission with predicted IB grades, although it will be a conditional offer until the final
results are released. SMU does pay a lot of attention to the SAT 1s, especially if the student wants a scholarship
(those tend to have conditions attached, usually a 3-year obligation to work in Singapore or for a Singapore
company, due to Singapore Government subsidies).

SMU has a new, state-of-the-art campus in the heart of the city and very conveniently located to the business
district.

Notes made during an SMU admission representative’s visit to UWCSEA early in 2006:
Admission rate is 1in 9
1100-1500 places available each year
60% A-level students from Sing, 20% Polytech students from Sing, 20% international students
1in 9 get scholarships
average IB pts for entry is 36 out of 45
Minimum 1900 on the new SAT 1 required (for scholarships, need to have >2100)
Don’'t need SAT 2s but encouraged to send if done well in them
Extracurricular and community service activities, leadership, etc taken into account
Personal statement of 300 words
Interview for shortlisted applicants
Rolling Admissions, through to early April (check web site!!)
Special new scholarship--double degree scholars programme, no bond involved--Lee K. Chian
scholarship; see website

Thailand

Asian University

AU is located only 130 km from Bangkok and may ba&tiv considering if you want to study in Asia in
English. It has undergraduate programmes in EngmgeBusiness and Multimedia. Total cost (tuition
board) is around HK$70,000 per year (360,000 badt. web sitehttp://www.asianust.ac.this clear and
informative.

Standardised Tests

1. Most US universities require you to submit scomsSATS. Increasingly US colleges are waiving
TOEFL (or an equivalent English test) for non-natimnglish speakers at UWCs — | am compiling a
list this year (2004-05), so check with me or dsk tiniversity directly. A few Canadian universities
also request SAT scores although mainly for USesitsl(US students at LPC have the benefit of the
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IB programme and should not need to submit SATesj)oln general there are no standardized test
requirements for universities in other countrieem® universities in other countries might require
evidence of your ability to communicate in Engl{slg to take TOEFL or an equivalent test) but this i
usually only asked for after you have submittedryaqplication.

Full scholars who also receive pocket money fromm@ollege may request LPC pay for the TOEFL
test once, the SAT 1 test twice and three SAT Je8ull ests once — see me to claim.

The cheapest and easiest way to pay for theseiseByscredit card. Several students at LPC have
credit cards so, where possible, ask a friend t@icgour payment with their card and then reimburse
them when the account arrives. If necessary youusayhe College credit card — refeAjopendix 8:
Registering for SAT

SATS

Overview of SATs
Note that the new SAT 1, starting from March 20€5jgnificantly different from the previous SATThe
changes are described in several Collegeboard decdsnwhich you can also find on the Collegeboard

website:

=
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Collegeboard New SAT Powerpoint
Steve’s SAT overview Powerpoint
FAQs about the new SAT

New SAT factsheet

How the New SAT Essay section will be scored
Q&A about new SAT

SAT Prep School edition

SAT Prep Student edition

Students' questions about the new SAT
The New SAT and our school system
The New SAT and schools

SATs are administered by tmllege Boardvhich has an informativBAT website
College Board changed the names of these testsrimsr 2004 from SAT 1 to SAT Reasoning Test,
and from SAT 2 to SAT Subject Test.
Nearly all US universities require that you takeTSReasoning Test. Some universities do not require
SAT Subject Tests for IB students, but many do irequ— check prospectuses or university web sites
The Fiske Guide gives the 25 percentile and 75gm¢ite scores (ie the lower and upper boundaries
for the middle 50%) for the current freshmen.
A high TOEFL score may compensate a low CriticahdRieg (the old Verbal) score. Colleges also say
that they don’t expect as high CR scores from nativa English speakers as from Americans.
You may take the tests more than once, but it grighdoes not make sense to take them more than
twice. Universities only look at the highest scores

There are 3 SAT testing dates in tifbsemester: mid October, early November and earbeber.
The December date is the latest that you can wsedset regular decision US applications. If you wan
to sit the Jan test, ask the individual universitigat you are applying to if it's OK. | think mostll
say yes, but they do want to know to wait for ydanuary scores.

Many students find it useful to sit the SAT Reasgna 29 time because the test format is initially
unfamiliar — the results of the October SAT willtihe available before the deadline for registefarg
the November SAT so most of these students do S@aséhing Test in October, SAT Subject Tests

in November and then register for ¥ BAT Reasoning Test in December if they wish.
If you sit SAT 1 more than once, universities wile your highest Math score, highest CR, and
highest Writing scores.
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SAT Reasoning Tesis designed to measure the verbal and mathemagiaabning, and writing abilities
that are important for success at university. $tdeB hours 45 minutes and is mostly multiple ohdar
the CR and Maths sections, and essay writing ®ithiting section.

SAT Subject Testis a test designed to measure a student’s knowladd skills in a particular subject
area. Each test lasts one hour and you can tate@thpee Subject Tests on the same date. It iposgible
to sit both Reasoning and Subject Tests on the siaye

SAT Test dates
The SAT test dates are early May, early June, gaclpber, early November, early December and late

January. | recommend that you sit yoﬁtrSAT Reasoning Test no later than May or June af )‘tﬁtyear.

The early May session is around the time of tﬂeyaar exams and many students find they do not have
the time to prepare well for this SAT session.

Registering and paying for SAT
Refer toAppendix 8: Reqgistering for SAT

Tips on sitting SATs

1. You must have a picture ID, whether it is your s#h® or Hong Kong ID. You may not enter the
SAT test without one.

2. Try to register online well before the deadlineedathe SAT registration website can become very

slow in the day before the registration deadline.

Print out your ticket so that you also have thatlastification on the day of testing.

Either keep your ticket or a copy of the email frBAT confirming your registratioantil you receive

your score sheet. We have had several cases adssoot arriving and SAT has been particularly

unhelpful unless the registration details were [gled.

5. If you will be making corrections on the day of tiest, and you have registered online, there is no
form to turn in to the proctor that day. You mushpa correction form from the web.

6. You should be prepared with two #2 pencils, anesrasid an approved calculator for any SAT
testing.

7. Remember to take a tape recorder (with fresh begbefor the SAT Subject Test Listening test — you
cannot share tape recorders and you cannot makeoih another date.

8. If you are not registered and you choose to cormedty you should arrive no later than 7:30 am to be
admitted. Complete the registration form beforehamd take it with you.

Hw
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TOEFL

Test Of English as a Foreign Language

The TOEFL has 4 sections: Listening, Structure,dieg and Writing. While TOEFL is not the only test
of your ability to communicate in English availaleHong Kong, it is the most widely available.2605
only computer-based TOEFL tests were available ondHKong. Through 2005 and 2006 the new
Internet-based TOEFL test (TOEFL iBT) was/is bamgoduced around the world. The TOEFL iBT was
introduced in Hong Kong in July 2006 and the lasinth for the computer-based TOEFL (CBT) was
September 2006 — ie from October 2006 onwardsthelyBT will be available in Hong Kong.

The TOEFL websitehas information on the test, how to register, fitactests, etc. Every year we start
with a box of TOEFL Information Bulletins in the Ademic Centre — if they have all gone, ask amongst
your friends since they will be somewhere arourgdddimpus.

Note:
1. TheiBT is only available around 4 times per montfyally Friday or Saturday, occasionally Sunday.
2. You can register online with credit card up to yslbefore the test date.
3. You can also register by phone, fax or post, btiusong the LPC credit card.
4. The testing centre is at:
HK Education Authority
Room 501
17 Tseuk Luk Street
San Po Kong
Kowloon

Tel 2350 4693

5. You must pay an extra fee if you want to reschethéetime you have chosen for your test — check the
College calendar carefully and choose a time thasahot conflict with College commitments.

6. It is likely that you will need to miss some cldsse, unless you schedule during China Week, so
check with John before booking your test. Be soreegjuest academic leave early and notify your
teachers in advance.

Other Tests

Many US universities accept ACTt{p://www.actstudent.org/index.htjrfalso check the web page about
sitting ACT outside the U instead of SAT, and IELTSittp://www.ielts.org) instead of TOEFL. These
are cheaper than SAT and TOEFL but may be lesslyeadilable (I think the only ACT centre in Hong
Kong is at the Hong Kong International School ia #outh of Hong Kong Island — takes around 2 hours
to reach by trains and buses). IELTS is acceptechdst universities in UK, Australia, Canada and New
Zealand. Use the “Recognising Organisation” seéeakure in the upper left corner of tHeL TS home
pageto check which universities recognise IELTS — athmay also recognise IELTS but are not yet on
the list. IELTS is widely recognised in Europe @ahada.
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Gap Year Options

Some students decide to take a year away from stfidy LPC before going on to further study. Those
planning to study in the southern hemisphere valleharound 9 months available before their unitersi
courses begin. Most universities will allow you defer your place for one year provided you have
worthwhile reasons. The main disadvantage to theeusity is needing to keep a place available fou y
one year later along with the risk of you decidimghe end to not take up the place. A major achgato
both the university and yourself is that throughréased maturity and experience you will be a more
focused, committed and productive student who alsotributes more to the institution. In general
universities recognise that if you want to takeap gear then it is better for the university thatiyare
allowed to have that year available. Note that nufstuniversities are unlikely to keep your finaheiel
offer for a year — they will ask you to reapply foA during the following year, and then you mighteive

a lower FA award or perhaps none at all, or it mgghup. This is too risky to rely on.

Why?

It can help you develop independence and improue gbility to cope with student life.
It can provide a very welcome break from a demandoademic routine.

It could enable you to earn money to help pay éurystudies.

It can be very worthwhile in its own right - eg untary work.

It gives you more time to consider your future eare

A break may be more feasible now than later on wierhave taken up employment.

oukwbdpE

Why not?

1. Loafing about in the sun or working at a local éagtwon't count for much in career terms.

2. There is a danger of drifting and extending yoeaiyout' indefinitely.

3. A few higher education institutions disapprove anefer to select students who have not taken &brea
from academic study.

4. Opportunities for school-leavers without profesaloor technical qualifications are limited - it mbg
better to wait until you are qualified.

More information

Gap Years are quite popular in the UK so many 8ritiewspapers have useful resources in their
Education sections. Both the Independéitiipf//education.independent.co.uk/gap yeamd the Guardian
(http://education.guardian.co.uk/students/gapyé@ve many excellent articles. Some pages indlole
for Gap Year advice, such ap://education.independent.co.uk/gap year/sgpygtory=552124Try
these two pages for links to useful organisations:

http://education.independent.co.uk/gap year/s&p9gtory=552114nd
http://education.independent.co.uk/gap year/sgpygtory=432432

Possibilities
1. IntheDegree Course Descriptiopsackage there is an article entitled Taking A Y@at about gap
years (find it under All Descriptions on the catege menu at the left) — it includes links to weties
offering gap year opportunities.
2. | keep several books in my office about gap yeafile they are a few years old they may provide
ideas that you can pursue via the web.
3. Other options:
check the list of organisations below
volunteer work with one or more of the charity ongations that we have contributed to during
Project Week: Christina Noble, SOS
internship at Simon Bolivar UWC in Venezuela — seefor details

uwc 3¢ year option — still under development; see mddtast information
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gaining experience relevant to your future studagfer
employment to generally widen your experience
employment for financial reasons

travelling

perfecting language skills

time to be free!!

Organisations offering projects suitable for a gap/ear

Outreach International: | www.outreachinternational.co.uk
Year Out Group: Www.yearoutgroup.org

Gap Activity Projects: www.gap.org.uk

Project Trust: WWW.projecttrust.co.uk

SPW: WWW.SPW.0rg

Teaching Projects Abroadwww.teaching-abroad.co.uk
CCcC: www.coralcay.org

The Leap: www.theleap.co.uk

Raleigh International: www.raleigh.org.uk

BSES: www.bses.org.uk

Venture Co: www.ventureco-worldwide.com
Quest Overseas: www.guestoverseas.com
Millennium Volunteers: | www.millenniumvolunteers.gov.uk
Gap Profile: www.gapprofile.co.uk

Ski Le Gap: www.skilegap.com

Nonstopski: www.nonstopski.com

PwC: www.pwcglobal.com

Accenture: careers3.accenture.com

Year in Industry: www.yini.org.uk

APPENDICES

Appendix 1: LPC University Database

Click on the following hyperlinks to take you topats extracted from my University Database. These
reports are also in the folder R:\Universities\L&gplications and offers. | usually update the repat the

beginning of each year to include the offers andrimaations for the previous year'é‘dZyear students.
Note that records go back only to 2000, that nanae® been deleted for privacy, and that the predict
grades have only been given from 2002 onwards.

Note that for US applications the predicted graalesjust one of several tools that the universiligs to
decide admission offers — other factors such assSAanscript, references, nationality, financiabd
may also play an important part.

Canadian Universities sorted by university then year
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Hong Kong Universities sorted by university then year

Hong Kong by subject sorted by subject then university

UK Universities sorted by university

UK by subject sorted by subject then university

Oxbridge sorted by university then year

US Universities sorted by university then year

Other countries sorted by country then university
Scholarships sorted by country then university then year
Matriculations sorted by country then university then year
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Appendix 2: LSE Guide to Applying to University

for Overseas Students

Also check the LSE web site for UWC studethtisp://www.lse.ac.uk/collections/UWC/

How do | choose?

Geographical location
City-based or campus

Size - university, department, programme

Teaching and assessment methods

Subject choice availability/flexibility

Degree structure - yearly progression or modularisation, terms or semesters
Student mix

Student life - intellectual, social, political etc.

Accommodation provision

Living costs

Academic facilities - library, computers etc.

Other student facilities/services - welfare, sports etc.

Links with ‘outside world' - government, business/finance etc.
Entry requirements

Degree of competition

H O O oW oK OH W oW K O OW W KR O OW R OB

Employment prospects for graduates

Sources of information

UCAS University and College Big Guide
Prospectuses

Web-sites

Teachers, careers advisers, family, friends etc.
Higher Education exhibitions

Student Recruitment/Admissions/International Offices
Open Days, personal visits

Other ‘unofficial' guides

HHHFHFHHFHH

The application process

Universities and Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS)

Academic status/reputation of institution/subject — assessments of research and teaching quality

# All applicants for full-time undergraduate (first degree) programmes must apply through the
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# UCAS forms may normally be obtained from your school/college, through the local office of the
British Council or directly from UCAS: http://www.ucas.ac.uk (Rosehill, New Barn Lane,
Cheltenham, GL52 3LZ, UK)

# Applicants from outside the UK/EU (whatever their nationality) applying for entry in 2006, can
submit their completed UCAS form at any time between 1 September 2005 and 30 June 2006.
HOWEVER: Universities and colleges do not guarantee to consider applications they receive
after 15 January 2006 and some popular courses may not have vacancies after that date. You
should check with individual universities and colleges if you are not sure. General advice from
UCAS is to apply as early as possible to give yourself the best chance. If you think that you may
be assessed as a “home” student (UK or EU) for tuition fees, you should apply by the 15
January. Note that if you are applying for Oxford or Cambridge Universities, or for medicine,
dentistry or veterinary medicine/science, you must apply to UCAS by 15 October 2005.
Applications for some Art and Design courses also have different deadlines. See UCAS
information booklet/web-site for further details on all deadlines

When to apply to LSE:

Competition for places is very tough at LSE and we will only consider applications submitted after
15 January if there are still places available on the relevant degree. For the vast majority of
courses this is unlikely, so ALL applicants are advised to submit their applications to UCAS by 15
January.

# Applicants have six choices - it is not normally advisable to apply for more than two programmes
at one institution or to restrict your choice of institutions to just one or two institutions

# The form requires
# Personal details
# Academic record
# Personal statement
# Reference
# Academic record
# Most institutions accept a wide range of qualifications
# Read the section on entrance requirements in the prospectus
# If you are still unsure about the suitability of your qualifications, then seek advice from the
institution
# Personal statement
# Be honest!
# Write legibly/not too small - the form is reduced in size!

# Gap year

# Most institutions approve a ‘gap year' provided it is used constructively
# Indicate request for deferred entry on application form
# Increasingly universities use paper selection for all students and the vast majority of overseas

applicants are not interviewed

# The institutions you select each receive a copy of your UCAS form and the relevant programme
selectors will decide whether or not they wish to make you an offer.

# Further correspondence with institutions - please quote your UCAS number

What are universities looking for in applicants?

# Academic record and reference

# A sound performance at GCSE, ‘O' level, SPM (or equivalent examinations taken at age
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16)
# Good predicted grades at ‘A’ Level, IB, STPM (or equivalent examinations taken at age
18)
# Appropriate number/combination of subjects
# A reference which indicates competence, potential and suitability for the programme of
study/institution
# Personal statement
# A well-presented, coherent and informative statement which conveys something positive
about the applicant
# A case for the stated choice of subject(s)
# Evidence of independence of mind and ‘self-starter' motivation
# Clear signs of ‘sparkle' - the applicant will both benefit from and contribute to the

intellectual and social life of the institution

Types of decision and outcome

# Unconditional offer
# Conditional offer
#

Reject
# These decisions may be preceded by:
# Internal waiting list
# Entrance examination/essay etc. or interview (unlikely for overseas applicants)
# Institutions vary in the time they take to make decisions; once all the institutions you have applied

to have made theirs, UCAS will send you a Statement of Decisions and tell you the date that you
must reply to them by

# Applicants should decide on their replies as soon as they are in a position to do so and not later
than the reply date given. Consult the UCAS timetable for further information

# Applicants can hold two offers — firm (first choice) and insurance (second choice) Usually these
have different entry requirements

What happens when you get your examination results?
# If you fulfil the conditions of your offer you have got a place at the university of your choice

# If you narrowly miss the requirements, your case will be considered on an individual basis - if
there are special circumstances which are relevant to your performance, please inform the
institution(s) in writing or, better still, ask your School to write, preferably before (or immediately
after) you sit the examinations

# If you fail to achieve the conditions of either of your offers (or you have not received any offers)
you may go into the ‘clearing' process in which applicants without places are considered by those
institutions with places available - be ready to respond to institutions who show an interest in you
and which you are keen to attend

Sources of funding
# You need to ensure that you will be able to meet the financial demands of studying at a university

in Britain and most institutions can provide estimates of the total costs (fees, accommodation,
food, personal expenditure etc.)
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# You will normally be asked to sign a financial guarantee - to confirm that you will be able to pay
your fees etc.

# Some institutions offer financial assistance to incoming students who can demonstrate evidence
of need but there is never enough money to go round

# Some institutions offer merit-based undergraduate scholarships

# There is also some financial assistance to help registered students who face unexpected
difficulties

# The scale and nature of the different forms of financial assistance vary across institutions -

consult the prospectuses for further information

Some further guidance
# Gather as much information as possible before making your choices

# Being at university is not just about formal studying - try to make sure your chosen university is a
place in which you want to spend three years of your life

# How prepared are you for going to university? Some things to consider:

Taking lecture notes and writing essays
Preparing and making class presentations
Independent study

Managing your time - working to deadlines
Having to look after yourself

Finance - making your money last
Handling personal relationships

Asking for help when you need it
Balancing academic work and social life

O O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0Oo

# Give the university/programme of study a fair trial but if you think you have made the wrong
choice please seek advice

# Please remember, there is no ‘best' university, only the best university for YOU.
Wherever you go enjoy it and good luck!
Further information about LSE

# Undergraduate Prospectus - available from the Student Recruitment Office:
Email: stu.rec@lse.ac.uk Tel: +44(0)20 7955 6613 Fax: +44(0)20 7955 7421

# The prospectus is also on our web site at:
http://www.Ise.ac.uk/undergraduate

# Student Recruitment Office web site: http://www.Ise.ac.uk/collections/studentRecruitment /

# Undergraduate Admissions Office web site:
http://www.Ise.ac.uk/collections/undergraduateAdmis sions/

Jan Stockdale, Senior Lecturer in Social Psychology
London School of Economics and Political Science, A ugust 2005
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Write the criteria that are important to you in ttedumn headings, and the universities you are

considering in the column.

Criteria

University
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Appendix 4: The price of a foreign degree

(South China Morning Post 2002)

%20BUG

Researchers find a wide discrepancy in tuition fees$ student living costs in five countries wité th
UK and US most expensive, writes Sue Green

If you're shopping around for an overseas educatew Zealand is by far the cheapest st
destination. Living costs are most expensive in thted Kingdom, while US private universitig
charge the highest annual tuition fees for nedrlyaurses.

An Australian research team has compared the cdsgidying in five major education destinatio
the US, Canada, UK, Australia and New Zealand. dds¢ of living turns out to be cheapest in N
Zealand while tuition fees are lowest in both Nesaldnd and Canada.

A research team from IDP Education Australia, Aalgfs largest education student recruiter,
support from Australian Education International,gavernment body which promotes Australi
education overseas, carriedt the study.

IDP wanted the study to provide a globally recogdibenchmark for comparative costs, as well g
provide itself with a marketing tool. The recruitancluded that it found university study in Auag
markedly more affordable than comparable UK andco@ses.

The study found that US courses were longer - inpst year compared with other countries - a fa
that can lead to higher overall costs. The secbighest fees were at US public and UK universit
depending on the course. For example, it costs nooséudy a Bachelor of Computing in the UK th
at a US public university, but the US public ingdiibns are cheaper than the UK Bachelor
Accounting and Bachelor of Business courses.

The study, carried out between March and Septeialséryear, compared higher education costs
overseas students - tuition and other fees sudo@se materials and health care, plus interndti
students living costs in the five major markets.

The Sydney and Canberra-based Centre for Intenatieconomics was commissioned to compare
living costs, based on OECD figures for "hasket of goods in the five countries, coveril
accommodation, fuel and power, food, transporthel® and phone calls.

The study included all 39 Australian universitiegl &New Zealand's eight, and those universities
the largest enrolments of international studenthénother three markets: 50 from the US, 47 frben
UK and 24 from Canada. A total of 3,146 undergréglaad postgraduate courses were included.

IDP's chief executive Lindy Hyam said the study maklstralian universities more accessible
partly explained the growing demand for their cesrBom overseas students.

"From a purely financial perspective, an undergaaeidegree in the US can cost up to two or tl
times more than an equivalent degree in Austradiag'said.
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But for bargain hunting students it is New Zealavidch rates best, both on living costs and tuition

fees, topping the tables when researchers compatadcourse costs - a combination of studying
living.

To make that comparison the team added the anngabttuition fees, health cover, cost of livingdg

and
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extra expenditure such as books and study matefiaés then arrived at a total cost by multiplythg
annual figure by the length of the course.

New Zealand universities were cheaper than thoshenUS and UK for all undergraduate cour
except medicine which was cheapest in Canada. They were also chethp®a all Australiarn
undergraduate courses except medicine and infasm#gchnology.

The results for master's courses were mixed, but Kealand was again cheapest for most cou
other than in some health fields. Canada offerecctieapest Masters in nursing courses and the &
cheapest Masters in public health. New Zealandhdivcosts were well below those of the m
expensive destinations - US$5,523 (HK$43,000) &, yaanpared with US$8,783 in the US, the m
expensive country for a student to live in. The Wis second most expensive at US$8,529 a

followed by Canada, US$6,906 and Australia, US$8,04

IDP is expected to use the study findings in it&aAsarketing in an effort to attract students uaais
unwilling to afford an expensive US or UK education

But with New Zealand's international student nurelfeaving almost doubled to 50,000 since the lat
1990s and its costs significantly lower - largedyaaresult of a fall in valuef the New Zealand dollar -
Australia's smaller neighbour is shaping up am@s competitor. However, the study was a cost
comparison only and did not rank the status ottheses. Past research has shown many students
pay more for education at a big name university.
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Appendix 5: Application Form for Oxbridge

This is transcribed from “How to get into Oxfordda@ambridge” — by Moggridge, North and North (1998)

The application form is often treated by applicamésmerely a factual preliminary to the competitive

stages of the admissions procedure. This is asenestake - your battle to impress starts whenputy

pen to paper. Your form is the first introductidretinterviewer has to you - it is your opporturtiby
create a good impression. Even more importantlg iyour opportunity to influence the intervie
process. Feed the interviewers with what you woulkh to come up in the interview. On the wh
interviewers are attempting to bring out the basgdu and the form is your chance to help them.

W
Dle
You

must expect and be prepared to talk about whahgwe written on the form. You are almost inevitaply

on the defensive during interviews or tests. Yoll e nervous, questions will be coming thick g
fast. It will be all you can do to keep going armlywill have little chance to make rational tacti
decisions or to manipulate proceedings. The applicdorm is the one point at which you are fulty
control - you have as much time as you like, antliwithe constraints of accuracy you can do what
like. it is not often appreciated how powerful tlFisand how important it is that you take full adtege
of the opportunity. A well prepared applicationfomwill not get you in, but it should reduce ya
chances of walking away from the interview feelthgt you have not given your best. To get the n
out of the application form you must consider tvinings: what would you like to happen in t
interview and what is the person reading the forakimg of each piece of information you supply. T
combination of these two ideas must inform youriglen of what to write.

Here we present a personal perspective written iy af the authors, who has to process m
Cambridge application forms each year. There wellnumerous differences of detail in the case
Oxford applicants, but the principles highlighteztdawill be fully applicable. The exercise at timel ©f
the chapter should assist you to assemble theresbuformation into any format.

Fill the application form out in black pen; follothe instructions exactly and make sure the resu
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accurate, easily-read and neat. The best way te\althis is to photocopy the blank form, fill |

completely and then copy the result onto the oalgitnder no circumstances make any spelling
mistakes on the form; one or two crossings outCife but too many just make you look incompetent.
Many candidates word-process their personal statensnd glue them into the form - this is fine and
often makes it easier to fit a lot of words neatlp the box. This should all sound like trivialvéck,
but it is astonishing how many sloppy forms aresie®d - and however much one tries to avoid it,
impressions do matter. Most importantly - take atpbopy of your completed form and keep it. You
must read it before your interview There is a Igag between filling in the form and being intervesly
and it is vital that you know what they know abgati. You may also have new things to add. After all
nobody stands still.

In order to help you to think about the applicatiorm in a way which is helpful to you in makingeth
most from it, | will consider each entry on therfoseparately. Some of the purely factual entrieg ha
been ignored. By far the most important aspecbis gtatement of personal and academic interests.

Personal details

The photograph
This is the cause of a huge amount of unnecessamywl he purpose of the photograph is| so
that when your case is discussed after the int@svigy all those involved in the decision, we
can remember who you are. If you hamterviewedfifty candidates in the preceding week] it
can be immensely useful to have one's memory jobygeal picture to fill out sparsaterview
notes. In marginal cases (those we would take ifha@ enough places), and perhaps half of
those we accept fall into this category, this pogerview discussion is critical and it is almost

always an advantage if a living person is rementbeather than just the imprint of some dry

notes. The only important thing about the photograjperefore, is that it looks like you!
Naturally, it is better to err on the flatteringdsj but this really is of very much secondary
importance.

Name, initials, title, proposed subject
This is just factual information. It is repeatedasiothe right hand side of the form so that it ¢an
be easily read either the right way up or in adjlcabinet. Make sure you get the letter as Wwell
as the spirit of your subject choice correct. Bample if you wish to study Physics you need to
write down Natural Sciences (Physical).

School
Again this is factual information beyond your cahtrHowever it is worth considering what
interviewers may make of it. They may make a judgeinfperhaps quite arbitrarily), based|on
your school type and reputation, as to the likalgl@y of your sixth form education. This can
cut both ways; you can only make a judgement athdolikely impression and play to your
strengths. If you go to Manchester Grammar and wohool says you are one of its top two
students of the year, this will be taken very sesig, however if you are applying to repd
Physics and display an inability to do calculusparespondingly dim view will be taken. If you
are at Stony Bridge Comprehensive, high praise fyamur school will (maybe unfairly) bre
looked at more skeptically, but equally you coulet gnore leeway on your technical skills
(again, perhaps unfairly).

College
This is important both from a tactical and pradtigaint of view; as discussed in the previgus
chapter.

Year of entry
Do you want a year off or not before coming to Qdfor Cambridge? You need to make ypur
own decision here on whether to defer entry. A $alvjects (Engineering for example) strongly
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advise a year off; others, such as classics or dmagitics prefer immediate entry. If you are
particularly young for your school year, it mightarginally help to apply for deferred entry
(sometimes Colleges will advise this anyway whelkingaan offer). In terms of the chances| of
getting in, it should on average make no differenbether you applied for deferred entry or not.
However it does change who you are competing Witlgou defer, you no longer take away
someone else's place directly by getting accefteid.can work either way - in a slack year you
miss the opportunity of creeping in to make up ¢blbege's quota; in a strong year, you avoid
the heat of direct competition. Most applicantsag®not to defer.

Parental occupations
This is a bit like your school really. It createsimpression, which may be quite wrong. If your

father is a Professor of History and your moth&rench translator, a complete ignorance of{the
existence of Proust is unlikely to impress.

Qualifications

Academic qualifications
Nothing to be done about this, but be aware it balllooked at with some seriousness. Straight
As does impress, one worries about too many Bs.

Additional subjects studied
These fall into two categories. First, those neblaing examinations but enriching your sixth
form education, such as a short course in Japameserd processing. Second, those which|are
tested, but not by a GCSE, A-level or similar acaideexamination; these are often musical in
nature. Some entries here do no harm to demonstoatewell-rounded an individual you are,
but don't worry about leaving these boxes blanknr'tdinvent things! Expect questions about

overtones in vibrating strings if you have Gradedin and are applying to do Physics or hpw

planes stay up if you claim a glider pilot's licered want to be an Engineer. One of the things
we like to feel we look for is candidates with aterest in areas relevant to their subject, but not
directly involved in school syllabuses.

Work experience
If you have some put it: down. Just make sureithiais in any way relevant to your subject ypu
can make the connections and talk sensibly about it

Personal statements

Plans for time off. This applies only to those mdang to, or in the process of, deferring. Put sthing
interesting down, but be prepared to discuss thigerview.

Possible career. It is good to have some ideas évtbry are very vague. Usually it is better ifuyo
ideas make some use of the subject you proposidy. dt tends to be a put-off if you appear just t
want the BA(Cantab) after your name so that yougedra highly paid City job.

Personal achievements and interests. This is ther®, your chance to show yourself as a livelyl| we
rounded individual and to manipulate the subjedisthe interview It is also an opportunity to
demonstrate your prose style; | would discouragemple list of achievements. You are asked for both
academic and non-academic interests and you slpoaldde both. It can be identical to your UCAS

statement, but on the whole | would advise agaims{ although it inevitably will be quite similam

content. There are two reasons for this. First guaiming for something a bit different from theot
forms. If you are applying to Oxford or Cambridgeu should be expecting to succeed fairly easily in
your other applications - safety in these will sadffor UCAS. To get into Oxbridge you need to dtan
out from the crowd - this is your first opportunity shine. You probably need to be a touch more
daring. Secondly we have your UCAS form too - itiy#io something different, even if only slightly, it
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shows you have gone that extra mile. Some collegesn addition, ask you to fill in a questionnair
about your application and this may include yourtiwadion for studying your chosen subject. The
comments for the personal statement on the apioiicédrm hold true.

The non-academic bit is basically your opportutatget a background. What you need to be aiming for
is to produce in the interviewer a warm glow of fid@nce that you are an interesting, social and

competent human being. It doesn't much matter ywatdo, so long as you show some enthusiasm for
something, be it sport, music, the arts, botanybatever. You don't have to have done anything
desperately impressive - we understand that everywas different opportunities, aspirations and

abilities in the varied spheres of their lives. Bubhgs down because you enjoy them and are intestes
in them not because you think you are good at thdawing said that, if you happen to be the West of
Ireland chess champion don't hide the fact. Théngitess and ability to compete will be respected -
Oxbridge is a very competitive environment.

On the whole | would avoid things which make yoekdammature - | always find | have to brace
myself not to be prejudiced against those who esgpeepassion for role playing games or train spgptti
(and you'd be surprised how many there are). Bgaaibid looking pompous or pretentious. No one
expects youo havea view on 18th Century Montenegrin poetry - if yeally do, then by all means say
so, but don't invent an opinion just to impress; fr avoid being excessively vague in your intexgst
The classic is to express an enjoyment of readivglF 1 hope so! Tell us that you like German crime

thrillers, but make sure you have something toaayut them. Something little quirky can be good - |

always enjoy seeing interests like beekeepinghAtdame time, avoid appearing obsessive This bit is
all about balance. Whatever you put, make surecgmutalk sensibly, and preferably interestinglywtho
it (consider how dull a whole day's interviews abbk). General interests are not going to get you
only the technical stuff can do this - but they gahyou off to a good start.

The most important part of the application fornpigting down your academic interests. Here you have
to be entirely cynical - you have to impress thterviewers and you have to feed them with |the
guestions you want to be asked. Impressing neethwolive showing a massive technical knowledge or
vast list of readings - evidence of inquisitivenass a desire to look beyond the school curricuddm
your subject will suffice.

There are essentially two ways of feeding questimatk to yourself. The first is to express interesd
particular subject area. The more specific the,areaeasier it is for you to mug up on just befibre
interview (though beware of looking silly - no orgegoing to believe in your passionate interest in
capacitor design, though they will buy a love oéottonic circuitry). Don't just go for what |is
fashionable - every budding physicist seems to &steonomy at present (though surprisingly few know
who Kepler was). If your real interest happens ¢owhat is in the news that is fine, but if you are
basically a generalist and are fairly arbitrarihoosing something (and you should do this thougfitdo
choose something you really couldn't care less dpitus probably better to go for something more
unusual. Most importantly don't choose somethingwvigou haven't got a cat's chance in hell of tajk
sensibly about. Discussing superstring theory withEmeritus Professor of intergalactic maths @n b
a discomforting experience. The optimum would behloose something pretty specific, just above| the
level of your syllabus and make a real effort tdenstand it in some depth shortly before the in¢svy

The second approach is to put down two or thre&kbgou have read. You don't have to have read
them yet (though that might help in making a goeleé&ion), but you will have to read (or rereadnt
in the weeks preceding the interview. Once agam dtitical that these books are neither too vague
too difficult - Hawking, for example, is generafyetty useless. They should be things which takeajo
little further than (or at least out of your A- B8 and which you can understand. The intervieweesl
not have read the book but it helps if they havardhef it and know roughly what it's about. Stephen
Jay Gould or Eatwell might be good examples. Moisically you need to understand the books and
have some specific points you can pick up on alkdataout in some depth.
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| would suggest that you include both these strasegn your personal statement. They req
preparation in the weeks before the interview ailt backfire if this is not done properly. They g
however your best opportunity to control the intew:. If either specific subject-related reading
topics of particular interest are included, | alwask about them; | actively try to get into artes
interest the candidates and which they know somgtabout and this is my best chance to do so
can both know we are playing the game of feed4tiewviewer without it mattering; | am hap
because it maximises my chances of getting the dagisbf you, you are happy because it makes
interview as predictable as possible. | am alwagazed that 90% of the time | ask about these th
it turns out that the candidate has nothing tosathe subject - often they appear not even to heae
the book they claimed to have done.

Sample personal statements

Below are two examples of what we consider mighgded personal statements, followed by a
description of the points that impress for thetfiesmd an exercise for you to do for the second.

1. Natural Sciences (Physical)
My principal academic interest is physics. Whandl fparticularly exciting about this subject is itS
ability to explain, from simple and often seemingdyious axioms, both the everyday and the
extraordinary in the world around us. For exampdly does the pitch of an ambulance siren
change as it whizzes past one? | enjoy readingraddhe subject to explore areas related to, but
beyond the scope of the A-level course. | reguiadyl New Scientist and also enjoy popular
science books. | have recently read "RelativityAllyert Einstein. It was fascinating to see how
such a far reaching theory as Special Relativityldde built up from two simple ideas. Although
found the details of the latter parts of the baakplving General Relativity, beyond my technica
ability, the insight into how the theory was deyeld further was nonetheless extremely stimulat

Outside my academic studies | enjoy a diverse rafigecial and cultural pursuits. | play several
sports with enthusiasm, if not great talent, conmgetor the school cross-country and second tel
teams. | have a love of the great outdoors and ¢gs&at pleasure in hiking and camping in the
wilder parts of the country. | listen to a wide genof music from jungle to classical, but my
particular favourite is jazz, for which reason I\eabeen learning the tenor saxophone for the ps
two years.

Description of good points

You have put two lines of enquiry at the dispogahe interviewer. These are subjects which sh
you have the initiative to think and inquire foruyself, but which you stand a good chance of be
able to produce a lucid and accurate descriptiotf asked about the ambulance siren you can
describe the principles of the Doppler effect foursd waves. For the interviewer there are sever
possible developments of this. One would be toidenshe difference between the Doppler effeq
for sound and light. You need to make sure youfalow this avenue - this is where you will real
start to impress. Think about what you would asfoif were the interviewer and what connectio
you could make to related topics; don't, howevsuage that you will second guess any of the
specific questions, although you might hope to gtealgeneral line of enquiry. The fundamental
importance of the speed of light in the Doppleeefffican also link seamlessly into your second t
- Special Relativity. Be able to talk about thisdoesn't matter if you don't understand everghin

about it, just show some knowledge and intereshddigh you have stated that the bit of the book

on General Relativity was beyond you, it is higligly that the interviewers will drag you into ¢hi
area just to see how you cope, if they were imgebgath your previous answers. It would do no
harm to have up your sleeve a little more knowleuge than you cared to admit to, though it is
certainly something no one can expect you to fuigerstand.
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In terms of general interest, you have shown ydwge do things and enjoy life. You have also
given plenty of opportunity for questions which yoan talk easily about. It might even be of
interest for the old crusties to discover what jens.

2. Social and Political Sciences
| have come to consider SPS principally as a resiudtspects of my A-level courses. My politics
course has developed my understanding of currdittgzoand the history that has produced it. |

%20BUG

find it particularly interesting to make connectgobetween the theories covered in my schoolwork

and real current political issues, such as the goesof the future role of proportional

representation in the British electoral system. i\Btory syllabus provides a deeper insight into the

origins of modern politics - the period coveredhe mid nineteenth to the mid twentieth century
This reveals many interesting parallels with modeofitics - for example, Gladstone's efforts to
solve the Irish question have much to say to usiai@ current peace process.

My general interest in politics and the sociologyiet underpins it has also led me towards SPS. |

read as widely as possible relevant literatureas currently reading Alan Bullock's book "Hitler

and Stalin: Parallel Lives", and often dip into tBeonomist. | am an active member of the Libenal

Democrats; | have participated in campaigns fortblaical and national elections and regularly
attend party meetings. | find that the Liberal Denmats' interest in constitutional reform sits
particularly well with my academic interest in galal theory. | am also a keen participant in the
school debating club. Beyond academic pursuitdl Walk. play the violin and cultivate
carnivorous plants.

Exercise 2

In the space provided below. fill in what you thitle good points of this personal statement are
and, if this were your personal statement, whabgmagions you would make for the interview to
maximise these strengths. It should not matter whhject you are planning to study - you shoul
be interested in structure and tactics here, rdki@ar specific content. Our comments on this
personal statement appear at the end of this ahapte

What does the interviewer do with your form?

This will vary somewhat from college to college getson to person, but the principles will be prett
similar. | will describe what | do. The form itsédf not taken into the interview. We have anotloemf
on which are printed your personal details. Onéigeof this form is for my pre-interview notesuit
down the school's prediction of your A-level gradé@shese are not straight As it is a worry.salry
to write down some assessment of your school ne¢eréstrong, weak, outstanding). | note your GC
results (5A*s, 2As, 3Bs or whatever). If you haxpressed an interest in anything to do with your
subject | write this down, and | note any books gtaim to have read. | will almost always ask abou
these points. | also try to put at least one gémaierest point down - | won't usually use thist might
start off with it if someone seems particularlyvaars, or resort to it if they get totally boggedaap as
a means of making a mild transition between te@inapics. Recently, | have also taken to putting &
star in my pre-interview notes for candidates wppear particularly strong from their application
forms. This has proved a surprisingly reliable uijo very far from infallible, guide to form; this
indicates how significant the application form ¢am

If you were asked to provide any written work drasiy tests, comments on this will also go into the
pre-interview notes.

| usually read your form a few days before therivigav and then have only these pre-interview ntae
remind me of the salient points in the minutes teefdalk to you. | have these notes availablerdyri
the interview and the interview notes are adddtieécsame form.
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After all the interviews are finished we have ajesabmeeting with all interviewers present to decid
whom to accept. We have all the application forms @ur notes available at this point and in

discussing marginal cases we always look agaimeatorms (this is where the photo is so usefulusrh

the application form is both the first and lastsee of you during the admissions procedure - use it
well.

Notes on Exercise 2 - SPS personal statement

(a) Good points

Evidence of thinking about the nature of SPS and tetstudy this course. Some specific points fer th

interviewer to raise:

proportional representation from general interest

Gladstone's Irish question from school work (bgilcsfic points with potential for broadening into
interesting discussions)

Bullock's book from general reading.

There is a nice potential connection between PRirgedest in Liberal Democrat constitutional policy

Interest is shown in subjects beyond the scopeludol work and an ability to apply A-level ideas t
everyday issues is demonstrated. Thesvidenceof relevant reading beyond the syllabus.
Individuality and a life beyond school are clear.

A potential weak point, which might be explorednterview - does the applicant have a balanced

academic approach? Is she prepared to show theisterest in the development of Marxist theory gs

she has shown in PR? Just something to think about.

(b) Preparation for interview

%20BUG

Think about and make notes on the issues mentigpegtiaps you have already written a school essay

related to one of them. Think about how you migdtedop a line of questioning from these issues if
you were the interviewer. What did Disraeli havesay on the Irish question? Are there parallels
between Ireland in the 1920s and modern Bosnig™ftcourse difficult to make predictions as the
possibilities are numerous, but putting yourseliha interviewer's shoes is always a worthwhile
exercise. It is highly likely that the PR questisiti be broadened into wider British constitutional
issues, given the stated interest in Liberal Demtguoolitics. What should Britain's relation to Epeo
be? How should the House of Lords be reformed? fdowhould regional devolution go? Does this
encourage nationalism? And we are neatly backedrtbh question. One advantage of having possi
links between topics within your statement is ihatakes it more likely that development of the
discussion will be predictable.

Read or reread Bullock's book - what would youitggu were asked what was interesting about it
what its major thrust is?

Find a couple of articles from recent copies offleenomist; read them, make notes and consider |
a discussion might develop as above.

Exercise 3 - Personal details

For this exercise you should consider and thedgetn the points you wish to make on your
application form. Remember that you are tryinghayse future interviews by offering some natural
lines to the interviewer. The exercise is in twotgiahe personal and the academic. For eachtpakt t
about the kinds of things you need to put dowmitmoerage desirable discussions at interview.

(a) Non-academic interests
Interest Pdrsilnterviewer'Questions
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(b) Academic interests
Interest
o3ible Interviewer'Questions

Appendix 6: Sample Personal Statements by LPC
students

There are 7 personal statements here written lwque LPC students who went on to study at
Cambridge, Oxford, UCL, Edinburgh, MIT, and Harvard

Sample Statement 1
UCAS Personal Statement
Courselnternational relations and languages

International understanding — it might just souike lanother of those cliches that the media throws
about these days, among with the rest ofgllebal villagetalk. But what if you actually live in such|a
cliché? To me, it has been a loved reality for mgldime. Starting from my entry to a bilingual
German-American school and resulting in my winnafiga scholarship to the nation-encompassing Li
Po Chun United World College, “internationalism’shdrawn me to it irresistibly.

| define myself as both an idealist and a pracpeabon, and the possibility to work in an intelorsl
field excites me as | see in it a potential to corelihese two qualities. Pursuing this interes¢all a
Model United Nations activity in my current schowlprk on setting up an Amnesty International
group, participate in organizing lectures and dto#is on international current affairs for fellowudents
on a regular basis and have joined a peer medigtimmp. Following my passion in journalism, | have
written for both the schools’ yearbook and newspamel have led an internship project to the Beifing
branch of Reuters press agency last year, whemt fapan valuable insights into international news |
learnt the utility of speaking a less common lamggud have from all these experiences come tozeali
that whether | wind up working in diplomacy, joulisen or an international organization, | want t@ us
all my capacities to make a positive change in wueld. Besides gaining necessary background
information on politics and international relatiphsee it a s vital to improve my language skalsl|
believe that language brings together people, awdnwnication is ultimately what international
understanding rests upon.

Already speaking four European languages, | wishré@den my communication abilities to new argas
such as Italian and especially the daunting taskrabic. Having participated in my school’s Middle
Eastern cultural evening both with decoration aadaihg, | yearn to learn more about that fascigatin
region. After spending an exchange year in Braztheut previous knowledge of Portuguese and
nevertheless returning fluent, the challenge afnlieg unknown languages has got me in a grip. Since
both my interest in international relations andglaages are very strong, | feel | would be besedliit|
could combine a study of the two at the high steshd& education that the British universities cdfeio
to me.

Sample Statement 2
UCAS Personal Statement
Courselaw

| My motivation to study Law and to choose it as myeer came initially from my family. Both of my
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parents lost their opportunity to be educated bezai political instability and poverty in China tine

1960s, and as a result they worked as child labsukgke millions of people in China and around the

world, poverty and the lack of education ruinedrtichances of success. It is from this injusticat th
developed a strong desire to do something posititke world by working in the legal field, which
the backbone of modern society and an important twagchieve equality. For this reason, | took
own education seriously and tried to develop mgptial.

| have wide-ranging academic interests, but the $wbjects | find most interesting are history and

literature. History requires an understanding,metely of what happened, but of why it happened,

this requires the ability to understand what mdésgyeople and to assess conflicting evidence inyTi

history essays and course works has developed ity @b argue effectively on paper. This proved

invaluable when | came to write my extended es&ayyhich | sought to analyse the female charag
created by a Chinese novelist. To do so | had ¢orge the motivations behind the characters’ ast
and the way in which their psychological statesefigyed through their lives. Both history and litara
have given me an insight into the way in which $adn be distorted by different people’s percepst
and interpretations. In my approach to academickwioconsider myself to be highly motivated a

on
nd

well organised. In both 1997 and 1998 | receiveal Award of Diligence for achieving the highest

grades in my year exams.

Education involves not only developing one’s acaidgmotential, but also one’s ability to relate toda

work effectively with other people. At my previosshool, | had the confidence and trust of
schoolmates and in 1996 | received the highest Bumlvotes in the elections for the Student Cou

my
ncil

which organised activities and represented theestiudody. | was also class prefect, athletic team
captain and house captain. My school also sent méwvo leadership courses, one of which was

organised by the Hong Kong Outstanding Student éation, and in 1998 | was awarded the

Sir

Edward Youde Memorial Fund Scholarship for acadeanit leadership abilities. At my current school,
| was recently elected on to the Student ConsuéaGommittee, which seeks to represent student

opinion to the administration.

The scholarship | was awarded to study at Li PorQbnited World College has further broadened

horizons and stimulated me to think more aboutiratonal issues — in particular the extend of ptyve

and inequality in the world. The multicultural eremment has not only allowed me to appreciate O

my

ther

cultures and realise the importance of toleranaéhbs also given me the opportunity to discusé it

people from more than 60 countries issues conagrour societies. This has increased my desir
“make a difference” in the world. To achieve my lgofserving the society, | believe there is notdre
way than to study Law in a top-class British Unsisy.

Sample Statement 3
UCAS Personal Statement
CourseNatural Sciences

| live in Hong Kong, a place that | feel both proadd sorry for it. Although no one would doubt
economical success, its high population densitynsdhat it is also the perfect place to appredias
impact that humans have on earth. Hong Kong'’s goamdd footprint is already greater than many ot
Asian cities (6.0 hectare per person) and them® igsvidence of either the government or the peop
Hong Kong taking any steps to shrink it. Our futlweks bleak. As a compassionate teenager
miserable HK out there not only aroused, but atsoeld me to do something to remedy its worsel
ecological situation. | always believe that a Heakcological environment is one of the precondgi
of reaching world peace on earth. Therefore, | hde@ded to devote myself to the study of ecolg

e to
t

its

her
e
the
ning
0
gy.

service for two consecutive years. In cooperatidath e World Wide Fund for Nature HK (WWFH

My interest and commitment to working for HK enwviroent is fulfilled by joining the Eco-monitori%g

)

and the Agricultural and Fisheries Department (AHD)ad been involved in a whole-year inspection
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on the biotic and abiotic factors in the water afi HHa Wan Marine Park, one of the few remaining
places in Hong Kong where corals can be seen. §hrawrking as part of the Eco-monitoring team of
12 people, | have built up a general knowledge taotiniques on marine monitoring in the Park, such
as the degree of salinity and its effect on theadiiéng of corals. The project’'s first year was| so
successful that | was selected to give a talk verse hundred secondary school teachers on hownto r
similar environmental monitoring projects in locathools as part of a Environmental Education
Workshop. Due to my enthusiasm in ecology, | chiosdo an extended essay on air pollution in HK.
Through field trips, designing and carrying out experiments, | analysed the metal ions absorption
ability of lichens that grow in regions of diffeteair qualities. | found it very rewarding that ¢udd
conduct my own independent research, particulariya results proved interesting and meaningful.

Being a scout for nice years has granted me inb&uapportunities to get in touch with the nature
through expeditions in the mountains and wind sgrfand sea kayaking. In 1997, | attained |the
supreme standard in scouting, the Chief Scout’'s rAw&rom my life in scouting, | have fully
developed my leadership skills and also learntrtfzsst important quality of a scout — to serve |the
community.

My leadership skills have also been enhanced tlraug active involvement in organizing some
community service programs such as visiting sordersl homes as well as some cultural evenings in
my school. Outside school, | am a committee memb#ne Hong Kong Union for Young Leaders + a
joint school organization aims at nurturing thedieahip abilities of secondary school studentghén
union, | have contributed myself in the organizatiof some social service projects as well ds a
leadership seminar camp.

Although | consider myself very academically moted | also believe that a balanced and all-round
life is essential. | enjoy a diverse range of doaral cultural pursuits. | attained Grade 8 in piam
1997 and | am currently learning guitar and saxopghdn the Hong Kong Speech Festival, 1998, | won
the Certificate of Honor in Dramatic dialogue. hretsporting field, | am in Grade 8 of Karate-do and
also obtained the Award of Merit in lifesaving. lap athletics and swimming with much enthusiasm
that | have won several gold medals in both my ipres school and the Inter-school Athlet|cs
Competition.

By studying in Li Po Chun United World College obiy Kong, an international school composed of
students from over sixty countries, | have developeany invaluable friendships through the
experience of living as well as working togethdnisThas enhanced my awareness of the importance of
international understanding. The cultural gaps tueur diverse backgrounds are now diminishing
when we try to understand and even appreciate tther gultures. This has enlightened me to the |fact
that sometimes we need cultural sensitivities wireding solutions to environmental problems, sush a
local fishing rights in marine parks such as Hoi\Wan. UWC life has also helped to shape my image
of an international student, to be outgoing andceamed about others, which | consider are essential
elements for studying overseas.

Sample Statement 4
UCAS Personal Statement
CourseEngineering

My passion for Engineering stems from my interestPhysics and Computer Science. During [the
previous summer vacation, | was very excited td Bt that the Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology had chosen me as one of 45 studentsf @aibhundred nominations from different schools,
to attend their Physics Summer School. It was aypeburse in special relativity, quantum mecharics,
cosmology and astronomy. | greatly enjoyed thecalithinking involved and | learned many valuable
leadership skills as | was assigned to be the pignco-ordinator for the final session of the ceurs
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1998, | entered the Hong Kong Olympiad in Inforrogtia Pascal programming competition, for wh
| won the bronze medal. In the same year, | wasemdy my secondary school to take part in
Chinese Youth Scientist Award Competition, in whighlaced among the thirty top candidates. Dut

decomposition of hydrogen peroxide. | very muclogithe laboratory and research work, as well as
use of computers in solving complex mathematicablams.

perseverance to cope with setbacks. This yearteaching the Taekwondo class at my school and

instruction — and the Chinese flute arouses agtsense of my cultural heritage.

| feel a desire to serve the community with whaital’e learned. Last year, | taught Newly Arriy

poetry. | find that helping the community gives engreat sense of self-fulfillment.

In the future, | would like to devote myself to @mggering, especially electrical and electronichaligh

my ultimate goal!

Sample Statement 5
Application for Languages at Cambridge

Unloading boxes of cooking pots, jelly, clothesy taucks and then peering back down from the

the significance of the difference; my own priviéeposition. | quickly learned the need for sensyti
an advanced level.

Being awarded as Assisted Place to attend Braddind’ Grammar School, launched me into a wa
of extra-curricular activities, characterised bg ttevelopment of personal skills and the winningnaf

respect of budgets, time-scales as well as teark were essential.

first, through school, then a self-organised exgegorogramme and which is ultimately illuminated
the prospect of continued study at university.

my first year in LPC, | was one of 3 project hokl&zading the school team in the Joint School $eien
Exhibition Proposal Competition. This was a wondedpportunity for me to creatively put theories
into practice and closely study the advanced tdogyobeing developed nowadays. Currently, | am
writing a research paper in Chemistry, for whichave programmed a computer simulation of the

involved in immersing oneself in another culturel amaintain this as a priority in language learrtiog

ich
the
ng

the

| strongly believe that life should be balancedm very fond of swimming and martial arts, and have
earned my black belt in Taekwondo. The intense iphldraining has given me determination and

itis

no doubt going to be an enjoyable experience for Mhgsic is another one of my interests. Playing
piano is relaxing and stirs my emotions and imagpna while playing the Er-hu — a Chinese stringed

ed

Chinese (primary six students) English. | also grenied Taekwondo for the elderly. This year, | @am
taking part in Leadership Lui Ming Choi, in whictwill teach a group of primary students drama and

| would like to work on hardware design for compmidoing research would be my first choice and

top

floor of the grubby block of flats to find childreand adults alike, staring at our long silver estat
Volvo, not even daring to go within two feet of lithecame aware of a difference. We had travebed t
Poland to visit my family, being ale to convers¢hathem and from my own observation, | had realised

rid

Merit Prizes. Playing county hockey and attendingtidhal Centres of Excellence exposed me to
rigorous training and | nourished the sense of camant to a cause. Inclusion in the preparation jand
execution of a humanitarian aid mission to Romavés a challenging organisational exercise where

Interaction with francophones from France, Quelret $enegal on a day to day basis was facilitated by
my acceptance at Li Po Chun United World CollegeHohg Kong. This inspired me to take the
opportunity to complete the Extended Essay, a cétsoppaspect of the International Baccalaureatg in
French, focussing on the Bleu, Blanc, Rouge trilogyfilms. | see these as further steps towards
comprehending the nuances of a language and dfiaecthat so far, have been made accessible to me

by

Diplomacy is the career | wish to pursue, wherglege, respect of other cultures and what | hope is
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my sensitive approach would be assets. Accordiragtgyr performing major roles in school productions
such as ‘Carousel’ by Rogers and Hammerstein ar& Bburgois Gentilhomme’ by Moliere,
complemented this experience with acting as asgistage manger at a professional venue, the Hong
Kong Fringe Theatre. Also, holding a position igraup dedicated to teaching Chinese children Emglis

provides a contrast to the academic learning ofyediay. Their cultural dislocation, despite teclatiic
remaining in the same country is testament yetnagathe necessity for subtlety in communication|. |
addition to this, being a student at an internai@chool helps me, in a sense, to see the wotltbui
leaving the campus. The success, abilities andhgitie, the weakness, tragedy and conflict among
many countries are recognised by students hergvaridarn tolerance and friendship from one another.
Consequently | feel 1 am quite broadly educated #e®d prepared for university as my next step.

Adding another language to French in this contekgre a study year in the native country is offered
a chance for me to diversify, putting into practwwbat | have learnt, yet equally, broadening jmy
outlook.

Sample Statement 6
UCAS Personal Statement
CourseBiochemistry

Out of all the things in the world, the very essent human life has always intrigued me most. Gpod
health brings happiness and security — it givetheshance to live and create in life. A professioat
helps people achieve health and stability is somgthalways honoured most.

It was, thus, the virtue of helping people thatheel into studying sciences. During my studiesjftesdt
to specific area of medicine — Biochemistry, wighilo use the study of life at a molecular level to
fortify the medical knowledge we have. | realiskdttbiochemistry is where | hold greatest potential

Already at the beginning of my scientific education 1995, | started taking part in chemistry
competitions and achieved my first success. Therest remained strong, culminating with two golden
medals, in the Republic Competition in Chemistrg ahthe Belgrade Olympics in Chemistry, the two
most prestigious school competitions in Yugoslawal997 | joined the Petnica Science Centre, a
leading research centre in Yugoslavia, and did imst fscientific research work in the field pf
Biochemistry. It was published in the paper: “Inr@istudies of antioxidant properties of ethanolic
extracts of sage and mint”.

In 1998, a whole new perspective of life openedaume when | won the scholarship to come to Li|Po
Chun United World College of Hong Kong and représémoslavia. | had the chance to put my ideals
of human rights and equality into action throughngnactivities that concern the global community. |
took part in the HK Model United Nations, Educatiproject with street children in Bombay and
discussed different International Current Affagspecially as a Yugoslav representative.

My interest in science has developed in Li Po Clasnwell. Working on an extended essay| in
Neurobiology gave for an excellent prelude for mstHer studies. In it, | aimed to find an experitan
model to study the effects of lithium when usechadrug in manic depression. This research entailed
deep and challenging scientific thought, as | mpderallels between the human and the invertehrate
organisms, as well as explained and correlated effiects of lithium. Both the theoretic and
experimental work | did made me even more deterchineny university subject choice.

| want to study Cellular and Molecular Biochemistaiy one of the best UK universities because |
believe its high academic rigour would satisfy mierests in science and its reputation would hedgg m
pursue my ambitions further. As an internation&lotar | wish to teach and use my knowledge ar%und

the world, including my country, Yugoslavia to hefpromote international understanding and
co-operation through my professional life.
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Sample Statement 7
UCAS Personal Statement
CourseMathematics

My enthusiasm for Mathematics began when | wagiatgsy school. | had extra Mathematics lesspns
at home, and finished the arithmetic curriculum tears ahead of other students of my age. From|then
on, | began to build on my great interest in thigject.

In China, | enrolled to study the Olympics MatheicatCourse for three years. At fifteen, | won my
first citywide Mathematics competition. During mipdl year at high school, | took part in the Naébn
Mathematics Competition, and won the runner upepritiis gave me greater confidence in achieying
my goal to study Mathematics at University. Howevdrelieve that an all-rounded personality is dlso
essential to success. | was once elected as thelschublicity chairman, which allowed me to deye
important skills in organization and public relaso In addition, | took part in the organisation|of
Chinese drama and the editing of the school's Ehglewspaper. My active participation has cultigate
my leadership skills and improved my logical analpem solving skills and analytical abilities.
Furthermore, the winning of the “Star of the Futupfysics competition increased my confidence in
achieving my goal in the coming years.

In order to broaden my learning, | decided to stizaythe International Baccalaureate Diploma aPbi
Chun, where | was privileged to be awarded a feftlatarship. In IB Mathematics, | am particulaf
fascinated by calculus, statistics, and analystsapproximation. | enjoy reading around the subjec
mathematics areas related to, but beyond the sobfiee IB course. | regularly read more advanced
calculus, co-ordinate geometry and also enjoy cderpknowledge. Being able to study in @an

environment with other scholars from 70 differeatictries of the world has enlarged the scope of my
learning. This is because the multi-cultural natnfreny College has made me aware of the importance
of international understanding. | joined the CadlsgFootball Team and am the College’s Badmirjton
Team leader as well as the Chinese Calligraphyelgadhich has enhanced my leadership,

communication and organisational skills.

y

—

| joined a British Council training course and dha valuable chance to teach English to newly adr|v
children who come from China. This rewarding sose&ivice enriched my teaching experience. During
my summer holiday, | went to several secondary sishim China to teach students Mathematics jand
Physics voluntarily. The three months that | workedde me realize the important of knowledge| In
addition, | am certain in the choice of my futueer such as mathematics, computer research and
management, which need logical thinking, probleiwisg and analytical abilities and are mainly based
on mathematics.

Step by step, my dream to study at a Universityh &itgood reputation has been raised to a goal that
am hoping to achieve.
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Appendix 7: Trent UWC Scholarship

Besides other scholarships available to internati@tudents, Trent University offers this scholgrsh
specifically to 4 non-Canadian UWC students eadr.yBach UWC may nominate 2 students for this
scholarship (students may not apply for the scBblprdirectly). Application forms for Trent Univets
and for their other Trent International Programk®} scholarships are with Emily.

Criteria

“Nominees are expected to be outstanding acaddgniaad well-rounded, with a proven record of
leadership, extra-curricular activity, communitpdainternational commitment .... who, without ficzl
assistance, would be unable to pursue post-segpadacation in North America.”

Fee Waiver
Each nominee automatically has the applicatio{@$50) waived — no fee waiver is available fdreot
Trent applicants (Canadian universities in gengoahot offer application fee waivers).

Deadline and application requirements
The nominations with the applications must be resbby Trent by 15 February (2004 deadline).

The application includes various essays, lettergx@a letters of reference, etc — read the Trent
information. These extras are needed for othersthvlarship applications so would be required efren
you are not nominated.

Nominees unsuccessful for the UWC Scholarship adtiomatically have their names considered for the
open TIP Scholarships.

LPC selection of nominees
In selecting nominees we will not necessarily cledoem the students with the highest predicted egad
these students already have excellent opporturidrasther scholarship opportunities.

The sign-up list will closd5 January (2006 date).
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Appendix 8: Registering for SAT

There are 3 SAT testing dates in tHe demester each year: early October, early Noverabdrearly
December. The December date is the latest thatgouwse for most regular decision US applications.

LPC is an SAT test centre. It seems that from ald005 there has been a huge increase in Hong Kong
registrations for SAT and LPC fills well before thegistration deadline, d@ sure to register as early as
possible If you need to choose another test centre, ttegrlational Christian School in Kowloon Tong is
the easiest to get to by public transport.

Get the address correct!!

Before you can register online for an SAT, you netrl set up an online account at
www.collegeboard.comit is essential that you enter a correct postllress for LPC if you want to
receive your score report here. You can check gddress details by selecting Update My Collegeilerof
immediately after login, and then selecting Upddielnfo at the top right of your screen. It shoudek

like this (note that there is no postal code fongldKong and that Hong Kong only appears once in the

address (as the country):
MAILING ADDRESS

MNote: This will be yaur official mailing address for all SAT notifications and related services, including
score reports and college information.

I U.8,, U.S, Territories and Puerto Rica

) Qutside the U.S.

Mailing Address 1 Ui Po Chun UWG
Mailing Address 2:

10 Lok Wo Sha Lane

Mailing Address 3 Sai Sha Foad

Chy: Shatin

Postal Code:

Region/Province NT

Country Hong Kong l'ﬁ-a

Phone Number:

Many students find it useful to sit the SAT Reasgrlest (ie SAT 1) a™ time because the test format is
initially unfamiliar — the results of the Oct SATIilllnot be available before the deadline for regyistg for
the Nov SAT so most of these students do SAT Reagdrest in Oct, SAT Subject Test in Nov and then

register for a ¥ SAT Reasoning Test in Dec if they wish.

The deadline for registering for the Oct SAT ishe&@ep. This might be during Orientation Week so |
recommend that you register before OW starts.

There a few SAT booklets are in the Academic Centptease return them when you have finished with
them so that other students can use them.

The cost for the SAT Reasoning Test in the 06-GF \US$64 (HK$S500)

The easiest and fastest way to register is onlnine SAT web site
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sathiegl however you need to pay by credit card.

If you are unable to access a credit card (eitber ywn or through friends) then Karen in the Aatisu
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Office can pay using the LPC credit card. You wied to register using the computer in the Academic
Centre and then Karen will enter the LPC creditd aietails.
1. Check the cost for the test that you want to regifstr and convert to HK$ (US$1 = HK$7.9)
2. Get an MRF (Material Request Form) from Emily
3. Take the correct money in HK$ with the MRF to Kamerthe Accounts Office. Karen will take
your money and sign the MRF as a receipt
4. Arrange a time with Karen to complete your registra

You will need to register with the SAT website befgou can register to sit an SAT test. This ihitia
registration can take 10 — 20 minutes and includagy sections (eg about your interests and previous

schooling that you do not need to complete, buthimigsh to). If you want to use the LPC credit ched
sure to complete this initial registration befooening to the Academic Centre to register for tist. te

Remember!

If you want to use the LPC credit card to pay fourySAT:
e complete the initial SAT registration before sedif@en about registering for SAT
 take the completed and signed MRF with you

Steve, Sep 2006

111 of 127 9/20/2008 3:24 P|



Schol’s http://home.lpcuwc.edu.hk/bug/The%20LPC%20BUG

Appendix 9: CIS Country Educational System
Overviews

We are fortunate to have permission from the Cduwfcinternational Schools to include the following
articles in the BUG.

1. Australia

Applying to Australian universities

Jeffrey Smart, Manager Recruitment Services, Motashnational, Monash University
Australian universities operate separate admissions procedures for domestic and international students.
Domestic students are those who hold citizenship or permanent residency of Australia or citizenship of New
Zealand. International students are citizens of any other country.

The Australian academic year consists of two principal semesters: semester 1 commences around the beginning
of March each year, semester 2 commences around the middle of July (check each university's website for
specific commencement dates for each academic year). Many Australian universities have intakes in both
semester 1 and semester 2, however semester 2 entry can be limited at some institutions and for particular
courses, and even for some categories of student. University course guides, handbooks and web sites list the
availability of intakes for each course.

1. Admissions procedures and requirements

University Admissions Committees generally regulate the minimum institutional selection principles and entry
standards for undergraduate and postgraduate programs, while Faculty Admissions Committees often set
specific subject requirements and selection procedures relating to particular degree courses.

Entry to university courses is normally based on three principles:

1. Isthe secondary qualification held by the applican t equivalent to the final year of secondary
school in the State in which the university is base d?
International qualifications are individually assessed for equivalence to the relevant State certificate of
secondary education (year 12). Most Australian universities list international qualifications that they
regard as equivalent to their State’s certificate of secondary education (year 12) in their course guides
and handbooks for international students, and on their websites.

2. Has the applicant completed the pre-requisites, and met any special selection requirements, for
the particular course?
Pre-requisite subjects vary from course to course. University Admissions Committees may set a
standard subject pre-requisite for all undergraduate courses (eg. completion of English in the final year
of secondary school), while faculties may set other pre-requisites, relating to the academic demands of
the course and the base-level knowledge and skills assumed at first-year level.

3. Has the applicant reached the required academic sta  ndard?
Most Australian universities publish entry scores required of international students who have completed
qualifications equivalent to an Australian certificate of secondary education (year 12).
Refer to individual university course guides, handbooks and websites for the scores required for entry
to individual courses. Most universities will specify entry scores required for entry to their courses for
international students who have completed the 1B, A-Levels programs, and many other international
qualifications.

2. Application procedures: International students
Most Australian universities manage the selection of international students through an International Admissions
Unit or Office.

International students, and particularly those studying outside Australia, normally apply direct to the institution
concerned.

There is no centralised international admissions system covering all universities; applicants should submit
individual applications for each institution.

Admission to courses will be made on the basis of published entry criteria, and normally on the basis of academic
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merit. Some courses, across a range of disciplines, have special entry requirements that must also be
completed: for example, folios, auditions, personal or academic statements and references, or interviews.

Admissions Managers will also pay regard to Australian government immigration requirements when assessing
applications. Nationals of some countries will be required to take an IELTS test and achieve a minimum score, in
addition to meeting the university’s English language entry criteria. For information about Australian government
requirements see www.immi.gov.au

Applications are available from many sources including; the universities, their registered agents overseas,
Australian embassies and consulates. Applications can usually be submitted to the university’s registered agents,
direct to the institution, and in some cases to university staff or offices based in other countries. Many institutions
encourage applicants to apply online via the university’s website.

Although some courses at some institutions operate strict quotas (and particular application procedures will apply)
most courses operate on a “rolling” admissions basis in that selection decisions are made as applications from
international students are received. Most institutions set a closing date for international applications for a
particular semester (these may be flexible in some cases) - contact the universities directly for information.

To meet Australian government immigration requirements, nationals of some countries should make themselves
aware of the financial and other evidentiary requirements they will need to meet to qualify for a student visa well in
advance (6-12 months) of the planned commencement of their studies (see www.immi.gov.au for details).

Universities are strictly regulated by the Australian Federal Government and may only accept applications for, and
make offers to, courses registered on the Commonwealth Register of International Courses for Overseas
Students (CRICOS); registered courses have individual CRICOS codes. Only institutions registered by the
Federal Government on CRICOS may make offers to international students into their approved courses (see
http://cricos.detya.gov.au/ for details).

3. Application procedures: Australian citizens

Australian citizens and permanent residents applying for Australian university courses are required to apply
through the tertiary admissions centre in the state in which they plan to study (for example, the Victorian Tertiary
Admissions Centre). The easiest way for Australians living overseas to access information about tertiary
admissions procedures is via the state tertiary admissions centres websites; (for example, www.vtac.edu.au)
Tertiary admissions centres for the states in which ECIS member institutions are located are listed below.
Applicants will find an online application guide and can submit and pay for their application online. The closing
date for semester 1 applications is normally the final Friday in September for all states (September 30 2003 for
semester one entry, 2004). After this date substantial increases apply to application fees. (Check web sites below
for details).

Applications for mid-year or semester 2 entry (i.e. July) are made direct to the university. Please note, mid-year
entry is not available for all courses or at all institutions.

Australian students applying from overseas need to be aware that some courses may have extra requirements
that require them to undertake an exam or undergo an interview — these requirements will be outlined clearly on
the state tertiary admissions centre web sites. In many cases distance will make satisfying these criteria difficult
and other arrangements may need to be negotiated with course coordinators - contact details for these people
can be found in university course guides, handbooks and websites.

Tertiary Admissions Centres (Australian citizens an d permanent residents only)
New South Wales — University Admissions Centre (UAC) www.uac.edu.au

Queensland — Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre (QTAC) www.qtac.edu.au

South Australia — South Australia Tertiary Admissions Centre (SATAC) www.satac.edu.au

Western Australia — Tertiary Institutions Service Centre (TISC) www.tisc.edu.au

Victoria — Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) www.vtac.edu.au
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2. Britain

British Higher Education

There are over 150 Universities and Colleges of Higher Education in the UK. Courses and structures of courses
in the UK are constantly changing and adapting. Universities in Scotland — where the degree course is typically of
four years’ duration rather than the English three years — have long had a flexible pattern of study with first year
students studying a range of subjects. A number of British universities are nhow adopting a flexible study pattern,
with students able to use a modular structure to decide their own learning pattern.

In addition to degrees, students can study at diploma level in many universities, and are also able to follow a
foundation course in several subject areas. This is very valuable when a fundamental change of subject is being
considered.

All university degrees in the UK have the same status. Comparability of standards is maintained through an
external examiner system. Academic staff from one institution assesses another's courses and outcomes. This
system ensures that qualifications awarded to students are of a similar standard in all higher education
institutions.

Although standards are uniform — broadly-speaking — no two universities or colleges are alike. Deciding which
university or college to apply to is a time-consuming task, and not always an easy one, but it is one of those
decisions that repays the time spent making it many times over. Students will need to embark on a rational
course of self-assessment, research and planning and continually use all available sources of information.

This introduction will try to make the application process easier by covering some of the practical questions
concerning admission to UK universities and colleges and through highlighting resource materials students
should consider. (The word ‘university’ is used throughout to cover both university and college.)

WHERE TO BEGIN — CHOOSING A COURSE
Vital questions to ask
Whatever course you are considering you should obtain satisfactory answers to a range of questions such as:-
- What qualifications and grades am | likely to require to be accepted on to the course?
Am | looking for a professional course?
Does the structure of the course allow me to study only one subject, or more than one?
What are the English language requirements — can | improve my English whilst studying?
Are there any possibilities for studying abroad?
What is the cost of living? Is accommodation provided? What sort of accommodation? Is health care
provided?
Are there special facilities for international students — are visits welcome in aiding the decision process? Can |
visit before deciding whether to apply?
Is the qualification/degree | hope to receive recognised in my home country?
Where is the university — is it in a big city or is it on a campus out of town? How large is the student
population? What sports and recreational facilities are available?
What are the fees? Will | be able to pay by instalments? Are there any additional costs related to the course?

Sources of Information
Information on all aspects of studying and living in Britain is available from your local British Council Office. There
are also a variety of other sources of information.

1. Universities and Colleges Entrance — the Officia | Guide

This comprehensive source of information about all UK universities and colleges called The Big Official UCAS
Guide to University & College Entrance is published annually and your school should have a copy. (UCAS —
Universities and Colleges Admissions Service.)

Alternatively British Council offices may have one; if not, you can get it from the address given at the end of this
introduction. The Big Official Guide gives an outline of all universities in the UK and contains details of all courses
available at them, including an indication of a range of the qualifications likely to be required for entry, the
numbers applying, the number of places available, etc.

2. Computerised information
The UCAS web site, <www.ucas.ac.uk> also includes a course database, listing every course covered by the
system. From the UCAS web-site, it is possible to link to the sites of member institutions. Many university
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web-sites also offer students an opportunity for a ‘virtual’ tour of the campus.

ECCTIS (Educational Counselling & Credit Transfer Information Service) produces computerised information on
120,000 courses and grade requirements, as well as including the Potter Guide, giving descriptions of the
universities. It is located on the Internet at <www.ecctis.co.uk>

3. Prospectuses

All universities publish their own detailed descriptions of courses, facilities and services. Many British Council
offices carry a range of these, as do schools and colleges. If you have a specific interest in a course offered by a
particular university you could obtain your own copy, free of charge, by contacting the university directly. The
addresses of the universities, which are members of the European Council of International Schools, are provided
in this guide.

3. Videos/CD Roms

Some universities produce their own promotional videos or CD Roms. You may obtain or borrow one free of
charge from the schools liaison officer. If you are unable to visit the universities, viewing a video is one means of
gaining an impression of what it is like to be a student at a particular institution. Students, and their advisers,
should note that both prospectuses, and videos, paint a positive image of the institution in order to attract
applications; they do, however, contain a large amount of factual material, which enables you to identify
differences between universities both in ethos and physical appearance.

4. Commercial Publications

Commercial guides also give descriptions of the universities, cities or towns and provide information on the
grades likely to be required. However, it should be remembered that grade requirements often vary from year to
year, and that the most accurate grade requirements will be found in the university prospectuses or on the
institution’s web-site. The grades given in commercial publications are not always either accurate or up-to-date,
as publication necessarily takes place well before the year of entry in question.

Candidates should always contact the Admissions Office of the university that interests them to obtain clarification
of the typical offer grades currently sought for particular courses.

Some guides also offer subjective opinions about institutions. If you are using this type of guide you would be best
advised to look at several, so that you get a balance of views.

6. Visits
Visiting universities is probably the best way to get the answers to all your questions. Universities are open during
the summer and contacting the schools liaison officer well in advance would ensure a welcome.

7. People

People are always a helpful source of information — students, friends, parents, parents’ friends, and teachers —
anyone who may have experience of UK universities. Often these people can be very helpful, but bear in mind
that their information may be some years out of date and the courses they attended may have been very different
from the ones you are interested in yourself, thus zealous enthusiasm about their own university experience may
mislead you.

It is most important to keep an open mind. Remember that many subjects are not necessarily taught at school,
and that it is often possible to combine two or more subjects in a coherent academic programme.

The Final Choice
No one except you can or should make the final decision about which courses to apply for. Your choice will be
based on many factors such as:
The course: is it right for you? Does it emphasise the aspects of the subject in which you are interested? Is the
course structure flexible? Are you able to change the emphasis of your studies if you so wish? Will it take you
towards where you want to be in five years' time?
Is the university of the type and in the location that would suit?
Are you likely to obtain the grades to ensure an offer?

You may well find that the majority of prospectuses will quote grades required in terms of the English A levels.
Many other qualifications (e.g. International Baccalaureate; US Advanced Placement Program; European
Baccalaureate; school leaving qualification in many countries) are totally acceptable to UK universities, including a
mixture of them. If you are in doubt — ask the university concerned!

THE MECHANICS — HOW TO APPLY

Application for most degree courses is made on a single form through the UCAS (Universities and Colleges
Admissions Service) system. UCAS processes applications, on behalf of UK universities and colleges of higher
education, for entry to their full-time first degree, Diploma of Higher Education (DipHE), Higher National Diploma
(HND) and some university diploma courses. The university prospectus will always give full information about how
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to apply for each course. Most schools receive UCAS forms and the printed directory explaining the whole
procedure. If not, you can send for the form and directory by writing to the following address:

UCAS

Application requests
Rosehill, New Barn Lane
Cheltenham
Gloucestershire GL52 3LZ
UK

Or e-mail: app.reg@ucas.ac.uk

You can apply for up to six courses on the UCAS form; these can be six applications for similar courses in
different universities or several different courses at the same university (or a combination of these). You can apply
to either Cambridge or Oxford universities (not both). For some subjects evidence of your commitment to the
subject may have a bearing on whether you are offered a place. Note that if you are planning to apply for either
Medicine, Dentistry or Veterinary Science, you are limited to four choices for these subjects. You will then have
two remaining choices for applications to other subjects. Seek advice from your school on whether a range of
different subjects on your application form is likely to be acceptable. The cost for making this application is
£15.00. If you only apply to one course, at one institution, the cost will be £5.00.

If you hope to start your studies in September or October 2004, you must do all the research on where you want
to study during the summer of 2003, ready to complete your part of the application form in September/October
2003. You will then require a reference on your application form, usually from your school principal or guidance
counsellor. They will need to receive it in plenty of time for them to add their reference and to send it to UCAS
well before the appropriate deadline.

WHEN TO APPLY

Application for entry to UK higher education takes place early in the autumn term/semester in the year before you
hope to start your studies, and is much earlier than most other higher education systems. UCAS must receive
your completed forms before 15 January of the year you hope to start your studies the following autumn;
universities guarantee to give equal consideration to all applications submitted by that date. Forms can be sent at
any time after 1 September, and you are well advised to apply as soon as you have all your ‘research’ completed
and all your questions answered. If you are applying to Oxford or Cambridge Universities, you must apply before
15 October. Oxford and Cambridge also require the student to submit their own institutional form by that date as
well. This deadline also applies to applicants for Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Science at any British
University.

It is very important that you follow the instructions on the sheet included with the application form, as well as
making full use of the directory. For example, you must use codes when indicating both the university and course

for which you are applying.

ASSESSMENT

UCAS does not make decisions. It simply acts as a clearing house between the applicant and the universities and
colleges. UCAS will send a copy of your application to each of the institutions to which you have applied. An
admissions tutor will consider your application in your chosen subject.

You may receive an offer (possibly after an interview or after submitting some written work) or your application
maybe unsuccessful. Entry to all courses is competitive, and in some cases the competition is very strong. The
criteria used for selection may vary from course to course and from university to university. You will already know
from your research the level of qualifications you are likely to have to achieve. Universities will consider a number
of factors when reaching decisions; ie: your actual performance in past exams and your predicted performance in
future exams; your statement about yourself; how well the qualifications you are offering prepare you for the
course; whether you seem to be interested in and committed to your chosen course and whether the reference
received from your school indicates that you are likely to be a suitable and successful student. If you are a
non-native speaker of English you may be asked to provide evidence of your ability in English. Prospectuses will
give you a guide as to what qualifications (e.g. IGCSE English; TOEFL; Cambridge Proficiency; British Council
IELTS are usually acceptable).

DECISIONS

Once the relevant admission tutor, either with or without an interview, has considered your application, UCAS will
communicate the decision to you. You may hear from the institutions direct, and they may invite you to visit at that
point, but it is the UCAS notification that is the definitive response. The decision will be either an unconditional or
conditional offer of a place, or unsuccessful. You can check the progress of your application via the UCAS
web-site.
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If you are at a school, any offer you receive is likely to be conditional on your forthcoming qualification
performance. There are many ways in which conditional offers can be expressed, but a conditional offer means
that you will only know for certain if you have a place on a particular course when the results of your qualifications
are known. At this stage your place will be confirmed if you have met the conditions of the offer.

How you must respond to the offers is clearly explained in the UCAS directory. In particular, it is explained that
when you receive responses from all the institutions and courses to which you have applied, and if you have
received several offers of places, there are rules about accepting some and declining others.

CONFIRMATION

When you get your qualification results you will know whether or not you have satisfied the conditions of your
offer; a few people who get grades just below the ones asked for may also be accepted if there are sufficient
places. UCAS will confirm your place if you have been accepted.

A SECOND CHANCE

Students who are unsuccessful in their initial UCAS applications may be considered for vacant places in either
UCAS Extra or ‘Clearing’. (Extra and clearing are processes whereby students requiring a place are matched with
vacant places at institutions.) If applicants are unsuccessful in gaining any offers from their original choices, or
decide to decline any offer received, they will automatically be entered into the Extra process. UCAS Extra will
run until 30 June, after this date applicants will have to wait for clearing. UCAS will publish details of universities
that anticipate they may still have places available and applicants therefore have an opportunity to gain a place
before the clearing process starts. Full details of this are given in the UCAS directory. Clearing takes place
following the publication of A level and equivalent results in August each year. Full details of this procedure are
also given in the UCAS directory. Candidates should seek the advice of their teachers and course advisers when
considering the options open to them in Clearing.

GETTING READY TO ENTER UNIVERSITY

Shortly before you are due to start your course, the university or college will send you a package of information
about arrival, registration, accommodation and any induction or welcome programme. Before you receive this, if
you have any questions about any aspect of your courses, ring or e-mail the university’s Admissions Office. They
will be happy to give you advice and guidance. If you need a visa, apply for one well in advance from the British
High Commission, Embassy or Consulate in your home country.

COSTS

At some stage, the university you will be attending should have sent you information about the cost of studying
and living. You will probably have been asked to provide documentary evidence of your ability to support yourself
on your course, and you may be asked to pay some fees in advance of your arrival.

It is difficult to give costs for an overseas student studying in the UK. Tuition costs are fairly standard but vary
depending upon type of courses, whether courses are laboratory or workshop based, and also whether you are
an EU citizen or not.

From 1 October 2004 there will be an annual tuition fee of £1,150 for new British and EU students. Whether you
will liable to pay all, some or none of this fee is dependent upon an assessment of your family's income. For
further information, see the leaflet Help with Tuition Fees for European Union (EU) Students available from the
Department for Education and Skills. Your school should have a copy. Alternatively you can get up-to-date
information at www.dfes.gov.uk/studentsupport/eustudents/index.shtmi

The Big Official UCAS Guide to University & College Entrance has some basic information about accommodation
and catering charges in institutions, but you will also need to allow for books, clothes, entertainment, toiletries,
travel within the UK, as well as for travel to and from your home country. Make arrangements in good time to have
money transferred to the UK. This is especially important if your own country has currency restrictions. Also,
because transfer of funds can be slow, be sure to bring with you enough money to last you for the first few weeks.

USEFUL WEBSITES

British Council:  www.britcoun.org
UKCOSA (Council for international education): www.ukcosa.org.uk
UCAS: www.ucas.ac.uk or www.ucas.com

BIBLIOGRAPHY

The Big Official UCAS Guide to University and Colle  ges Entrance. The Universities and Colleges Admissions
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From Dalebank Books, 4 Old Grammar School House, School Gardens, Shewsbury SY1 2AJ. Tel: +44 1743
243191.

Studying & Living in Britain 2001.  Available from Plymbridge Distribution, Estover Road, Plymouth PL6 7PY.
Tel: +44 1752 20230. Fax: +44 1752 202333. Price: £5.99. ISBN 0-746309-236.

The PUSH Guide to which University by Johnny Rich. Published by The Stationery Office Books, Price £12.99.
Available from bookshops.

Which Degree? (CRAC Student Guide) . Four books in a set. Social Sciences, Business and Education;
Science, Medicine and Maths; Arts, Humanities and Languages; and Engineering, Technology and Geography.
Can be purchased individually at £20.95 each or £79.99 for the set. Available from Plymbridge Distribution, as
above.

Degree Course Guides . Books on individual degrees at £9.99 a book or a set at £87.99. Available from
Plymbridge Distribution, as above.

Distribution@ucas.ac.uk gives a comprehensive list of guides published.

3. Canada

Canada

Why Study in Canada?

More than 25,000 international students study at some 90 universities in Canada. These range from large
research institutions to small liberal arts universities, and are located in both major business and cultural centres
and smaller, more intimate communities. The range of choice is tremendous — large and small, denominational or
secular, English, French or bilingual. Most institutions are publicly funded and more than half offer graduate as
well as undergraduate education.

Canada is a country built on diversity. Often referred to as a cultural mosaic, it is widely viewed as a progressive,
multicultural and very welcoming country. Canada is known for its global perspective, tolerance and international
peace initiatives. Three of Canada’s major cities are rated by the World Bank as among the top ten best places in
which to live, work and study.

Canada’s universities are world-renowned for their high standards and educational excellence. A degree from a
Canadian university is internationally recognized. Furthermore, tuition and living expenses are lower than at
comparable institutions in the United States, Australia and the United Kingdom.

Choosing a university

One of the easiest and best ways to get information on the wide range of universities and programs of study is
through the Internet. A good place to start is the web site of the Association of Universities and Colleges of
Canada (AUCC) at www.aucc.ca. This site provides access to the Directory of Canadian Universities which offers
hotlinks to the homepages of the universities themselves. In addition, there is comparative information on tuition
fees among Canada’s ten provinces, as well as comparisons of fees and living costs between Canada and the
United States (for both public and private institutions), the United Kingdom, Australia and France. Additional
information about specific universities and their programs can be obtained by writing to the university’s Registrar.

Information Services

Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada (AUCC) 151 Slater Street, Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 5N1:
general information on programmes for international students wishing to study at Canadian universities
(application forms and details on admission requirements available only from the universities and colleges).

Canadian Bureau of International Education (CBIE) 85 Albert Street, Suite 1400, Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6A4:
general information on study, work and exchange in Canada and abroad; reception service for incoming
international students during August and September each year at the airports of Halifax, Toronto and Vancouver.

Canadian embassies, high commissions and consulates abroad provide general information on studying in
Canada and on visa requirements.
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Canadian Education Centres (CECs) have been established in a humber of locations around the world. These
centres are supported by the government of Canada and are located in seventeen cities in Asia, the Americas
and Australia. The CECs sponsor education fairs, stock information about study at a variety of Canadian
institutions, give presentations on Higher Education in Canada, and have counselors on hand to assist students.
For details, see www.studyincanada.com/cec/

Application and Admission to Canadian Universities

Application deadlines and notification dates vary and are generally a little later than those in the United States.
There are no ‘early decision’ programs, nor is there a common response date. In general, students who live
overseas are advised to start making enquiries a good 12 to 16 months before enrolment, to allow time to
research the available choices, obtain and submit application forms, and determine visa requirements.

Criteria for admission vary among universities and according to the desired program of study, but generally the
institutions within each province have a similar approach. The emphasis for the admission of students is on the
academic record. Other factors play a much less significant role than they do in selection to a competitive US
college. Detailed admission requirements can be obtained from the universities’ web sites or by writing to the
Registrar/Admissions Office of the university.

Granting of advanced standing credit varies by institution. Although many students present Advanced Placement
courses, the International Baccalaureate Diploma, the French Baccalauréat, or Advanced Level Examinations,
there is no uniform approach to granting credits, even within a province.

If English or French is not your mother tongue, you will need to show proficiency in the language in which you will
be studying. For most English universities, this usually involves obtaining a score of 550 or better (minimum score
depends on the university) in the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) or equivalent. Canadian French
language universities usually assess applicants on a case-by-case basis. Details can be obtained from the
university’s Registrar or Admissions Office.

Scholarships are generally awarded on the basis of academic merit. Universities in some provinces may offer
scholarships based on athletic and academic merit. Information on awards offered to international students can
be found in Awards for Study in Canada published by the Canadian Bureau for International Education
(www.cbie.ca).

Financial aid on entry is very limited. Canadian citizens and permanent residents of Canada can apply for federal
and provincial student loans. American students attending most Canadian universities are eligible for U.S.
guaranteed student loans and can also claim the recently implemented HOPE Scholarship and Lifetime Learning
tax credits.

Discussion of issues related to diversity and educational equity has gained wide currency in recent years.
Universities generally do not operate with quotas or policies that could be construed as positive discrimination.
Bridging programs that permit students from traditionally under-represented groups to obtain the necessary
qualifications for entry have been in place for at least ten years at a nhumber of institutions. In addition, many
provinces have a community college system, which permits students who have a less competitive record to start
post-secondary studies and improve their academic record for eventual transfer to university. Most universities
have programs in place to assist students with learning disabilities or with special physical needs.

Acknowledgement CIS thanks Mariela Johansen, former Registrar and Director of Admissions, McGill University
and Sally Hill, Senior Recruitment Officer, University of Toronto for their assistance.

4. New Zealand

An introduction to the New Zealand education
system

New Zealand has an international reputation as a provider of quality education. The country offers a safe learning
environment, which provides excellent study opportunity and support services for international students. Courses
are available in academic, professional and vocational studies at universities, polytechnics and institutes of
technology, colleges of education (teacher training), wananga, private education providers and secondary
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schools.

Before starting their studies at a New Zealand university, many international students enrol for courses at a New
Zealand secondary school, polytechnic or private education establishment. Most of the country’s universities also
offer foundation courses which give international students the opportunity to bring their English language skills
and academic performance up to university entrance standard. Courses which focus solely on English language
are also available.

New Zealand secondary schools provide a broad education for students, generally aged from 13 to 18 years.
Most schools are established and funded by the New Zealand Government but there are a number of secondary
schools with special philosophical or religious traditions. These receive limited state funding. All schools prepare
students for state examinations and are subject to stringent quality assurance assessments. During their final
year of study (usually at age 17 or 18), students may sit for a university entrance examination.

Twenty-four tertiary education institutions, which are known as polytechnics or, in some cases, institutes of
technology, form the New Zealand polytechnic system. These institutions are state funded and provide education
and training at many levels, from introductory studies to full degree programmes. Most universities have
agreements which recognise the successful completion of a course of study at a New Zealand polytechnic or
institute of technology as an entrance qualification. Some students are able to enter a university course of study
with credit towards their chosen degree programme.

There is an increasing number of private tertiary institutes and training establishments in New Zealand. These
providers offer a wide range of courses including English language study options. International students often
enrol in these courses either to improve their English language prior to commencing university study or to pass
examinations required for university entrance.

Code of practice

A Code of Practice for the Pastoral Care of International Students that ensures all education providers protect the
welfare of their international students will come into force in 2002. Only signatories to the code will be allowed to
enrol international students. New Zealand’s universities have agreed to be bound by the Code.

Ensuring that education providers act fairly and reasonably when recruiting students, the Code will give
prospective students confidence that they can trust the institutions that they choose to enrol in. Copies of the
Code are available on request from the universities or from the New Zealand Ministry of Education website at
www.minedu.govt.nz

Universities in New Zealand

University education was established in New Zealand in 1870 and has a similar tradition to the British university
system. There are eight state-funded universities in New Zealand, all of them internationally respected for their
academic and research performance. In addition to a centrally co-ordinated system of quality assurance audits at
both institution and programme level, each university undertakes internal quality checks.

All New Zealand universities offer a broad range of subjects in Arts, Commerce and Science. Each has
developed its own specialist subjects such as Medicine, Engineering, Veterinary Science, Computer Studies,
Agriculture and Environmental Studies.

Composition of University Degrees

Bachelor’s, Master's and Doctoral degrees are offered by all New Zealand universities. A range of undergraduate
and postgraduate diplomas is also available, along with honours programmes (usually requiring an additional year
of study).

1. Undergraduate Study in New Zealand

At most New Zealand universities the course of study for a Bachelor's degree consists of a prescribed
number of units, papers or courses. In each subject there are usually first-year (stagel or 100-level),
second-year (stage 2 or 200 level) and third-year (stage3 or 300 level) courses. A second-year course
may be commenced only after prescribed passes in the subject at stage 1 and a third-year course only
after required passes in the subject at stage 2.

In each subject the student is required to attend a given number of lectures, tutorials and/or laboratory
periods per week. In some courses field trips provide opportunities for on-site study of natural
phenomena or social processes. These learning contacts are supplemented by personal reading and
research. Students are expected to develop independent study skills with a minimum of professional
supervision. Grades given in tests, assignments and practical work count towards the final grade for a
course. Most courses have a final written examination held either at mid-year (June) or the end of the
academic year (October/November).
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2. Postgraduate study in New Zealand.

The first degree a student is able to gain in New Zealand is as elsewhere, a Bachelor’'s degree. With a
completed Bachelor’s degree, a graduate may be able to go on to a Master’s degree. These degrees may
be awarded with Honours, an indication both of the challenge the course presents and of the student’s
achievement in it.

Graduate Diploma
A one-year, full-time course of study for graduates. It does not always require its students to have prior learning or
experience in the subject matter of the diploma.

Postgraduate Diploma
A one-year’s full-time study, designed for graduates, which builds on the subject matter in the academic field of
the previous degree. (Definitions used by some universities may differ from these).

Master's Degree

The Master’'s degree is open to those who have completed a Bachelor's degree. The course of study is usually
one or two years of full-time study or its equivalent in part-time study. The work required normally builds upon the
prior knowledge gained in the major part of the Bachelor's degree, and most or all of it is in that discipline. It is at
a more advanced level. That is normally reflected in the content of the work; in the mode of teaching which is
likely to emphasise seminar presentation; and in provision of research experience for the candidate. A thesis is an
account of a substantial piece of research. Many Master's degrees include a thesis component, and in some
cases, particularly those which are taken after a four-year Bachelor's (Honours) course, the degree may be
thesis-only. However increasingly Master’'s degrees by papers, or papers plus research, are becoming available.
The successful student is expected to show, as the title implies, a real grasp of the subject, demonstrated by an
understanding of the discipline, a capacity to reflect upon it, and an ability to undertake research into it.

Doctorate

The main doctorate offered by New Zealand universities is the PhD, or Doctor of Philosophy. This, of course, is
not offered merely in the subject of Philosophy, but in the wide range of subjects’ universities offer. Almost
invariably, a student is required to prepare under supervision a substantial thesis that represents original research
into an approved topic normally carried out over a minimum of two full-time years. Candidates prepare a thesis
on the conduct and results of their research. This is marked by a panel of examiners including at least two
external to the University. In most cases this is followed by an oral examination of the thesis and the candidate’s
knowledge in the area before the degree is awarded.

Research in New Zealand Universities
Research by New Zealand university staff covers a wide spectrum and forms a vital aspect of university teaching.
Research is the principal characteristic, which distinguishes universities from other tertiary education institutions.

New Zealand maintains a high level of research activity, the calibre of which continues to be internationally
recognised. The proof of this research quality is the impressive list of publications, many of them refereed
journals, which emanate from New Zealand universities. Further evidence is provided by the large number of
awards and distinctions achieved by New Zealand research leaders.

Foundation Studies

Foundation Studies is a one year full-time academic programme designed to prepare students from non-English
speaking backgrounds for university study in New Zealand. A graduate of Foundation Studies has a university
entrance qualification, recognised by all New Zealand universities and widely accepted by Australian universities.

Foundation Studies applicants must:
- be 16 years of ago or over; and
have completed a secondary school equivalent to New Zealand sixth form (year 12), including a pass in
Mathematics and English OR have an overseas entry qualification; and
have an IELTS (International English Language Testing System) sore, or a TOEFL
(Test of English as a Foreign Language) score, which may vary across the universities.

Academic Year

The academic year extends from the February or early March to November. The long summer vacation is from
mid-November to mid-February. All universities operate a semester system, with two intakes each year in some
programmes.

This provides 12 to 13 weeks of teaching in the first half-year, followed by examinations and a study break from
early June to early July, then a further 12 to 13 weeks’ teaching, followed again by examinations. Each semester
is broken by a study break of one or two weeks. Universities now offer an increasing number of summer schools.
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5. USA

INTRODUCTION TO US HIGHER EDUCATION

One of the greatest advantages of US higher education is the incredible range of opportunities offered by its more
than 3,300 colleges and universities. These institutions differ from one another in a multitude of ways: in the
variety of academic programs they offer, in their size, in the diversity (or lack of diversity) of their student bodies,
in the level of academic demands they place on their students, in their selectivity, their cost, their location, their
campus ambience. This pluralism is partly due, of course, to the sheer vastness of the United States and the
tremendous diversity of its people. But it owes as much to the fact that education is not within the control of
central government, but is, rather, shared between the state and local governments, on the one hand, and the
private sector on the other. US education tends to be pragmatic and forward looking, and the absence of central
control of the education system enables the educational institutions to respond quickly and appropriately to the
needs and challenges of the times and particular locales.

Types of Institutions

If you are unfamiliar with the US system, you should know that the first post-secondary degree might be earned at
either a college or a university. In other words, a college is not a secondary school. US colleges and universities
are most broadly classified according to the degrees they offer and their sources of support and control.

The first level of higher (post-secondary) education is undergraduate study, which includes two-year and four-year
programs. Two-year programs lead to an intermediate or associate degree, of which there are two types:
occupational/vocational, which prepare students for a trade or technical job, and transfer programs, which provide
the first two years of general education for transfer to a four-year program. There are over 1,000 two-year
colleges in the United States.

Four-year colleges and universities, of which there are over 2,000 including most of the CIS members described
in this section, offer programs leading to the bachelor’'s degree. Most four-year colleges and universities offer
liberal arts programs in which the first two years are spent in general education courses, which may include
English composition, history, science and mathematics, languages and social sciences. The second two years
are spent focusing on one field of study known as the ‘major’. Other four-year colleges/universities emphasize
preparation for special professional areas — business, fine arts, engineering, music, pharmacy, agriculture and
other specialized fields.

Graduate study or postgraduate work, is education beyond the bachelor’'s degree and is offered by universities.
Universities are complex academic institutions that include one or more four-year under-graduate colleges, as
well as several graduate and professional schools. Graduate students pursue a masters, doctoral, professional or
special advanced degree. Students usually spend a year or two beyond a bachelor's degree studying for a
master’s, three or more years for a doctoral degree, and three or more years for a professional degree such as
law, medicine, dentistry, pharmacology, etc.

US colleges and universities differ as to whether they are supported or controlled publicly or privately. Each of the
50 states in the United States supports through its tax dollars an educational system from primary school through
to university. Included are a number of two-year colleges (usually called community colleges), one or more
four-year colleges (or state colleges), and the complex state university, which may have one or more campuses.
Since these institutions are supported in the main by tax revenues, the cost to state residents is usually quite low,
and to out-of-state residents somewhat higher but still lower than the costs at many private colleges/universities.
Private colleges and universities are supported mainly by donations, endowments and tuition charges, but while
they generally cost more than public institutions, most have excellent financial aid programs for students who
could not otherwise afford to attend. Private control usually permits a college/university greater flexibility in hiring
faculty and in curriculum development; consequently private colleges and universities are often seen as providing
some of the most desirable academic and social opportunities available. Many of the colleges/universities that are
best known internationally (including many CIS members) are privately supported.

Other College/University Characteristics

Colleges/universities also differ tremendously in size, location and physical setting, level of academic demands,
composition of student body, selectivity and mood or atmosphere of the campus. Some state universities enroll
as many as 40,000 students spread over several campuses, while many private colleges/universities, some of
them church-related, have fewer than 1,000 students. Colleges/universities of all types are located in every major
city of the United States, and in the suburbs, and also in small towns, often giving a town its distinctive character.
They are located on mountaintops, on desert sands, overlooking oceans, on the banks of great rivers and across
the rich agricultural plains of the United States.
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The level of academic demands and study workload varies greatly from college/university to college/university
and even among departments in the larger colleges and universities. These variations are determined by the
ability range of the students, the resources, especially the libraries, the training and personality of faculty
members, and the ways in which students and faculty interact in discussion groups, in large lecture classes, in the
laboratories and outside the classroom.

Colleges/universities are also more or less selective in their admissions policies. Some, including most
community colleges and many of the other colleges/universities which draw most of their students from the local
area rather than regionally or nationally, have ‘open’ admission, admitting any student who completes the basic
application form and has fulfilled basic high school graduation requirements. Selective colleges/universities, on
the other hand, receive more applications than they have places and must therefore establish additional criteria
for admission. Most ‘selective’ colleges/universities, however, admit over two-thirds of their applicants. Only a
handful of colleges/universities — perhaps one hundred or so — can be said to be highly selective, admitting fewer
than half and in some cases only one out of every five of their applicants, most of whom are well qualified. Among
these are some of the ‘flagship’ public universities, which Richard Moll has termed in his book of that title, ‘Public
Ivies’ as well as some of the other well-known colleges and universities which draw their students from national
and international populations and from a wide variety of cultural and economic backgrounds.

Deciding which college/university will be best for you

The richness of college/university opportunity in the United States ensures that there are at least several
colleges/universities that are appropriate for every student who aspires to higher education. To make sure that
you gain admission to a college/university in which you are likely to have a productive, successful and happy
experience, it may be useful to think of the process as a matching one whose aim it is to enroll at a
college/university appropriate for individual abilities, interests and resources. To make sure that you gain
admission to a college/university in which you are likely to have a productive, successful and happy experience, it
may be useful for you to think of the admission process as one designed to match you with the institution best
suited to your individual abilities, interests and resources. But how does one go about sorting through the many
possibilities and deciding where to apply?

First Steps: Listing your Interests, Abilities, Goa Is and the College/University

Characteristics most important to you:

During the year preceding your final year at secondary school make a list of your interests and characteristics.
Who are you and what do you want? In what areas do your interests lie? What do you most enjoy doing? What
are your academic strengths? Your weaknesses? What do you want to learn more about? What careers do you
think you might enjoy? What financial resources are available to you? You might then find it helpful to ask good
friends, family members and some of your teachers how they would answer these same questions about you:
then return to your list and amplify it.

A next step would be to develop a profile of a college/university which, based on your interests, abilities and goals,
might be ‘ideal’ for you. Important factors to include would be academic programs offered, level of academic
challenge, selectivity, cost and perhaps size, location, setting, composition of the student body, and the availability
of certain non-academic activities.

Once you have clarified for yourself what is important about you and to you, and the characteristics of the
college/university at which you think you can best develop these traits and achieve your aims, you are ready to
look for specific colleges/universities which are good matches for you.

Sources of Information

There are many complementary ways to learn about colleges/universities. The first and perhaps the easiest is to
talk with knowledgeable people around you, including relatives or older friends who have attended
college/university in the United States, teachers, and friends with older siblings now in college. These people
know you. They may have first-hand knowledge of at least one college's programs and ambience and can give
you a flavor of what that college/university is like to attend.

To gain a more comprehensive, although less first-hand view, explore several guidebooks like this one. They will
give you important and accurate information about many individual colleges/universities. The College Board's The
College Handbook, published every year, and its companion volumes Index of Majors and The College Handbook
Foreign Student Supplement are encyclopedic in scope, objective and highly accurate references, available in the
counseling offices of most international schools and overseas advising centers such as the United States
Information Service (USIS) counseling centers. Peterson's Guide to Four Year Colleges and especially Peterson's
Applying to Colleges and Universities in the United States, a Handbook for International Students are excellent
and objective sources. A number of somewhat less factual, more anecdotal guides, such as Edward Fiske's
Selective Guide to Colleges and the Insider's Guide to the Colleges, published by the Yale Daily News give spicier
profiles, are fun to read, and are certainly useful if read along with the more objective sources. Remember that it
is important to read more than one guidebook to get an accurate and complete picture.
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After you have an overview of colleges/universities from talking with knowledgeable people and from the
guidebooks, you will want to start learning about colleges/universities directly from them, as they represent
themselves in their viewbooks and catalogs. You can learn a tremendous amount about a college/university by
what it chooses to say and to show of itself, but also what it does not say and show, and by its style: is there lots
of glitter and little substance in Viewbook A? Is Viewbook B heavy with substance but low on humor? Are students
usually seen in groups? Or alone? Does one get the sense of interaction between students and faculty? How well
kept does the campus look? What facilities and resources are available? Are shown? Do the students look like
people you'd like to know?

You will find many viewbooks and catalogs in your school's guidance office or at an overseas advising center. You
can also write to the individual colleges/universities themselves requesting viewbooks and application materials.
When you write, be sure to give the following information: your full name and address, your nationality, the name
of the secondary school you attend, your year or graduation, the year and month you want to start college, your
probable academic interests, and any extra-curricular interests you may have. With this information, the
colleges/universities will be able to respond appropriately. Be sure to write about a year before you plan to enter
college, remembering that it may take anywhere from three to twelve weeks to receive a reply.

Undoubtedly the best way to learn about a college/university is to visit the campus, take a tour, sit in on a class or
two, eat a meal, talk with students and meet with an admissions officer for information session or interview. If you
have the opportunity to visit the USA at any time prior to when you plan to enroll, be sure to take that opportunity
to visit several different sorts of colleges/universities, large and small, public and private, rural, urban, suburban,
etc. Such visits, of course, are generally not possible for most students living overseas. An alternative to the
campus visit is to meet with a graduate of the college/university who lives near you or an admissions
representative who visits your school or city. Many colleges/universities are able to send you the names of
graduates with whom you can meet and talk, and admissions officers are visiting schools overseas in increasing
numbers.

Applying to Colleges/Universities

Your objective should be to apply to several colleges/universities that have programs of study in the academic
areas that interest you, colleges/universities at which you and your college/university advisor have determined you
have a reasonable chance of being admitted and where the costs seem manageable (either through your family's
financial resources, or through financial aid), and colleges/universities that have an atmosphere in which you
would enjoy living and working. If you find a college/university that satisfies all your criteria and that also has open
admission accepting all students who apply — then you need apply only to that one college. Similarly, if you find a
college/university that meets all your criteria, and if you are admitted, and if your chances of admission appear to
be fairly likely (based on your research into admissions standards at that institution and your counselor's advice),
and further, if that college/university has an ‘Early Decision’ or an ‘Early Action’ plan, then you need only apply to
that one college, usually by November 1: you will receive a reply early enough that you will not need to file any
other applications unless your early application is denied. Most students, however, apply to several
colleges/universities under the regular decision plan, and wait for a decision from all of them on their various
response dates before making the final choice of where to enroll. Remember that most US institutions abide by
the standard ‘Candidates' Reply Date’ of May 1 for the final choice.

Application Deadlines and Procedures

Application deadlines and procedures, like the colleges/universities that set them, vary widely. In general,
students who live overseas are well advised to start making inquiries a good 12 to 14 months before planned
enrollment, as the often slow or unreliable mails make requesting and receiving materials and asking and
answering questions difficult. Some colleges/universities require standardized tests that may be taken as long as
eighteen months before enroliment and must be taken no later than eight months before enroliment. The more
selective the college/university is, the earlier its deadline is likely to be and the more information it is likely to ask
you for. Typically, the deadline for completing an application for September entrance at a highly selective
college/university will be January 1 or February 1. at some much-sought-after state universities, the deadline is
even earlier. Colleges/universities with open admission, unlike selective colleges/universities, may allow one to
apply at any time until a few weeks before enroliment.

It is important to consult each college's literature for information not only about deadlines but also about
application requirements and procedures. Every college/university will require your most up-to-date high school
record (transcript) as well as a basic recommendation from your high school counselor or principal and a personal
application form which includes factual information about you, your educational history and your family.

Many four-year colleges/universities also require standardized tests: either the SATI: Reasoning Test of the
College Board, or the ACT of the American College Testing Program. Some colleges/universities further require
three subject-oriented tests (SAT II) of the College Board. All these tests are given at test centers (often located
at American or International schools) in most large cities overseas, several times a year.
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If English is not your first language, or if most of your schooling has not been in English, the Test of English as a
Foreign Language (TOEFL) will also be required. This test is offered at test centers around the world about ten
times a year. A student's ability to speak, write and understand spoken English is a requirement for admission to
almost every degree program. If your English ability is not acceptable, you may want to consider intensive study of
English overseas or in the United States. Many English as a Second Language (ESL) programs are available
stateside, some of them located on college/university campuses. Sometimes a student is admitted to a
college/university conditionally, pending completing an ESL program.

In addition to the basic personal information, your high school record and recommendation and standardized
tests, some colleges/universities will ask you to answer questions (write essays!) about your interests, goals,
non-academic activities and special accomplishments. They may also ask one or two of your teachers for letters
of recommendation. They may even ask you to have an interview with a local graduate of their college. All of this
is time-consuming and requires effort. But you will be rewarded in proportion to your effort, for this is an
interesting process in which you may learn unexpected things about yourself, things about your talents,
personality, strengths and weaknesses that you may not have known before! Further consider that all of this is in
the interest of matching you with the institution where you will have the best opportunity for success both
academically and personally.

Financial Aid

Many American students, whether they live outside of or in the United States, receive some financial aid in the
form of loans, jobs and grants to help pay for their college/university education. Financial aid is readily available
for most US citizens who are eligible for it — that is, who can show, by completing one of several standard financial
aid forms that they would be unable to attend the colleges/universities to which they are applying without aid. If
you are a US citizen, or hold permanent US residence, you should write to the colleges/universities that interest
you and ask about procedures for applying for aid.

On the other hand, the great majority of foreign nationals who come to the United States for higher education are
supported financially by their families, or in the case of some graduate students, by their governments. There is,
however, a limited amount of financial aid available to international undergraduates whose families are not able to
meet their expenses. Most of this financial aid is given by the colleges/universities themselves in the form of
need-based (not merit-based) grants (also known as ‘scholarships’), and the competition for these awards is
extremely keen, since there are so few of them. Many colleges/universities simply have no financial aid (or
‘scholarship’) funds at all for international students, and will not consider an application for admission from a
student who is also applying for aid.

If you are a international student who could not study in the United States without financial aid, you must, of
course, apply for aid, remembering that the competition for that aid is very intense, and that your chances of
admission may well be diminished by your need for it. Once you are admitted to and decide to attend a given
college, you will need to give evidence of your ability to meet the expenses of that college/university during the
entire duration of your study there (either through your own resources or through financial aid) before you are
issued with a student visa to enter the United States. Your evidence will be given on a form called the Certification
of Finances, which you will need to file before the College/university sends you the 1-20 form you need to get your
visa.

Notification of Acceptance and the Next Steps

Colleges/universities with open admission will usually send notification of acceptance within weeks of receiving a
completed application. Notification of the decision about your application to a selective college/university may
come on a ‘rolling’ basis, from one to three months after your application is completed. Many colleges/universities,
however, send all their decisions (other than Early Decision and Early Action notifications, which are usually sent
by mid-December) on one day in late March or early April, regardless of when your application is completed.
These colleges/universities practice what one might call 'precipice' admission!

Once you have received decisions from the colleges/universities to which you have applied, there are several next
steps to take, depending on the decisions you have received. Colleges/universities offering you admission will ask
you to respond ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to their offer by a certain date, usually May 1, the Candidates' Reply Date agreed upon
by many colleges/universities. If you receive a notice of admission from several colleges/universities, you will have
to decide which to attend. If you already know your order of preference, notify your first choice college/university
that you will be attending. Many colleges/universities ask that you send along a financial deposit (ranging from
$50 to $500) to hold your place in the class, when you reply. You should also notify the colleges/universities you
will not be attending of your decision as quickly as possible so that your place can be offered to another student
who is on a 'waiting list' anxiously waiting to hear from the college.

If you yourself are placed on a waiting list at a college/university you wish to attend, you will be asked to let the
college/university know whether you wish to remain on the list. If you do, you may then be offered admission if
space becomes available. Most colleges/universities give students on their waiting lists very clear instructions
about what to expect and how to proceed.
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Once you have sent notice that you plan to enroll, your college/university will send you detailed instructions on a
whole variety of matters from housing arrangements to course requirements and selection, activities, health
requirements and insurance, payment of fees and, if you are not a US citizen, documentation you will need to
obtain a student visa.

Your college/university will probably offer an orientation program for all new students that will bring you to campus
several days before the start of the new school year. Some colleges/universities also offer a special program for
new international students. Take advantage of such a program. You will make many new friends from all over the
world as you begin the next adventure in your life — higher education.

Nancy J. Maly
Director of Higher Education
CIS Office of the Americas

6. US-style Universities in Europe and Middl&ast

US Four-Year Degree Granting Colleges and
Universities in Europe and the Middle East

Introduction

These institutions provide a higher education opportunity based on the system prevailing in the USA, and all have
either US regional accreditation or government recognition in their host country. All offer full undergraduate
degree programs in a variety of majors, and most provide study abroad and transfer opportunities. A few also
offer Master degree programs.

These colleges and universities are characterized by their use of an American curriculum, and they have a slightly
different raison d'étre from US based colleges and universities. They were founded on the premise that in today's
world the informed citizen must be world-minded and appreciate the essential interdependence of mankind
regardless of national frontiers.

As a group they are relative newcomers on the international education scene, although some of them, notably the
American College of Greece (Deree College), can date their foundations to the last century. The others are of
post-war origin, with the first great period of growth being from 1969-1972 during which time no fewer than nine
colleges were established, in the UK and in continental Europe.

Several of the institutions described began as two-year programs to serve the sons and daughters of American
diplomatic, military and business personnel in Europe, and then evolved into four-year degree-granting
institutions, examples being the American University of Paris and Franklin College Switzerland. Others, such as
Richmond, started with a junior year abroad program on to which a freshman program was later grafted. Webster
University, with still greater ambition, announced its arrival in Europe with not only Bachelor's but also Master's
degrees.

Today, there are American colleges in most western European countries including Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria,
France, Germany, Greece, Holland, Italy, Switzerland, and the UK. All of them consider students from American,
European and other international schools. The colleges and universities range in size from the 150 students at
the Parsons School of Design, Paris to nearly 7,000 at the American College in Greece and over 1,000 at
Richmond, The American International University in London and the American InterContinental University —
London.

All have close links with the host country in which they find themselves. This is reflected in their curricular
offerings that usually have a strong emphasis on the culture and institutions of the country itself. The faculties of
some of the colleges and universities contain a high proportion of nationals from the host country; 80% of the
faculty of the American College of Greece, for example, are Greek nationals.

Most of the institutions place great emphasis on area studies — the history, literature, art, politics and sociology of
the host country, but in recent years they have increased their course offerings in business studies and
economics, areas in which the independent colleges have always been exceptionally strong.

All of these colleges and universities now offer full four-year Bachelor degrees. Some of the institutions offer a
number of attractive internship opportunities in such diverse fields as politics, teaching, business, computing and
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art history, but these opportunities are available primarily to the upper division students. Several now offer
advanced degrees, especially the MBA, which attract substantial numbers of students from the host country.

The percentage of American students at these degree programs varies greatly from 7% to 95% and, partly as a
result, the number of students on financial aid shows considerable variation. Generally speaking, where one of
the institutions has a parent campus in the United States, financial aid for entering American freshmen is
available if the necessary needs-based criteria are met. Most of the independent colleges such as the American
University of Paris, Franklin College Switzerland, and Richmond in London, also have scholarships or financial aid
packages available to both American and international students.

Some of the institutions have more than one campus. Webster University, for example, has four centres in
Europe, while Richmond, The American International University in London, has two campuses in the London area
and study centres in Italy and Japan. Several have their own dormitories on campus and place appropriate
emphasis on the quality of student life through facilities and policies. Those that do not offer on-campus
accommodation have access to hostels and will assist students to find suitable lodgings.

Accreditation

All of the colleges are members of the Council of International Schools (CIS). In addition most have achieved US
regional accreditation, either through their parent institution or independently. One institution is currently a
candidate for US regional accreditation, and three hold government recognition from their host countries, but offer
the American curriculum and are thus included here.

Faculty

The faculty of these institutions tends to be a mixture of young, enthusiastic and totally committed scholars from
the host country, senior lecturers from nearby universities brought in on a part-time basis, and well-established
faculty from the US who are committed to this very special blend of American and international education.

Transfer and Study Abroad Opportunities

Some students may be aiming to spend one or two years before transferring to a university in the United States.
These colleges and universities can serve as a useful bridge, allowing the student to continue in a familiar
environment while adjusting to the demands of college life. All of the institutions offer a liberal arts curriculum
which, being typically geared to the general education requirements, enable the student to take a range of
courses in the humanities, the social sciences and the natural sciences. A student may thus contemplate transfer
to a college or university in the United States confident in the knowledge that many of the conventional first year
courses have already been taken.

Students from the US and other parts of the world may also transfer into these institutions in their second or third
year of studies. Also, most of these institutions offer study abroad and internships opportunities for students from
US based universities and colleges, as well as visiting students from other university systems. Many offer summer
sessions open to short-term visiting students.

Summary

In summary, the US four-year degree granting colleges and universities outside the US constitute an attractive
option for many school leavers. Many of these institutions associate together in several ventures. Several of these
colleges and universities regularly travel together to CIS and ECIS schools to promote the option of US education.
The organization AAICU (The Association of American International Colleges and Universities) to which many of
these colleges and universities belong has regular meetings of administrators and faculty and strives to ensure
the maintenance of the highest possible standards among its members.
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